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PREFACE

Immigrants and Ethucs brings together a collection of papers
by distinguished scholars each addressing himself to one immigrant
and ethnic group or to aspects of ethnicity All the writers are
recognized specialists Thus they bring authority and wide
command of the sources to their topics Each 1s allowed to explore
their topic on their own terms and considerable depth

The first paper 1s devoted to an overview of immigration Iitera-
ture It 1s followed by papers devoted to the Irish, Italians, Poles,
Ruthenians and Ukraimans The last two papers discuss important
aspects of ethnicity Hopefully, taken collectively they present

fresh msights, facts, and interpretations fiom an interdisciplinary
perspective

The editor would Iike to express a debt of gratitude to the
authors Their contributions unfailingly display superlative scholar-
ship and literary crafimanship A debt 1s acknowledged to Andrew
M Greeley, Nancy Gallagher Mc Cready and George Connelley
fo1 allowing us to publish their touchung poetry

MicHAEL V, BELOK






INTRODUCTION

Recently, there has been a revival of interest in the study of
Immigrants and ethnics Books and articles have poured forth
from the printing presses in increasing numbers One cause has
been the increasing interest in their own past shown by the many
ethnic groups making up American society But ethnicity has been
a far ranging phenomenon and the renewed mterest of scholars
ethnic groups may partially be attributed to the disorders of the
present Throughout the world, various ethnic groups are once
more pushing their claims for recognition Almost no country 1s
free of ethnic conflicts

Inthe Umited States, the revival of interest in ethnic groups
and therr 1mmigrant forebearers can be attributed, in part, to the
disorders of the 1960’s brought on by the struggle of the visible
minorities for civil and economic rights As the white ethnics
watched the Black, Hispanic Americans, and American Indians
utiizing different strategies to achieve greater social, political and
economic equality, they too began to adopt some techniques of these
groups If there could be Black, Red and Brown power, then there
could be Irish power, Polish power, etc Soon there was a revial
of interest in the ethnic heritage Not that interest 1n the history
of immugration and the Americans response to 1t had ever entirely
subsided but the revival could be measured 1n quantitative terms
There were more studies of various immigrants groups than there
had been for decades A trend was unmistakable , scholars were
paying more attention to groups who had been neglected 1n prior
years The yearbooks of the National Council of Social Studies
Ullustrate this trend The yearbook published in 1961, Interpreting
and Teaching American History, did not discuss the subject of
Immigrant and ethnic history The latest yearbook devoted to
American history, The Reinterpretation of American History and
Culture, published 1 1973 devotes a whole chapter to the literature
of Ethnic History written by Ruloph Vecoli, one of the contributors
to this volume Furthermore, the Yearbook makes a distinction
between white ethnics and the other groups whose differences are
primarily one of race



The present volume, Immugrants, Ethnics and Women, also
concentrates on ethnics and immigrants but does pay some atten-
tion to the matter of ethnicity and 1ts relationship to social control
Immgrants, Ethnics, and Women also 1s unusual in that considerable
space and attention 1s given to the “new Immuigrants,” the Italians,
Ukrainians, Ruthenians and Poles, groups that usually do not have
much space devoted to them 1n mote recent collections of research
In fact, the Ruthenians are virtually ignored :n most writings on
immmigrants and ethnics Itis hoped that the inclusion of the
chapter by Richard Renoff devoted to the Ruthenians will introduce
this groups to many who are unaware of them and also stimulate
research coacerning the Ruthenians

Ralph Shoub begins the volume with an overview of 1mmigra-
tion research paying particular attention to new research models
and techmiques used by contemporary historians He 1s followed
by several papers devoted to the ethnic groups Although several
of the papers are celebrative 1n some respects, they do not fall into
the error of fileopietism so common in earlier writings about
mmugrants The authors display the kind of sophistication one
has a right to expect from distinguished scholars Itis n this
respect that the volume differs from many of the same genre
Andrew M Greeley, a master of empirical research and quantifica-
tion, writes a beautiful paper on the Ir.sh which celebrates the Irish
achievement but does so with subtle insightsand solid research
His 1s the only paper dealing with a group that is not of the “new
mmmugration,” Rudolph Vecol discusses the Itahans and agam
displays the skills of a master historian while moving bevond his
role of historian to offer some 1deas about the future mnfluence of
Italians on American ife  Renoff presents a great deal of informa-
tion about the Ruthenians and displays an immense knowledge
of these people and an admirable objectivity George Kulchycky
discusses the Polish Americans Fimally Michael V Belok discusses
ethnicity and social control.
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Immigration and Quantification -
Recent Studies 1n Post-Crvil War Immugration

RALPH SHOUB

During the past decade and a half quantitative research
dealing with late 19th and early 20th century immigration has
generally not engendered the controversy that quantitative studies
dealing with the slavery 1ssue have To a great extent the reason
for this may be the limited controversiality of the immigration
1ssue itself and also the limited disagreement between the findings
of these studies and those of a more descriptive nature

Although many of these quantitative studies are still debating
the relative importance of the ¢pull” vs the “push” factors as
the dominant stimulant to immigration, more recent research has
dealt with immigrant distribution 1n America, relative income
levels of native and immigrant workers, and immigrant voting
behaviour The purpose of this paper 1s to briefly review a
sampling of this research and its relationship to the more tradi-
tional interpretations of these issues

The question of whether the immigrant was ‘pushed” 1nto
unmigration due to conditions in the sending country or “pulled”
by conditions 1n the receiving country (in this case, the United
States) has generally been resolved by the descriptive historian by
emphasizing both If he was “pushed” out of his home country
by changing political, economic, or social conditions, he was
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attracted to America by the ‘““pull” of better conditions existing
here rather than some other location As Maldwyn Jones stated
in his survey of American immigration
The motives for immigration have been very similar
first to last, they have been always a mixture of yearnings—
for riches, for land, for change, for tranquillity, for freedom,
and for something not definable 1n words Whenever [the
mmmigrants] came, the fact that they had been uprooted from
their old surroundings meant that they faced the necessity of
coming to terms with an unfamhiar environment and a new
status t

For the economic historian 1nterested 1 immigration, the debate
still continues as to which factor or group of factors was the most
significant

Richard A Easterlin? 1n his study concerning the influences
mn European overseas emigration before World War I opted for
the importance of the “pull” factors Largely replicating the
work of Kuznets and Jerome, Easterhin although considering the
Importance of population increase and mncome level 1n the sending
country as factors affecting immigration, concluded that ¢ the
relation [was] not pervasive enough to dominate the picture '3
More significant were the “,  fluctuations i the growth of the
demand for labor abroad, particularly 1n the primary destination
country, the United States This influence [was] apparent both
I short term business cycle fluctuations and the longer Kuznets
cycles of 15 to 20 years duration "¢

More recently, Maurice Wilkinson5, utilizing a neoclassical
production and consumer model, has claimed that prior to World
War I European mugration to the United States was, “ signi-
ficantly influenced by both employment opportunities in the part-
cular European country and the gain 1n real income to be
achieved by migration to the United States ¢ Thus push factors
figure significantly 1n stimulating emigration through both a
decrease n employment opportunities and lower relative wages 1n
relation to those offered in the United States 1In addition to
these findings Wilkinson discovered that an inverse relationship
existed between * the ssigmificance of United States demand
for labor and the level of economic development of the European
eoyntries *7
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The push-pull controversy is intensified when one examines
studies concerned with specific countries Gallaway and Vedder,8
In examining emigration from the United Kingdom to the United
States between 1860 and 1913, generally supported the conclusions
reached by Easterlin concerning the relative importance of the
“push” factors n international migrations Utilizing a regression
analysis, they found business conditions 1n the United States
explained 27 per cent of the variation in the dependent variable
(level of migration) while unemployment in the United Kingdom
accounted for only 17 per cent Additional factors such as the
Panic of 1907, which added 6 per cent, wages 1n the United King-
dom, which added 4 per cent, and “panic” varables, which
added 8 per cent, were 1dentified to explamn emigration fluctua-
tions Thus, they concluded ¢  that the ‘pull’ variables [were]
capable of explaining just over 40 per cent of the variation 1n
emigration flows from the United Kingdom to the United States
in the period 1860-1913  **® while the ““push”’ factors represented
Just 21 per cent of the variation

John Quigley,!® however, 1n examining Swedish emigration
between 1867 and 1908 demonstrated that ¢ at least for Sweden,
1t [was] unfair to conclude that the pattern of emigration  was
dominated by economic conditions 1n the United States 11
Although indications were that the influence of both Swedish
agricultural and industrial conditions were as important as corres-
ponding conditions 1n the United States, Quigley found that the
wage variable for Swedish industrial growth was a powerful
retardent

A one percent increase mn industrial wages 1n Sweden

[could] be associated in the short run with a reduction 1n the

level of non-agricultural emigration of over 8 per cent On

the other side of the Atlantic, neither the agricultural nor

the industrial wages exerted as strong a ‘pull” effect 12
There also appeared to be weak, but consistent, evidence that the
success or failure of the Swedish harvest and population pressures
measured by the lagged birth rate influenced migration among
both agricultural and industrial workers.

To 1llustrate the influence of the push factors, Quigley
concluded his study by constructing a counterfactual proposition
that relocated Swedish economic development and increased real
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wages 1n the 1850°s rather thanin the 1870’s as 1t had actually
occurred He estimated that the annual migration rates during
the period 1868 to 1888 «  would have been insignificant mstead
of the observed annual level of about 21,000,”3 had this counter-
factual been the case

Several variations of the push-pull theme have attempted
to explain fluctuations in migration rates by 1solating specific
factors that scem to be most responsible  John Tomaske, using a
regression analysis, discovered that <  the relationship between
variations 1n per capita income levels and emigration rates can
only be observed when the effects of friends and relatives who had
previously migrated are taken into account in the specification of
the model *’*¢ Thus, an important factor influencing both migra-
tion and spatial distribution of the European immigrant in the
recerving country was the avaitlability of creditable information
concerning overseas alternatives

In a related study, Poulson and Holyfield!® claimed that
systematic fluctuations in European migration to the United States
could be explained by the potential emigrant’s awareness of the
discounted value of the costs and returns involved in staying or
leaving his native country At the point that the European
country began to experience modern economic growth, the returns
from migration were most likely to exceed the costs Therefore,
changes 1n relative income between the United States and
European countries appeared to be most relevant in explaining the
surge 1n mmmigration to the United States from most of these
countries and the long swings 1n immigration to the United States
from the United Kingdom

Probably the most ambitious of the studies concerning factors
influencing European mugration was Jeffrey Williamson’s study?$
of the long term influences and impact of immigration Willhiamson
identified three forces that appeared to act 1n concert 1n determin-
g European emigration (1) differences in migration responsive-
ness of various countries (e g, Swedes required greater incentive
to migrate than Englishmen), (2) the industrial structures of
various European economies, and (3) the magnitude of industrial
1zation and population pressure 1n the sending country The 1nter-
relationship of these three factors acting in concert created'what
Williamson calls, negative push factors, that tended to retard emi-



IMMIGRATION AND QUANTIFICATION 5

gration from the Northwestern European countries mitially and
then spread to the Central and Southern European areas in the
late 19th and early 20th centuries Using a counterfactual that
eliminated these negative push factors by maintaining European
employment and living standards at their 1870 levels, Williamson
contended that ¢“ America would have had a stock of immigrants
1n 1910 some 20 per cent larger than was 1n fact the case 17

In the latter half of his article, Williamson constructed four
additional counterfactual models to explain the impact and nflu-
ence of immigration on the United States Responding to Brinley
Thomas’ position that ‘¢ each crisis of overpopulation was a
milestone 1n the process of building up the industnial strength of
America,” Williamson presented a counterfactual world with no
European “‘push’ factors between 1870 and 1910 He found that
< total additions to the foreign born 1n America  would have
been some 19 per cent larger had push conditions been absent in
Europe [but] the real wage in Eastern industry would have
been lowered by only one percent either in 1890 or 1910, and
industrialization, GNP growth and capital formation rates [would
have only been] slightly influenced **i8

The second counterfactual involved the impact of the frontier
on immigration In the first variation of this model, the Midwest
land stock was held constant at 1ts 1870 levels, 1n the second, the
land stock continued to grow at the 4 per cent per annum rates of
the early 1870’s In both variations, ¢ the 1910 figures con-
firmed that conditions at the frontier had a trivial impact on real
wages, job vacancy and thus immigration fiom Euiope ** Had
the land stock remained at the 1870 level, the immigrant popula-
tion would have been only three-tenths of one percent less than
the actual 1910 levels

In the third counterfactual, Willamson was concerned with
the impact of American demographic forces on immigration In
this model he allowed the population of the Northern United
States to increase at the rates existent in the early 1870°s rather
than the decreasing 1ates that actually occurred between 1870 and
1910 Under this condition the average rate of labor force
growth would have decreased by 4 4 percent, but “ the total
stock of foreign born would have been altered by only [one] per
cent 20 Thus 1t appears unlikely that the decreasing birth rate
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mn the United States had a great deal to do with the increasing
flow of immigrants during the period

Williamson’s final counterfactual proposes an America with-
out immugrants after 1870 In this model he hoped to 1dentify the
effects of immugration on real wages, industrialization and the per
capita GNP While real earnings would have increased by 11
per cent 1n Eastern industry between 1870 and 1910 without immi-
gration, the per capita GNP (based on 1870 prices) would have
grown only 3 per cent above its actual level and industrialization
would have been 6 7 percent less than the actual level for 1510
As Williamson points out 1n the conclusion of his study,

an America without immigrants indeed would have
grown very differently from the way she actually did in the
late nineteenth century The impact, however, would have
been felt on the distribution of income and the level of
industrialization rather than aggregate per capital income
performance #

A second major area of research 1n recent quantitative studies
dealing with immigration has been concerned with the distribution
of the immigrants once they arrived in the United States The
Dillingham Commission, created in 1907 to study the “new”
immigrants, concluded that the “new” immigrants from Southern
and Eastern Europe settled 1n the cities because they were more
prone to do so than the ‘“old” immigrants from Northern and
Western Europe Marcus Lee Hanson,? however, explained the
migration to the cities by the immigrants as part of a larger urban
population shift occurring 1n most mndustrialized nations during
the period  More recently, Maldwyn Jones has 1dentified the lack
of capital, the limited interest m and ability to farm, and the
lower agricultural wages as factors that influenced the urban rather
than rural settlement of the late 19th and early 20th century
imnugrants *3

Orsagh and Mooney?* have attempted to construct a model in
order to explain the dispersion of immigrant labor 1n the United
States between 1880 and 1920 Using the Marshallian demand
and supply apparatus, they found that *“ employers tended to
use more foreign-born labor relative to native labor at higher wage
levels,””?5 probably as a means of decreasing labor costs, The
mmmygrants, however, were discovered to be no more responsive



IMMIGRATION AND QUANTIFICATION 7

to differences 1n wage levels than their native counterparts The
most significant variable, 1t was found, 1n influencing the relative
geographic distribution of the immigrants was the importance of
friends and relatives 1a the respective areas of immigrant concen-

tration This appears to corroborate Tomaske’s findings that were
described earlier

In regard to the immigrant’s supposed propensity to settle mn
the cities, Gallaway and Vedder?® attempted to test the increasing
urbanization thesis that was advanced by the Dillingham Commis-
sion and to a limited extent implied by Hansen and Jones In
their study Gallaway and Vedder found that not only did the
“new’” 1mmugrants show less tendency to congregate in the citigs
than the “old”” immugrants, they were less prone to ¢ congre-
gate 1n urban areas relative to the native-born 27

Gallaway, Vedder, and Shukla,?® in a more recent article,
analyzed the distribution of immigrants in relation to economic
factors Tney found that turn of the century immigrants tended
to have been,

quite responsive to interstate income differentials, job
opportunity ,the presence of friends and relatives in a state,
the existence of ports of entry and population density
Very simply put, the settlement patterns of immigrants 1n this
period do not appear to be the result of ignorant, random
behaviour but seem to reflect instead a good deal of purposive
rational action on their part 2
Contrary to Orsagh and Mooney, and 1n some respects contradict-
g Gallaway and Vedder’s previous study, Gallaway, et a/ found
that,
. native boin Americans tended to nugrate to the less
densely populated states whereas immigrants were inclined to
locate 1n the more densely populated states This indicate[d]
a greater tendency for the foreign-born to locate 1n the more
urbanized areas than was true for the native-born 30
Thus, from this study 1t would appear that the immigrant was
more sensitive to wage levels than was the native-born  In regard
to the apparent contradiction with Gallaway and Vedder’s previous
study, 1t would appear that Gallaway, ez al chose to deal with
the 1mmigrants collectively rather than as “0ld” or “new’” source
1mmigrants,



8 IMMIGRATION AND QUANTIFICATION

The economic 1ssues related to immugrant dispersion raise
another area that has intrigued historians of immigration, that of
immigrant 1ncome and 1its relative level in comparison to natrve-
born workers The standard interpretation of these questions
found 1n both Handlin®' and Jones,3? and more recently 1n Taylors?
1s that the immigrant worker was paid far less for his services
than the native-born worker and was generally exploited As
Handlin states, “the immugrant was an exploited  laborer ,”
but, as qualified by Jones, ¢ that was simply a reflection of the
fact that immigrants tended to enter the poor-paid occupations *’3

Robert Higgsss, however, 1 his study of race, skills, and
earnings, questions whether there exists any evidence to support
the hypothesis of ethnic discrimination  Usmng 1nformation
collected by the Immigration Commission 1n 1909 for workers 1n
mining and manufacturing, Higgs attempted to show that skill
differentials provided an adequate explanation for earnings differ-
entials among various immigrant groups and native workers
Hypothesizing that literacy and the ability to speak English were
the skill variables most influential 1n affecting wage levels, he
employed a multiple regression to the Commission’s data His
findings revealed that the two variables explained almost four-
fifths of the variance 1n average earnings among the groups

A percentage point gain 1n literacy— [his] proxy for general
skills— was about twice as important as the same gain in the
ability to speak English, [and] the  ability to speak English
was almost perfectly correlated with the duration of a group’s
residence 1n America 36

The major Iimitation to Higg’s findings, and one that he briefly
touches upon, 1s the difficulty 1n making such a comparison based
on weekly earmings  The immigrant laborer, much like present
day minority workers, was most sensitive to the ups and downs of
the economy  The “new” immigrant since he was the most
recent arrival was usually layed off first and rarely was able to get
a full year’s work

A more seriously flawed study 1s Peter Hill’s?” ivestigation
of the relative skill and income level of foreign born and native
workers between 1840 and 1920 Huill clarms that “  the im-
migrants, instead of being an underpaid, exploited group, gene-
rally held an economic position that compared very favourably to
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that of the native-born members of the society *’8 Hill’s selec-
tion of data, however, seriously impairs his conclusions  First,
mn attempting to distinguish between the relative wage rates of
native and immigrant labor, his choice of the Sixth Annual
Report of the Commissioner of Labor (1890) has over 25 per cent
of the sample families (534) located in Southern states Siuce
these states not only had lower incomes but also fewer immi-
grants, 1t 1s likely that the income levels computed for the native-
born could have been composed of upto 40 per cent of these
Southern workers

Secondly, the ethnic origins of the foreign born sample (1196
families) puts this particular portion of the study additionally in
question  Over 60 per cent of this group came from English
speaking countries, while an additional 23 per cent came from
Germany If thereis any validity to Higgs’ findings ptesented
earlier, then one would certainly have to question any comparison
between Southern literacy rates as compared to those of German
and English speaking immigrants

In a latter part of the study Hill again attempts to show the
relative similarity between the wages of the native and foreign-
born worker 1n 1901  Again his sample 1s flawed, 1n this ins-
tance, because nearly 90 per cent of the foreign-born workers
come from ¢‘old” immigiant sources There are no recent des-
criptive studies, to my knowledge, that contend that immigrants
from Northern and Western Europe were exploited any more
severely than the native worker, with the possible exception of
the Irish during the first half of the 19th century The recent
emphasis has nearly always been on the “new” immigrant from
Southern and Eastern Europe

Thirdly, 1n attempting to show that the total family income
for the foreign born workers was 3 per cent higher than that of the
native worker, Hill fails to see the social and economic implica-
tions of this difference 1n relation to the well-being of the native
and foreign-born famuly  While the mnative-born family could
generally sustain itself on the husband’s income, the foreign-born
family, which was 10 per cent larger and whose head was earning
6 per cent less, was forced to supplement its income by having
additional members of the family employed In purely economic
terms, aside from the social implications, this meant that at least
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some of the children were forced to abbreviate their schooling
and seck employment, thus limiting their upward mobility as
adults In relation to this aspect, Cohen?® found that Italian girls
1 New York City in 1920 showed a marked drop off in school
attendance after the age of fifteen and high absentee rates previous
to this age in order to supplement the family 1ncome

Finally, Hill 1n attempting to compare the relative skill and
1ncome levels of native and foreign-born workers between 1870
and 1920, again comes to questionable conclusions For example,
he finds 1t quite surprising that the native-born had a
greater portion of their labor force 1n the unskilled category ”
than the foreign-born 40 It should not be all that surprising when
one includes Blacks and the children of immigrants in one’s data
When he does provide a seriously abbreviated table that includes
only native-born whites, one finds that the percentage of unskilled
native-born workers drops by over 7 per cent n 1890 while the
pumber of skilled workers increases by nearly 6 per cent Again
the problem of viewing the entire foreign-born collectively distorts
the traditional interpretation since nearly 50 per cent of all foreign-
born found 1n the cities m 1920 were from ‘old’ immigrant sources
Thus to argue, as Hill does in his conclusion, that ¢ the immi-
grants did not differ markedly in any economic sense from the
native-born and probably adjusted quite rapidly to economic
opportunities in the United States,”’*! 1s to alter the 1ssue so drasti-
cally that the study adds very little to our knowledge in this
area

The final major area of recent quantitative research concerns
the immigrant’s political behavior The standard descriptive
nterpretation 1s best summarized 1n Maldwyn Jones

That the mass of immigrants were extremely conservative
1n politics was attributable to their fundamental pattern of
thought It was not so much perhaps that their prepon-
derantly peasant origins had bred an attitude of acceptance
which remained with them even i the New World, had that
been the case, the majority would never have crossed the

Atlantic Nor was submission to clerical leadership a universal

factor It was rather that their political inexperience, and

the need for immediate practical help imposed upon them by
circumstance, combined to prevent their accepting, or even

grasping, the strange new assumption that politics was a
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sphere wherein the general good might be realized through
common action Reform thus remained to them a remote
and fanciful panacea, irrelevant to their needs 42

Most recent quantitative studies concerned with ethnic politi-
cal behavior during the latter half of the 19th century and the
early part of the 20th century would question mnch of Jones’ inter-
pretation, particularly that immigrants had difficulty accept-
g, or even grasping, the strange new assumption that politics
was a sphere wherein the general good might be realized through
common action” Reform, for many ethnic groups, was far
from irrelevant and hardy a panacea In many instances reform
was an 1ntrusion on then lives and a cause for ‘“‘common action”
to protect their ‘general good” Roger Wyman’s®® study of
Wisconsin ethnic groups and the election of 1890 illustrates this
most succinctly

Wyman’s detailed, statistical analysis of the retuins for this
election, revealed that although the McKinley tanff 1ssue was 1n
part responsible for the loss of thousands of votes by the Republi-
cans, of equal importance, particularly in the eastern section of
the state, was the Bennett Law  This supposed reform that re-
quired compulsory attendance for every school age child in some
public or private day school also insisted that specified areas of the
elementary curriculum be taught in English  Viewed as an attack
on various ethnic groups and particulaily the Germans who main-
tained their own school system, Wyman discovered that either the
tariff or the Bennett Law would have been sufficient for the
Republicans to lose the state  As 1t was, the resulting landshde,
mtensified by the interaction of the two issues, caused a shift of
thousands of German Protsstants from the Republican to the
Democratic camp and continued to affect elections until 1896,

Frederick Lueble’s* study of German voting behavior i
Nebraska between 1880 and 1900 discovered similar voting
patterns existing there In general, what he found was that,
¢ the fewer interpeisonal contacts that an immigrant had with
members of the host society, the slower was his rate of confor-
mance to its norms and standards Conversely, 1f an immigrant
had numerous contacts with native Americans, he could be expect-
ed to assimilate rapidly 48

In testing his hypothesis, Luebke analyzed the biographies of
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600 predommantly middle class peisons of German stock He
found that occupation and location of residence (urban or 1uial)
were the least rehable indices of party 1dentification, followed
closely by economic factors The most reliable measure of 1mmi-
grant voting behavior was found to be church membership Those
ymmigrants that continued to mamntam contact with distinctly eth-
nic churches tended to be sympathetic to the Democratic Party,
while those that attended churches with predominant native-born
parishioners tended to lean toward the Republicans  As in
Wisconsin, local 1ssues of an ethnocultural nature solidified much
of the German vote 1n the 1890’s behind the Democratic Party and
continued throughtout the decade and mto the 20th century

Paul Kleppner’s® social analysis of Midwestern politics be-
tween 1850 and 1900 replicates many of Luebke’s findings, parti-
cularly 1n regard to the importance of religious affiliation and its
effect on political behavior He concludes that much of the politi-
cal conflict during the period was the result of pietistic gioups of
political activists that hoped, through umited action, ““  to purge
soctety of ‘ungodly’ acts of behavior,  eluminate the ‘sins’ of
intemperance and Sabbath desecration and, through the agency of
therr public schools, to socialize the children of the ‘sinners’ into
a ‘righteous’ value system **47

Opposing the “moral reforms’’ of the pietists, the ritual-
1sts ¢ distinguished spiritual from secular activities and did not
view as sinful those social costoms against which the pietists in-
veighed 18 During the 187(¢’s and 1880’s, conflicts between the
two groups persisted over local and state ““reform’’ 1ssues, with each
group using 1ts respective political party as a vehicle to protect its
values What occurrded durnmng this period was an increasingly
strong Democratic Party and a splintering of the Republican Party
mnto third parties The condition persisted until the economic
traumas of the early 1890°s allowed the Republican’s to coalesce
their power and regain control of the area during the later half of
the decade

Richard Jensen’s® study of social and political conflicts in the
Midwest during the 1888-1896 period attempts to analyze the
political reformulation that Kleppner identified and generally
supports Kleppner’s findings  Again, Jensen discovered that,

The dominant forces that animated the electorate were
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party loyality and, more fundamentally, religion Only
in two grave circumstances did numbers of voters fail to
support thewr traditional party They did ths, first, 1f the
old party giossly disappointed them, usually in an economic
crisis . The second circumstance came when outside
loyalties— religious, ethnic or ideological— conflicted with
party loyalty 5

Since both conditions existed during the period, they provide a

valuable matrix for interpreting the political upheavals that

ensued

Finally, John Allswang’s®® study of ethnic politics 1n Chicago
between 1890 and 1936 provides an n-depth analysis of immigrant
political behavior over an extended period of time The immi-
grant in Chicago during the 1890’s, according to Allswang, dis-
played a political behavior that seems most consistent with Jones’
position stated earlier Most of Chicago’s immigrant populace at
that time could not vote and ¢ almost all of [them] were con-
cerned primarily with surviving 1n a hostile environment , as such
they were a rather passive force and one which politicians tended
to take for granted . ’°%2 By 1930, however, these groups had
solidified and were able to reshape Chicago politics, nearly irradi-
cating the Republican hold on the city that had existed since the
1890

The factors that led to this striking political shift appeared to
be concentrated in what Allswang labels the critical perrod, 1928
to 1932 It was dunng this period that ethnically attractive and
attentive national and local politicians began to appear, the
Democratic Party began to take a positive stand on issues of eth-
nic concern , ethnics began to appear on party tickets and receive
patronage positions, local political corruption involving Republi-
can office holders was exposed and the Democratic Party organiza-
tion solidified and became an efficiently run machme As Allswang
points out, in his conclusion, however,
an effort to 1solate the variables of political behavior
must not lead to oversimplification of the complexities of poli-
tical relationships and the elements of 1rrationality in political
decision-making by individuals and by groups Just as
the study of political behavior which 1gnores quantitative tools
cannot possibly be complete, so too 1s a study limited by an
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ignoring of the irrational and subjective forces which are
always present 53

In the preceding pages an attempt has been made to review
some of the more recent studies of immigrants and immigration
that have employed quantitative techmiques For the most part,
these studies have generally not challenged existing interpretations
concerning these areas The work of Willlamson, however, and
the spate of recent political studies have presented new questions
for investigation 1n regard to the immigrants’ impact on America
Continued studies of this quality should afford the historian a
much clearer picture of the importance of immigration 1n shaping
20th century American life
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The American Achievement. A Report
From Great Ireland

ANDREW M GREELEY

Somewhere 1n the Icelandic saga of Eric the Red, that
marvelous character (and himself doubtless seven-eighths Irish)
sails beyond Iceland and beyond Greenland to a place which he
refers to as ‘““Great Ireland,” a great land across the sea already
mhabited by Irish monks If we are to take Eric the Red at his
word— and, of course, we must— then substantially after the
Holy Navigator Brendan and substantially before that “Eyetalian”
fella (to use Jimmy Carter’s pronunciation) Christopher Columbus
there was an Irish settlement somewhere on the North American
mainland  Serious scholars will tell you that Great Ireland, if it
existed at all, was probably in Newfoundland or Nova Scotia ,
but those of us who really understand such things know better
Great Ireland was either Queens in New York or Cook County 1n
Illmmois

Let me make 1t clear before I begin that if I refer to the Irish
i North America as “Great Ireland” I imtend no qualitative
comparisons, only quantitative There are in Great Ireland 22
mullion people who claim to be Irish— presumably most of them
have some justification for the claim. Thrs 1s five times asmany,
give or take a few million, perhaps, as there are on this ancestral
isle  As to qualitative matters  ah well, those of us from Great
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Ireland will be very modest indeed We have a long way to go
to catch up with <Little Ireland”

Before I set about my principal task of describing the econo-
mic and social achievement of the American Irish and the costs of
that achievement, let me clear away the grounds by making some
preliminary observations

First, Bernard Shaw once said that England and the United
States were two nations separated by a common language IfI
may modify his paradox, Great Ireland and Old Ireland are two
nations separated by a common heritage , and 1f the two Irelands
are to understand one another (to say nothing of the other Irelands
that have sprung up 1n England, Canada, New Zealand, Australia,
and all the other places of the world to which the Irish made
piigrimage), we must be conscious of those things about which we
differ

I am always struck when I get off the plane at Shannon or
Dublin that everybody in Ireland looks Irish It 1s hike T am
back home on the south side of Chicago except that the Slavic,
Latin, Teuton, and Anglo Saxon faces are all gone But each
time I must make the mental adjustment to the fact that the
people at the airport may look like the crowd that used to come
pouring out of Christ the King Church in my neighborhood 1n
Chicago in the 1950s and 1960s, and 1in many critical respects
they are the same kind of people, but they have had different
experiences for the last hundred years. If I wish to understand
them and they wish to understand me, we must be clear about
these different experiences

The first thing to note 1s that while there has been a stream
of Inish immigration to the United States up to the present, most
of the immugration was finished by 1900  Eighty per cent of the
Irish Catholic population 1n the United States are third or fourth
generation, which is to say that their grand-parents or their great
grandparents were the immigrants That means that many of our
predecessors left Ireland quite unaffected by what I take to be two
of the most critical cultural influences that shaped contemporary
Ireland, the Celtic revival and the political conflicts that led to
the emergence of the Republic of Ireland My own grandparents,
as far as I can calculate, left about the time of the Land League,
they were certainly gone before the fall of "arnell, and knew, for
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the most part, only what they read 1 American newspapers about
the political history of Ireland after the turn of the century
What’s more, they had their own political and cultural problems
1n the United States, and while some of my parents’ and grand-
parents® generation may have bothered to be interested in what
was going on 1n the home country, 1t was an interest from a dis-
tance for the most part More recent Irish immigrants to the
United States often complain to me about the low levels of
interest among the American Irish in either the Imsh literary
heritage or (depending on the immigrant’s particular cause) the
political struggles in the north My answer to such complaints 1s
that most of us were gone before the Easter Rising, indeed long
before the Irish language revival  For us, these events took place
i another country, we had more than our hands full in the
country that was now our own

I do not mean, as I hope to demonstrate 1n this paper, that
we have ceased to be Irish, but our experience of the last eighty
to one hundred years has not been the same as yours On both
sides of Brendan’s ocean, we ought to be clear about that

Secondly, I will limit my remarks today to that slightly less
than half of the I1ish-American population that s Catholic Ido
so neither to slight the contributions of the so-called Scotch-Irish
to American life (more presidents, according to some counts, than
other ethnic group, for example), nor do I intend to slight the
contributions made by Protestant citizens 1n the Republic of
Ireland I make my decision for two reasons first of all, 1t
would appear that most of the Irish Protestant immigration came
before 1800, and that this so-called “Scottish-Irish’’ group had a
very different cultural and historical background than the later
migrations of “mere Irish”, most of whom were Irish Catholic (as
still are most of their descendants) Also there 1s very little
literature available about Irish Protestants i the twentieth
century Paradoxically enough, they are a relatively unknown
segment of the American population, perhaps 1n part because
they tend to lrve 1n southern rural and mountainous districts  To
try to talk about these two groups with different cultural back-
grounds and different experiences 1n American life 1o the same
talk would confuse and obscure the issue, I think So I shall
limit myself to the perhaps ten million Insh Catholics 1n the
Uniited States, wirtually all of whose ancestors migrated frof



20 THE AMERICAN ACHIEVEMENT

what 15 now the Republic of Ireland (and the Catholic districts of
the Six countries) and who came from the late 1840s to the late
1890s for the most part.

Thirdly, there are many different ways to judge the achieve-
ments of a people My concern as a sociologist 1s not with the
individual but with the gemeral population I do not intend for a
minute to deny the achievement of artist, the post, the tycoon, the
general, the entertamer, theathlete, the novelist, my concern as a
professional sociologist and as a speaker today 1s with the ordinary
people and their efforts to climb out of poverty and misery, to
overcome the obstacles of oppression, bigotry, and fear, and find a
new and better life for themselves and their children To anti-
cipate one of my majprtheses, the economic and social achieve-
ment of the Americann Insh 1s one of the most remarkable
accomplishments in socgal history

My final prelimmary remark has to do with terminology I
intend to make use of four “tool words” 1n stating my theses A
“tool word” can have many different meanings and a writer is
free to attach any one¢ of the various available meanings that suit
him so long as he 15 preduse about which meaning he 1s using A
writer has the rightto ask hiis readers to accept the fact that he 1s
using his tool word only in the narrow sense 1n which he defines 1t,
and presumably the reader will extend to writers the privilege of
defining their own terms

My four terms

(@) Populstion By <‘population” I mean the collectivity of
people of whom a given atinbute can be predicated without any
mplication that the mermbers of this collectivity relate to one
another m any mstitutnnalized or self-conscious way When I
speak of the Irish Americam population, I mean that group of
Americans who whenasked their nationality background will say
“Irish’ and when asked their religion will say ¢Catholic”

(b) Commumty By <“community’”’ I mean a population inso-
far as it 1s mstitutionally organized or psychologically self consci-
ous

(¢) Culture. By “cultuxe’ I mean, n this particular paper at
any rate, those charactezs trs of a population on which 1ts members
have higher or lower mei scores than do members of other
populations on measyre sach asg famly strycture, the nature of
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interpersonal styles, political propensities, attitudes and values
(particularly those concerning the ultimate nature of reality),
eating and drinking patterns, attitudes towaid child-rearing, etc,
etc

(d) Heritage By “*heritage” 1 mean self-conscious culture,
that 1s, a person 1s aware of his heritage when he realizes that 1n
some respects his culture 1s different from that of other populations
and when he understands and appreciates the most important,
most significant, and most excellent creations of his cutural
history

Now, after this all too lengthy preliminary, I am in a posi-
tion to state my thesits The Irish population has flourished
economically and socially i1n the United States, but the Irish
community 1s loosely organized, if at all, and only intermittently
strong 1 1ts self-consciousness The Irish culture has persisted,
indeed somtimes with remarkable tenacity, but self consciousness
about the Irish heritage 1s almost non-existent However, because
of the survival of an unself-conscious Irish culture, there 1s always
room for a revival of the heritage and some signs that it 15 1n fact
reviving

I shall say little in my remarks today about the institutional
orgamzation of the Irish-American community except that it ought
to be self-evident that there are no national organizations or
journals which speak erther for or to more than small segments of
the Irish-American population

Furst of all, then, the facts of the social and economug achieve-
ment of the American Irtsh  They can be stated rather briefly the
Irish Catholics 1m the United States are the most successful
economically, occupationally, and educationally of any of the
Gentile groups in American society The national average in
educational attainment 1s 11 5 years, for the Irish Catholics 1t 1s
12 5 years (one-tenth of a year higher than that of the British
Protestants, though less than the Jewish attaimnment of 14 0 years)
On a scale running from zero to one hundred, the national
occupational prestige score 1s 40, the Irnsh Catholic score 15 44,
agaimn higher than any other Gentile ethnic group 1n American
society (British Protestant score 43) though less than the Jewish
score of 48 In imcome, Irish Catholic annual family income 18
$2473 above the national average— less than the §3387 above the
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national average for Jewish families but substantially more than
the $401 atove the average for Buitish Protestants

Let me fill 1n with some technical comment for the social
scientists who may be lurking in the audience We are working
with a national probability sample of 18,000 respondents, the
largest ever used in religio-ethnic research in the United States
The comparisons being made are limited to whites (so the Protest-
ant average 1s not pulled down by the lower income and educa-
tional levels of black Protestants), and we have taken 1nto account
the possibility that the concentration of the Irish 1n cities in the
northeast and middle west sections of the country might have
given them some disproportionate geographic advantage  Finally,
the superior achievement of the Irish in imcome does not result
from the fact that there are more wagearners among the Irish
families than in other families

These data run counter to much of the conventional wisdom
about Irish Catholics in the Umted States, indeed, the data are
at variance with the conventional wisdom among many of the Irish
themselves Such distinguished American-Irish commentatois as
Dantel P Moynihan and Willlam Shannon have lamented the
failure of the American Irish to be economically, socially, and
educationally successful Many of the Irish and non-Irish wiiters
on the subject have evolved all kinds of complex explanations for
the economic “failure” of the American Irish, including rigid
church control, lower middle-class respectability, and, of course,
“the creetur” Many such writers (though scarcely Ambassador
Moynitan) have not bothered yet to try to find an explanation for
the Irish success which this data suggests Indeed, not a few of
them reject 1t out of hand  One crypto-Iiishman on the Harvard
faculty (his name doesn’t brand him, although, if you’re good at
such things, his face surely does) told me that he once attended a
Harvard faculty dinner party 1n which the report containing these
findings was ridiculed as being patently absurd

(Let me simply note here that ow: findings are unassailable
and that no competent specialist 1n demography would ever expect
them to be reversed )

What’s more, 1t would appear that the Irish success in the
United States goes back a long time Our data enabled us to
estimate that college attendance rates for Insh Americans was high
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as far back as the First World War At that time the national
average for college attendance of young people of college age was
17 per cent, but one-quarter of the Irish Catholics who came of
age 1n that era went to college , and the national college attendance
rate for Irish Catholics has been substantially above the national
average ever since At present a little more than two-fifths of
American young people 1n their twenties have attended college,
but three fifths of the Irish Catholics have, which 1s an attendance
rate approximately that of American Episcopalians

It 1s perhaps the misfortune of the American Iiish that the
group to which they have always been compared 1s the Jews, whose
success 11 American soctety has been even more spectacular Bat
the Jews, while victims of persecution and discrimination 1n eastern
Europe, were a literate, urban, or at least town people, many of
them had several generations of background in small commercial
activites The overwhelming majority of the Irish, however, were
land-hungry 1ural proletarians In the first decades of the immi-
gration, at any rate, the Irish were often illiterate and even non-
English speaking or speaking Engiish only as a second language
Comparisons are odious— especially when they are between two
groups that have fought, cooperated, competed, and joimned hands
1n a complex relationship in the cities and in the Democratic party
of the United States One can simply say that the Irish have not
been as successful as the Jews, but neither has anyone else, and
the Irish are more successful than any other Gentile group 1n the
United States Who would have thought 1t ?

In fact, who believes 1t ?

My second point 1s that a very heavy price has been paid for
this achievement  To detail the nature of this price, let me sketch
out very quickly what I take to be four critical components of the
Irish heritage— hoping that your reverences will excuse me for
drastically oversimplifying

First, I take 1t that most of the things that shaped modern
Europe did not happen in Ireland Therefore the line between
Irish culture— stories, poetry, language, music, dreams— and the
remote past 18 cleaner, purer, and more direct that 1t 1s 1n most
European countries Ireland was never invaded by the Romans,
the Teutons, or Goths It was far distant from the religious con-
troversies of the early councils of the church, 1t was relatively
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uninfluenced by the Reformation, the Renaissance, the Fiench
Revolution, and, until very recently, the Industrial Revolution
The ancient ways survived much longer in Ireland than in any
other place 1n western Europe For example, 1t seems that our
ancient ancestors had far more extensive vocabularies than we
moderns do They may not have been able to read and write, but
they had much richer and more flexible ways of expressing their
thoughts to one another In the modern world this has been lost
The typical human vocabulary for ordinary usage 1s about 4,000
words, but among the Irish speaking in the west of Ireland, 1t 1s
6,000 words, and the closer one gets to the Gaeltak, the more
words one has in one’s vocabulary, The love affair with words
that 1s part of being Irish, and to a very considerable extent part
of being Irish American, represents a direct line to the very
ancient and very rich past That this old Irish culture was worth
anything began to be appreciated only with the Celtic revival that
began around 1900 I would note again that by that time most
of our ancestors bad left the country

My second comment is that Irish politics has rarely been the
politics of 1deology and 1ssue but of loyalty, friendship, coalition,
compromise, consensus (this despite Ireland’s history of revolts,
which were exceptions) My friend and colleague Professor
Emmet Larkin has pointed out that the modern Irish political
style grew up 1n the middle nineteenth century when men like
Daniel O’Connell and, later, Parnell combined the Whig shills of
the English parhiament with west of Ineland clan loyalty Larkin
points out, appropriately, I think, that this was precisely the kind
of political style that would prove indispensable 1n American
urban politics  Contrary to popular belief, many of the Famine
immigrants came not knowing the language necessarily but
knowing politics, which was, i fact, more mmportant

My third comment 1s that the Irish Catholic tradition 1s very
ancient, perhaps the oldest in Europe It 1s thoroughly Catholic,
of course, but also very, very Irish, which makes it also unique
and special (Incidentally, I do not mean by “Iuish Catholic
tradition” the set of rigid pieties that some people equate with t,
As Larkin has pointed out, this 1s mostly a middle nineteenth-
century addition to a much older religious tradition) In truth
we don’t know how Ireland was converted , King Leary of Tara
was not, after all, converted by Patrick, and one hundred and
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fifty years later, his descendant, King Dermot, was still not a
Christian By the time the great missionary saints like Brendan
and Columkille set forth to other countries, Ireland was still prob-
ably only half Chuistian  Yet 1t 1s the only country 1n Europe to
become Christtan without conflict, without martyrs, without
compulsion  Slowly, gently, 1t would seem almost without know-
ng 1t, the land became Catholic As the result of this gradual
and gentle change, much that was good and rich and wonderful
1n pre-Christian Irish paganism was preserved  For example, the
Celtic cross was otiginally a fertility symbol  The monks did not
throw 1t out, they merely used 1t to represent Jesus and Maiy and
the reflection of the unity of masculine and feminine 1n God We
also know that the Brigid cross, which I am wearing today, 1s an
ancient Indo European sun symbol that represents the wheel of
the sun moving bach and forth across the sky The pre-Christian
goddess Brigid was the goddess of the sun, and the cross was
her symbel  Her feast was February 1 and her sacred fire burn-
ed in Kildare Conveniently enough there was also a Chiistian
Brigid, who weats on her ieligious habit (and on the ancient Celtic
brew, be 1t noted) the sun symbol The Christian Brigid’s feast
1s February 1 and her monastery just happened to be 1n Kildare

To make the tie-in with the femininity of God just about perfect,
at least some of the cariy Irish Christians, not completely cured of
their pre-Chiistian past, thought that Brigid might just possibly
be the Virgin Mary remncarnate— a nice touch i1f theologically
untenable

Theie was a very stiong strain of penitential discipline 1n
Irish monasticism  (Many writers today think that its T1gors were
exaggetated in order to impress the Romans i the controversy
over the dating of Easter— and afie1 all, esaggeration 1s an Irish
trait with which we aie not unfamihar Incidentally, the Irish
lost the fight with Rome over the dating of Easter On historical
grounds 1t 1s now clear the Irish were right— we usually are, though
1t’s only offictal when a Roman admits 1t!) There was also a
great love of nature, for colot, for human friendship, for
argument, and for warm sensuousness (in the good sense of the
word) The old pagan stories and tales of people hike Deirdre,
Maeve, and Finn McCool were not suppressed but lovingly written
down 1n beautifully 1liustrated and illuminated texts in the same
way the Bible was written down Warmth, beauty, softness, sensi-



26 THE AMERICAN ACHIEVEMLNT

tivity to the God that lurked everywhere 1n nature were and are
very much a part of the essence of Irish Catholicism St Brigid
(or more likely the monkish bard who put the words in her mouth)
pictures God as an Irish king come to a great feast that has been
prepared for him  She says she would like to have a great pool
of ale for the King of Kings, and she would like the heavenly host
to be drinking 1t for all eternity— a religious sentiment that I think
would hardly be held inappropriate here at the Cumann Merriman

Now this poem 1s very Catholic, and I would suggest that
only 1n the Irish Catholic tradition would anyone be so brave and
so daring as to picture God coming to a party and actually enjoy-
g 1t (much the way Jesus must have enjoyed the marriage feast at
Cana) So when I occasionally refer to God as ““the Old Fella,”
I am doing so right out of the old Irish Catholic tradition

Another part of the Jiish tradition 1s learning The Diwds
may not have had an elaborate written language, but they were
passionately interested 1n understanding how things worked
Their successors the monks were commutted scholars as well as
holy men. They wrote down all the ancient pagan folk tales and
sagas of Ireland and at the same time preserved Europzan culture
during the terrible 1invasions of the fifth, sixth, and seventh
centuries It 15 no exaggeration to say that had 1t not been for
the Irish monasteries, much of the Greek and Roman learning
would have been lost The modern world might never have come
to be

(Incidentally, no one can read the tales of ancient Ireland that
the monks set down and think that the Irish were rigid, narrow
puritans  Such characters as Finn McCool, Dermot, Grania,
Deirdre, and Maeve were no better than they had to be— and 1t
turns out they didn’t have to be very good )

Let 1t be noted in winding up this point that now the modern
world has suddenly rediscovered the importance of these things I
have suggested Ireland has had all along We are now convinced
that n folk song, dance, and story there are rich resources from
the past that should not be lost We are also becoming increas-
ingly convinced once again that neighborhood, freedom of choice,
pluralism, and the politics of coalition and consensus are the way
free humans ought to govern themselves, that loyalty 1s saying
that after all we do encounter God not merely 1n abstract
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philosophy books, dry catechisms, or tiresome sermons but in the
experiences of the warmth and beauty of daily hfe Character-
istic of all things Irish, we are finally praised when it 1s almost
too late for us to enjoy 1t

As [ have said, the performance of the American Irish 1n the
social and economic world has been remarkable— and not easy.
They said we were too poor, too ignorant, too contentious, too
church-ridden, and too often drunk to make it They pictured us
as no better than an ape 1n a stovepipe hat, clutching a mug of
beer 1n one fist and a shillelagh in the other They laughed at us,
and now we can laugh all the way to the bank and the country
club The host society looked on us as ignorant, dirty, illiterate,
ntolerable peasants and said we would never be good Americans
They even moved out of the cities and into the suburbs, many of
them, to get away from us Well, we showed them and we show-
ed them good

One of the reasons for our success was our i1mmense stoire of
political skills We knew how to put together coalitions, to
arrange compromises with which everybody could live even though
they made no one completely happy We did so I think, usually
unself consciously, not realizing that we were engaging 1n parti-
cularly Irish behaviour but just taking it for granted that that was
how people acted 1n the politics of neighborhood, precinct, ward,
aty, and nation Similarly, 1n the ecclesiastical area, despite
many disasters past and present, the Irish leadership of the
American church, 1ncluding that great man of Chicago m the
first decade of this century, Archbishop James Quigley, held
together a coalition of incredibly variegated immigrant groups
And 1n the case of Quigley, for example, 1t was done with a style
and 2 pluralistic delight that I’m sure will awe historians for
centuries to come

But even though the Irish political style (about the neighbor-
hood manifestations of which I suspect Professor McCready will
have someting to say this afternoon) has been immensely success-
ful 1n holding together urban coalitions, we were never able to
articulate a rationale for 1t 'We left the political philosophy and
the political science to the €‘goo-goos™ or the “goody-goodies”,
the reformers, the “better” people, those who thought that
government could be run like a corporation, the *rational,”
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scientific bureaucratic types who think that politics 1s about
universal principles, abstiact 1ssues, and buieaucratic regulations
Now we have permitted ourselves to be ashamed of machine
politics, and 1f we are sufficiently well educated and successful,
we rejoice when periodically 1t 1s announced that that last of the
great urban political machines 1s dead (Chicago has a machine,
the city 1s not bankrupt, New York hasn’t a machine and 1s bank-
rupt ) Our young people at colleges and universities aie put
through the deracinating experience that university life 1s suppos-
ed to be and fiequently end up with hatred and— contempt for a
political style and approach (called by my colleague Terry Clark
“nonideological particularism®™) that is the only way to build
effective urban coalition governments in America’s polyglot, poly-
chrome society So just now, precisely when neighborhood
communities, coalition, deceunttalization, and affective politics are
becoming fashionable among the most advanced and radical, or,
alternately, the most thoughtful and perceptive, of American
thinkers, we are abandoaing a political style that had all these
characteiistics fiom the beginning It 1s an example of what I
call Greeleys Law  When Catholics give something up, other
people are just b~ginning to discover (Like the Virgin Mary
whose praises are now being sung by Piotestants while many
American Catholics try to pretend that she 1s not thete)

We still have our love affair with language and many of us
still speak poetry without realizing 1t, but we have pretty much
left behind, at least i any self-conscious and explicit way, an
appreciation for the Irish cultural heritage Oh, we may sing
songs on St Patrick’s Day (though they are usually Iush-
American songs— we haven’t heard of the Chieftains, for which
God forgive us), but we don’t read much poetry and (God forgive
us agamn) we wrnte less of 1t, and as the greatest storytellers the
world has ever known, we don’t tell very many any more. Now
I'm not making this as a critical comment, I do not see how 1t
could have been any different for us  Percerve what happened
we came to America desperately poor and clearly unwanted , we
were told we could never become respectable Americans  All our
efforts were bent at proving them wrong, that we could become
Americans, successful Americans, and still remain Catholic It
meant we had to give up some of our Irish ways, but, after all,
they did not seem to be all that important,



THE AMERICAN ACHIEVEMENT 29

Let me speak of my own family for 2 mement Given the
time and place my grandpaients were born, they were certainly
Irish-speakers, they spoke English too, but Irish was their first
language Yet there 1s only one word in our family memory from
that fantastically rich and culturally valuable language, and that
18 ““amadon™  Obviously, my grandparents made the decision
that to become Americans they had to suppress their own
language I remember very clearly riding downtown on a Lake
Street “EI”’ with my mother and noticing that the people across
the aisle were speaking Italian  She shook her head in dismay,
“You really can’t be an American,” she told me, “unless you
speak English” My mother must have heard that from her
parents I think that losing the old language was a heavy price
to pay, even if we had no choice, 1t was still costly Oddly
enough there are now thousands of young people all around the
country (including two of my nieces) who are taking courses in
the Irish language There are four hundred students enrolled 1n
such courses at the University of Pittsburgh alone History has a
funny way of doing things

Or take the matter of names In my fanuly there are two
female names that keep recurring, ‘Grace’ and ‘Jule * Well, those
are certainly not Celtic names We never could figure out where
they came from until I went back to the old country and discover-
ed all kinds of relatives who were ‘Gramas’ and ‘Sheilas’ The
grandparents must have decided that they even had to Anghcize
their names And then, of course, the common culture played a
trick on us and Sheila became perfectly legitimate as a name for
Americans— as did Brian, Kevin, Eileen, Sean, Kathleen,
Maureen, and even Deirdre  (One of my associates at NORC 1s
named Deirdre, and she’s black You sée what I mean about
history justifying the Irish in the'long run? It reminds me of
Mr Dooley’s famous comment that history always vindicates the
Democrats but only after they’re dead, “f’r nothin’ 15 1ver
officially true ’til a Repooblic’n admits it, and by th’ time 2
Repooblic’n admits anthin’ 1s true, all th’ Dimocrats are long
since dead *’) I even knaow people who changed theirnames
from Brigid to Beatrice when they came to this country because
they felt that Brigid was too Insh to be ‘‘respectable” (To say
nothing of those marvelous nicknames, Bridey and Biddy ) The
pames of the great goddess of light and of the great Insh saint
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not respectable enough ? Baloney But that’s what many of our
ancestors thought You can’t blame them for thinking that way
in the circumstances 1n which they found themselves they had no
choice

Nor 1s there 1n Irish-American culture much of the softness,
the warmth, the love of nature, the sensuousness, the earthiness
‘that 1s characteristic of the Inish Catholic tradition at 1ts best
It may be that that part of the tradition 1s not strong 1n Ireland
just now either, or so it seems to me, but I can tell you that
Catholicism 1n Ireland 1s less up tight, more relaxed, and more
playful than 1t 1s, or at least has been until very recently, 1n the
United States

Sometimes, just for the sake of making trouble, I tell people
(particularly young radicals who are convinced that their genera-
tion has developed something new 1n the way of sexual freedom)
that trial marriage, wife swapping, swinging, and equal rights
for women 1s something the Irish invented I go on to describe
the customs of the Brehon laws and some of the practices of the
Irish nobility up to at least the time of the Synod of Monnooth
Well, they are shocked That isn’t the way the Irish are or ought
to be Fair enough, but “The midnight Court’® 1s a Catholic
poem, and we could do with a lot more of Brian Merriman’s
attitudes toward sexuality 1n the church (both in Ireland and the
United States) and 1 the non-Catholic world too  Sex without
laughter, Merriman seems to be saying, 1s also sex without love

I guess the best way to sum 1t all up 1s to say that I don’t
suppose ninety nme out of one hundred American Irishmen have
ever heard of Brian Merriman 1 hadn’t myself until about five
years ago Such a lack of awareness of something authentic,
unique, and remarkable ont of one’s past 1s just plain tragic

On the other hand, and I think this 1s critically important to
my argument, as well 4s to the future of the American Irish, we
have not stopped bemng Irish Perhaps the best way to demons-
trate this 1s to point out that my colleague Professor McCready
thought to investigate some time ago the extent to which one
eould be accurate 1n predicting the scores of various American
ethnic groups on a wide variety of attrtudes, values and behaviors
merely on the basss of what one could derive as hypotheses from
the Ewropean lsterature abowt the cultures from which these
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groups came * McCready’s hypotheses were overwhelmingly
sustamned Interestingly enough, even though they were relatively
early immigrants to American soctety, the Irish were more distinc-
tive from the British-American mainstream than many of the
ethnic groups that came after them You don’t have to realize
you are Irish, 1n other words, to act Irish

For example, the Irish are the most pohtically activist group
in American society, they are also the most likely to drink and
the most likely to have a serious drinking problem, they over-
choose journalism and law as professions, their family structure
1s strong on authority and low on explicit affection and 1s sharply
distinct from that of other American &thnic groups Their basic
world view 1s the highest of all ethnic collectivities on both fatalism
and hope— which 1s for others a contradiction but for us merely
a paradox that makes sense The Irish are also the American urban
ethnic group most likely to visit siblings each week (Jews and
Italians are most likely to visit parents) They are, despite the
adverse publicity given to them 1n international media the most
socially and politically liberal of Gentile groups in America, and,
oh, yes, they are also that group which 1s best able to cope with
the problems of growing old In other words, in politics, i pro=
fession, 1n basic belief, in drinking, 1n family life, and 1n growing
old, the American Irish are still distinctively and recognizably
Insh  (There 1s some data that show the Irish are more likely than
other American ethnic groups to have frequent sexual intercourse
I den’t know whether to believe this or not, and I’ll refrain from
all yjudgments about how much they might enjoy 1t 1)

How can culture persist if heritage does not? The answer to
that question gets us into one of the most fascinating and funda-
mental research topics in the study of cultural diversity in the
United States Our tentative answer, however, 1s that certain
basic attitudes, traits, values, and behaviours are transmitted
across generational lines in the very early years of life not so much
from explicit 1nstruction from parents as from clues provided by

* See Willam C McCready, ‘‘The Persistence of Ethnic Varation
American Families, Chapter 7, Ethnicity in the United States by Andrew
M Greeley (New York Wiley & Sons, 1974) pp 156-176, and William
C McCready and Andrew M Greeley, “The Transmssion of Cultural Herit-
ages”, m Ethmcity Theory and Experience, edited by Nathan Glazer and

Daniel P Moynihan (Cambridge, Mass Harvard University Press, 1975) pp
209-235
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the subtlé interpersonal environment created by the interactions
and atmosphere of family Iife, particularly that atmosphere of
mntimacy between father and mother  If ethnic characteristics are
passed on at early stage of hife 1n such a subtle fashion (and all
available evidence indicates that they are), then such characteristics
will have remarkable durability and can persist largely undimin-
1shed for many generations even without self-conscious intention to
transmit such characteristics Thus, for example, to take two of
the most characteristic of American Irish traits, their political
activism and theirr weakness for “the creature”, we could find no
diminution of this effect erther by education, by occupation, or by
length of time a family has been 1n the country, also there was no
relationship between Irish self-consciousness and these two effects

It 1s precisely the fact that some ethnic traits can be transmit-
ted across generational lines without any self-conscious intent that
makes 1t possible for a heritage to revive Young Irish Americans
are still writing poetry and short stories without any realization,
for the most part, of the link between singing and storytelling on
the one hand and their past on the other In fact, the present
generation seems more likely to sing and to tell tales than its
predecessors perhaps because 1t feels more free to indulge its lite-
rary propensities Amazingly enough, some of these young people
write poems and tales— or so 1t seems to me— that are quint-
essentially Irish I remember one young Irish-American poet to
whom I gave a collection of Frank O’Connor’s translations of the
old poems say to me after devouring the book, “Hey, those people
think just like I do !

As these young people become more and more conscious of
the origins of their heritage— and the current ethnic revival in
the United States makes this heightened self-consciousness likely—
I would suspect that their Irishness will be strengthened and
reinforced

Hence T am more optimistic than people like my friend
Professor McCaffrey about the revival of ethnic self consciousness
I don’t say that such a revival will occur, I simply say that the
raw material 1s present for such a revival If you ask me for my
prediction, I will respond with an appropriate mixture of Irish
fatalism and hope, For as you know, in any serious Irish conver-
sation two things must be said Furst of all, ““Ah, they were
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great times and great places and marvelous people, but, sure, 1t’s
all over, 1t’s done with, they’ll not see our like agan

Then, as the evening wears 01 and more of the creature 1s con-
sumed, “Well, sure, there’s still some of us around >’

So by way of brief summary, we became successful, we kept
our political style (though unself-consciously and unexplicitly),
but we forgot about or pushed down 1nto our subconscious or un-
conscious minds the rich memories of our cultural and religious
traditions  Yet these traditions still lurk in our personalities
because of our early socialization experiences, and they can be
recalled and revitalized— with suprising case, perhaps

What about the future of the Irish Americans ? First of all,
I think we should not kid ourselves about the persistence of anti-
Irish feeling in American society In the environments where most
of us live and work, 1t does not exist, but 1t 1s powerful indeed 1n
the great universities, the elite national media, the large founda-
tions, and 1n many of the more intellectual government bureau-
cractes Few Irish Catholics are to be found there and they are
not wanted— not unless they have apostasized and have turned
vigorously agamst their own heritage and their own people
Neither Mayor Richard Daley of Chicago nor Ambassador Daniel
Moynthan would be subject to as much hatred and vitupsration
as they are if they did not have the ‘“‘misfortune’ to be Irish
Recently, for example, I read two insanely vicious attacks on Pat
Moynihan, both quite explicitly explaining that he hates starving
little children because he 1s Irish  In the world of lots of people
who do the thinking, writing, interpreting, and funding for
American society, the old anti-Irish prejudices are as strong as
ever— and usually unconscious When you ask, “Don’t you think
1t’s bigotry to suggest that most Irish politicians are dishonest or
that Pat Moynihan 1s a stage Irish comedian 7’ the response 1s
likely to be, ““But isn’t 1t true that most Irish politicians are
corrupt, and 1sn’t 1t true that Moynihan says most of the things
he does for effect ? And 1sn’t that the Irish way of doing things ?
These people may not affect our lives directly, but let me assure
you, my friends, they affect the world in which we live and m
which our children grow up

Incidentally, on the subject of Richard J Daley . I have
been asked repeatedly by Insh journalists and intellectuals how
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the Irish Americans ever managed to be captured by such a
reactionary fascist My standard response is that I didn’t know
Irish journalists and intellectuals judgsd a political leader by what
they read about him 1n a half-column article 1n 7Time magazine

Like all political leaders Daley made his mustakes, he was still,
by almost universal agreement, the best municipal administrator
1n America Every time he ran for office he was reelected not by
the Irish but by the blacks and the Poles, capturing 80 per cent of
the vote from those two very different ethnic groups In the last
election, Daley polled 65 per cent of the Jewish vote against a
Jewish opponent No man who 1s either a reactionary or a
fascist could possibly do that Daley was a very astute, skiliful,
and sensitive Irish politician— perhaps the best 1n the twentieth
century It 1s a measure of the pervasive influence of anti-Irish
feelings 1n the elite sectors of American life that Daley’s image 1n
the world press i1s what 1t 1§

But the anti-Irish feelings ought to be no effective barrier to
us In the final analysis, what comes of the American Irish 1s
something that 1s up to them I am sure that there are three or
four extremely wealthy Irish millionaires 1n this audience who
will dash up to me after my presentation, checkbook 1n hand, and
ask me what they can do to revitalize the Irish-American com-
mumity and Irish-American self-consciousness Let me tell you
what I think

The future challenge for Irish Americans will be to recover
the spirit of scholarship and learning that 1s part of our heritage
We are well educated— 1ndeed, the best educated Gentile group
1n American society— but we are thin on scholarship and learn-
mg While we have produced writers like O’Neil and Farrell,
O’Connor and Power, they have been alienated {rom, one might
say even pushed, out of the Irish-American community Let me
ilustrate what I mean by pomting to the unbelievably brilliant
and beautiful book, World of Our Fathers by Irving Howe, a book
about the New York Jews No one could write such a book about
the Irish-American experience And 1t 1s not that we do not
have writers as skilled as Howe, though he 1s indeed a superlative
writer, but because an Irish Catholic Irving Howe would not have
available the scholarly and hterary resources with which to work
Our Jewish brothers have produced a fantastic amount of scholarly
research and literary publications describing their experience 1n
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this country There are Jewish research centers, Jewish studies
programs, Jewish endowed chairs at universities, Jewish scholarly
conferences, Jewish literary prizes, Jewish artistic and literary
commissions Even though we are only shightly behind them
income, we have little 1If any comparable resources for culture
study We cannot talk about our politics, we cannot recapture
our experience 1n either Ireland or America, we cannot rediscover
the roots of our own immense cultural heritage without such
resources I am not suggesting that we are inferior to the Jews
because they have done 1t and we have not, I am simply pointing
out that we have had different histories 1n the U S A and that
now we are beginning to enter an era, I think, when the nstitutes,
the research centers, the funded chairs 1n Irish or Irish-American
studies, the literary prizes, the historical competitions could be as
useful a part of Irnsh-American hfe as their like are to Jewish-
American Iife It would be an effective way to refute the bigots
and an even more effective way to equip our young people to
realize how rich a resource their own tradition 1s as they begm to

enter the worlds of the foundation, the national media, and the
university.

There 1s one very strong response that might be made to this
plea of mine for a rediscovery of Irish scholarship and learning,
as well as the encouragement of literary and poetic activities
And that 1s, who needs 1t? Who cares what they think about
us? Who cares what others say ? Let the Jews have their novels,
their poetry, their magazines, and their chairs of Jewish studies.
Why should we be bothered ?

It 1s an arguable positton However, 1t seems to me that
there are two weaknesses to 1t  First, we cheat our fellow
Americans that way There 1s much 1n the Irish tradition of poli-
tics, culture, and religion that responds to the needs and desires
contemporary humans are feeling again— for a warm religion of
emotion, the politics of neighborhood, coalition, and loyalty, and
for a culture that reaches far into the past and deep into the roots
of the human personality =~ We have that from our tradition—
however much we have forgotten 1t , 1t wou'd be a shame not to
share 1t with others

But there 1s a more important reason, I think, why we should
recapture our tradition of scholarship and learning It 1 the
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Irish thing to do  Granted that we first had to establish our-
selves 1n this country, granted that much of our education was
practical and pragmatic, but now we have made 1t, and not to be
interested 1n scholarship and learning, not to try to rediscover
and share with others the riches of our past would be a horrend-
ously un-Irish way to act How dare we say that ideas, history,
and learning are unimportant, we whose ancestors kept alive the
light of civilization for Europe through the Dark Ages? How
dare we not respect poetry and storytelling among our own kind,
we whose predecessors were the finest poets and the greatest story-
tellers m the history of the human condition? That we had not
the time or the resources to do 1t until now 1s understandable,
but, God forgive us— and I fear Brigid, Patrick, Columkille,
Brendan, and all the rest will not— 1if we turn aside now from
the scholarly dimensions of our own tradition

Let me be blunt about 1t For a people whose past 1s filled
with writers, storytellers, poets, and scholars, we have produced
m America very few of any of these and have encouraged even
fewer 1In truth, and again, heaven forgive us for 1t, we have
often discouraged those who wished to pursue learning and
culture  And too often 1t was not merely what one wrote— since
what one wrote was rarely read— but the mere fact of writing
was sufficient to make people suspicious of one of their own who
dared to pursue the Iiterary arts (And 1f this sounds like a
comment on personal exprience, let me assure you that it 18)
We did not even have to read our own writers to know we didn’t
like them

Well, the past 1s the past, and 1t had its own reasons, which
we must try hard to understand sympathetically We are still
Irish  We are not Irish like our relatives 1n Ireland are, because
for several generations now we have had different expriences
But we are in love with language, we dream great dreams, we
are masters of politics, we are paradoxically hopeful fatalists,
and we tend to drink too much, We are still Irish We are the
heirs to one of the richest religious, cultural, scholarly, and
political traditions of human history It 1s time we learned more
about 1t, time for us to understand 1t better, time for us to give
more self-conscious thoughts to who we are and where we came
from It 1s t me we shared our rich resources with our fellow
Americans,
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By way of conclusion, let me do a faitly Irish thing and
quote three poems, one written by an Irish-American woman,
one by a fourteen year-old boy, and one, oddly enough, by me

A MINSTREL CALLING

Once I tripped over a piece of music and never been the same,
Can’t remember exactly when nor even know the name

It may have been in Church one morn,

Or 1t may have been 1n carnegie hall,

But 1t matters not at all for the call still spoke my name
Come, 1t said— come to my feast, put furrowed brow aside,
There’s always time for peace dear friend, but now’s a holy war
War against the yawn— my boy,

We need heroes and some clowns

You laugh but ever was a fiend,

More dread than a puffed up frown ?

Takin’ 1tself so serious, you’d think the godhead had passed on,
That there was no reason for the dance, no purpose to the song
Ah, the world 1s filled with mischief, 1t’s a tease to men like ye,
To make you throw your hands up, in a gesture if you please
To say there’s not a hope on earth of things ever working out,
That fear and worry carried the day, and death won out,

no doubt,
But the music plays forever, for those with ears to hear,

And the stone keeps rolling back again, for over a thousand

years
So listen fiiend, come now it said,

Don’t waste time to clear the shelf
Hold the flute 1n earnest now,
You might just trip another dolt yourself

Nancy Gallagher McCready
May 14, 1976

WHERE IS THE LIGHT?

Where 15 the light ?

Has 1t left our minds and tragically left the candle
Which ignites our love

That we forever base our life on

Where is the light ?
Is 1t just aware of that solemn glare
And decided to leave the presence.
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Where 1s the light ?
Has 1t left our minds to disappointively find
Our passion, bluer than ever

Where 1s the Iight ?
Has 1t met 1ts match in the tunnel below
Where light can’t shine and goom can glow

Is this tunnel too thick for the light to shine ?

I see the tunnel I see the light!
George Connelly
April 21, 1976

DEDICATION

At morning’s first misty light

They came out of the primal bogs

And worshiped i the holy woods

They tended the sacred fire

And sang of the land of promise
beyond the seas in the fabled west

They told tales of heroines and gods
Sad Deirdre, mighty Finn
Noble Dermot, frenzied Maeve
Then Podraig—
And soft as summer ramn
A new and loving god

came gently to their dreams

Ah, great men they were and women too
But 1t’s all over, ’tis the end
We shall not see their like again

Bards and monks, scholars and saints
Bishops and kings, hermits and pilgrims
They printed the books and taught the schools
and claimed they prayed the whole night long
By the smoking peat the learned scholar
With weary eye and bobbing head read his sacred text,
And zealous Pangar Ban pursued the local mice
While Holy Brigid kept a great pool of ale
for the welcoming of the King of Kings
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Doubtless brave and a little mad
They Iit the lamps of Europe
Conquered the conquering Dane
and then Iit the lamps again
While Holy Brendan sailed to the land of promise in the west

Insula sanctorum ? Not always

Still, great men they were  and women too
But 1t’s all over, ’tis the end

We shall not see their like again

Through rocky fields they walked, down the muddy lanes

Past the empty cottage and by the youthful corpse

On to the leaky ships, across the mountain sea

Sick, hungry, poor, afraid

Into the slum, the tavern, the gutter

The mill, slaughterhouse, the early tomb

Like Holy Brendan they sailed to the land of promise 1n the west
and found hatred, misery, and sudden death

Oh, yes great men they were— and women too
But 1t’s all over, ’tis the end
We shall not see their like again

Out of theu neighborhoods they climbed
Onto ““the cars,” wnto “the force”
Teacher and priest, mayor and doctor
Lawyer and crook, nun and nurse
They sang, they danced, they talked the whole night long
They cried at births, they laughed at wakes
They drank, they talked, they fought
and then they talked again
And on dark gray autumn afternoons
they prayed for the triumph of Notre Dame,

Indeed great men they were—and women too
But 1t’s all over, ’tis the end
We shall not see their like again

So 1t 18 all over now

And tears flow at the country club

For all the glories that were

And all the greatness that might have been
We made 1t at last in the land of promise
And damn proud we are

We showed them We won, we gotin
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It 1s the end of our tale

But what does 1t matter ?

We glow briefly 1a the sun’s lingering flame

As, martin glass 1n hand, for the final time
we pray for the triumph of Notre Dame

Ah, great men we are—and women too

But 1t’s all over, ’tis the end
They shall not see our like again

So lean thinker and towering poet
What are you two doing here ?
Have you not heard my sad refrain ?
The tale 1s told, Tis over, finished, done
Join the others at the wake

and sing and drink to the end of 1t all
Poet and wise man, druid and monk
Migrant and rebel, monsignor and cop
All dead and buiied in the ground

Today 1n the land of promise, can 1t be ? Is 1t true ?
Are there still some of us around ?
Are there stories yet to be told ?
A few mysteries still to be probed ?
Songs to be sung, work to be done
i the melting pot that didn’t melt ?
Not yet curtains for the crazy celt ?

So, generous teachers and loyal friends,

The sun still rises over the misty bogs,

Not all that far from Scarsdale to Mayo
or from Kerry to Oak Park

Let 1t then be wiit on the morning sky

God help them all
But 1t 1s not the end
They shall indeed see our like again
Andrew M Greeley
June 21, 1976
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The Italian Americans
A Bicentennial Perspective

RupoLpH J. VECOLI

“decidenti al’America e a quel Colombo che I'ha scoperta,
(Curse America and that Columbus who discovered her) As I
was glowing up in Connecticut, I heard this expression frequently
on the lips of my mother and our paesami  Said 1n moments of
frustration, of homesickness, of anger, this imprecation expressed
a judgment about the experience of immigration, a judgement
made by the immigrants themselves I take this then as a motif
of the history of the Italians in America

During this Bicentennial year, it may seem inappropriate to
dwell upon the less happy aspects of the Italian American experi-
ence After all this1s a celebration— 1sn’t 1t? Should we not
speak of Colombo and Vespucer? of Mazzer and Beltrami? of
Meucct and Fermi ? of Sinatra and Dimagglo? Or perhaps we
should extoll the glories of the rinascimento, of Michelangelo,
Leonardo, Raphael, Galileo Should we not catalogue the con-
tributions of the Itahan genius to American culture— to 1its art,
1ts music, 1ts architecture ? It would be so easy to indulge in such
puffery, and 1t would be so pleasing to the ears of my audience
After all we all enjoy flattery and what harm would a little pat on
the back do? My basic objection to self-congratulatory “history™
1s that 1t 1s a counterfeit, it falsifies, indeed denies the real story
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of the Itallan Americans Rather than history, 1t1s a kind of
mythology which obscures rather than clarifies the experience of
the Italian immigrants By doing so 1t makes 1t more difficult for
those of us who are Italian Americans to know and to accept our
authentic past

We— and American society as a whole—1n my judgement are
deficient 1n self-knowledge, 1n part because while all human
history contains pain, suffering, and defeat, the history of these
United States has been told as a triumphal procession towards
unlimited progress and happiness, to suggest that it has been
something less seems almost unpatriotic  We, Italian Americans
(as has been true for other ethnic groups) have simply tried to
make our history conform to that national success story But it
seems that after the traumas of the 1960s, political assassinations,
domestic violence, Vietnam, and Watergate, we are all sadder and
wiser  The mood of this Bicentennial Year 1s far from the spirit
of self-satisfied nationalism of 1876, rather we are 1 a skeptical
mood of self-sctutiny The history of the Italian Americans
should be approached in the same spirit  What follows are my
reflections on that history, personal reflections, 1nformed by my
experience as the son of Italian immigrant parents as well as by
study Another person would probably see things differently

The most tragic aspect of the immigration probably was the
way 1t divided immigrant parents from American born children
In the schools and on the streets, the children learned more
quickly than their fathers and mothers the English language and
American ways They also learned to be ashamed of the old
country manners, the speech, the very appearance of their green-
horn parents I remember at a certain age how I hated to g0
downtown with my mother, perhaps my schoolmates would see
me with her, they would know I was different, an Italian and not
an American I would always lag behind a few steps and pretend
to be by myself And I remember the shame of having to go to
the townhall to serve as an interpreter for my father Now we
know how umiversal this feeling was among the children of 1mm;-
grants, generated by the pressures of American culture which
deemed anything foreign as inferior and contemptible With their
keen instinct for survival, children learned quickly that to be
Italian or Polish or Greek was to be bad, to be American was
to be good And how we ached to bs American! When we
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come to contemplate our autobiographies as adults, and our
collective histories, we must deal with those feelings of in-
feriority which were inculcated 1n us by our teachers (well-meaning
Yankee ladies and Irish nuns who wished to make us into good
Iittle Americans) So when we discuss Italian American history,
we would rather speak of Giuseppe Verrazzano and William Paca
than of our parents, yetitis zzey who are the main protagonists
of that history Of course, this type of filiopietism (itself a mis-
nomer since 1t stems from a rejection of, not reverence for, one’s
ancestry) 1s not peculiar to Italian Americans, 1t has been
characteristic of all ethnic groups which have been stigmatized as
inferior by the dominant Anglo-American society Since we could
not identify with John Winthrop, Nathan Hale, George
Washington, Robert E Lee, etc, we had to find our own ethnic
heroes to demonstrate that we too had played a role 1n American
history, 1 e, that we had as good a claim to bemng good
Americans as they— except we didn’t behieve 1t

A very healthy recent development 1n my judgement 1s our
new perception of the United States as a pluralistic society The
“new ethnicity” movement rests upon the basic tenet that no one
ethnic group, no one cultural tradition, no one history, should
dominate this country , 1t also rejects the “Melting Pot” ideal in
which all groups and cultures are to be assimilated nto an
American type Rather we aie coming to perceirve and appreciate
the way 1n which ethnic diversity can enrich the lives of all of us ,
rather than being a source of shamwe and stigma, differences are
being affirmed as a source of pride and identity What a wonder-
ful thing that in our lifetimes, groups long oppressed by a sense of
self-hatred and inferiority have been able to assert that ¢Black 1s
Beautiful,” <Polish 1s Beautiful,” ¢Italian 1s Beautiful ” Of
course, they all are, and this 1s the glory and beauty of America

This ethnic renassance, this rediscovery of the richness of
America’s multiple cultures constitutes a cultural revolution, a
quiet, nonviolent (for the most part) revolution, which will have
an enormous liberating effect upon future generations of
Americans Imagine an America where no one need feel ashamed
or rejected because of his skin color, nose shape, the sound of his
name, the food he eats, or the religion he practises— and where
no one will be subjected to the cruelty of so-called ethnic jokes.
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We know that a child who accepts himself, who enjoys self-esteem,
has the best chance of becoming an effective, mature adult We
also know that the child who has a positive identification with his
own family history and cultural traditions 1s most likely to
develop an integrated, positive self-identity The study of the
history of the Italian Americans or any other ethnic group there-
fore becomes much more than an academic enterprise , 1t 1s for the
members of that group an adventure 1n self-discovery and self-
understanding, a path to greater maturity But the study of
these various ethnic histories must not be limited exclusively to
group members, indeed we need to know the stories of other
groups 1n order to better understand our own and to comprehend
the manner in which the total American pluralistic society has
evolved Thus we do not approach the history of the Italian
Americans 1n a spurit of ethnocentiicity, we are not intent on
proving that “we” are better than anyone else, we know that
all groups, including ours, has an equal place in this American
mosaic

What then can we say about the history of the Italians in
America 1n the few pages alloted to us ? First, we should recog-
nize that this 1s a vast and complex suhject, one which would
require a library of books to describe adequately, books most of
which have not as yet been written  Consider the magnitude of
the Italian imnugration, over five million men, women, and
children have come to this country over the past 150 years, two
thirds of them 1n the first two decades of this century At the
high point, 1907, almost 300,000 arrived in one year A viitual
tidalwave of humanity swept upon the American shore Who
were these newcomers whose faces, apprehensive, frightened,
determined, look out at us from the photographs taken at Ellis
Island ? ‘“America, the land that gathers the rebels, the muiser-
able, the very poor,” declared Emanuzl Carnevali, himself an
imnugrant at age 16 Certainly 1t 1s true that for the entire
history of European immuigration, 1t was not the upper classes,
the nobulity, the wealthy, who emigrated, rather those who came
were seehing a better life  The great majority of the Italians
were artig.am and contadini, working people, attracted by America
la terra del dollaro , here they hoped to earn higher wages, often
to return to their paese They cams from all regions of Italy
Among the first were the figurina, who made statues of plaster,
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from Lucca and fruit peddlers from Liguria, stone workers from
Friuli and barbers from Sicily, masons from Lombardy and
tailors from Campania, and contadim (peasants), from all over,
but especially from the poor regions of the South Imitially the
men came, only later after they had decided to remain did they
send for wives, daughters, and sweethearts Following the old
adage, “Moglie e buor da paesi suor” (Wives and cattle from your
own towns), they preferred to send back for therr brides rather
than marry American girls ““L’America, donne senza colore e
Sfrutta senza sapore,” (America, women without color and fruit
without taste), they said Most striking was the youthful age of
the immigrants, mostly between 15 and 30, and not a few boys
emigrated alone at ages of 14 or younger Certainly emigration
was undertaken in the spirit of adventure but 1t was basically
motivated by economic need, a growing population, madequate,
exhausted land, high taxes, all these sent the young people
abroad in search of pane e lavoro (bread and work) In thinking
about the immigrants then we must see them as full of life and
spirit, capable of prodigious of work, willing to submit to untold
hardships 1n order to fulfill their mission, to save a few hundred
dollars so as to return to the paese to buy land, pay off the mort-
gage, provide a dowry for a sister, or an education for a son
And many, almost half, did return, some having achieved therr
goals, others defeated, mutilated 1n 1ndustrial accidents, 11l with
tuberculosis Observers remarked on how a few years in America
wore out of these vigorous young people Because in truth, they
found 1n America una vita dura

Italians were welcome in America for a time, because they
were needed by American industry Emma Lazarus’s lines on the
base of the Statue of Liberty, “Give me your tired, your poor,
your huddled masses yearning to breathe free, the wretched refuse
of your teeming shore Serd these, the homeless, tempesttost to
me, I Iift my lamp beside the golden door,” had they been able to
read them, would have brought a cynical smile to the faces of the
Italian immigrants America was for them not a refuge, an
asylum, rather 1t was a place to work— and work they did 1nces-
santly On the railroads and the subways, 1n the mines, and the
steel mills, 1n the sweat-shops of the garment industry and textile
factories, they worked— sometimes 12 hours or more a day, six
or even 7 days a week, for wages of $1 50 or $2 00 a day
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Exploited? Of course, they were exploited Yet they usually
submitted because of therr determination to earn the sacred
American dollar, or because they had no choice, ignorant of the
language and the customs, often at the meicy of a countryman
who acted as the padrone— boss Then they rebelled, as n
Lawrence, Massachusetts in 1912, Paterson, New Jersey 1n 1913,
the Mesab1 range n 1916  As a result the Italians earned a re-
putation as docile workers for which they were hated by American
labor, and a reputation as violent anarchists for which they were
feared by American employers.

Among the many different nationalities n America, few have
encountered more hostility and prejudice than the Italians  They
were denounced as wagecutters by organized labor, as radicals by
business, as inferior breeds by the scientists of the day, ¢‘beaten
men of beaten races’ 1n the words of future president Woodrow
Wilson, as bloodthirsty criminals adept in the use of the stiletto
Italians were victims of physical assaults mn the streets by gangs,
on the job by other workers In the southern and western states,
quite a number were lynched by mobs The Italians were not
even welcome 1n the Catholic Churches, since they were viewed by
the American (Irish) Catholics as little better than pagans Many
residential neighborhoods were closed to Italians until recent
decades, as were social clubs, and high status occupations This
story of systematic discrimination to which the Italians were (and
to some extent still are) subjected 1s yet to be told Once American
mdustry decided 1t no longer needed the “Dago’ ditch diggers, the
immigration restriction laws of the 1920s almost entirely excluded
them The Italians as ‘‘undesirables * were limited to a quota of
5,802 a year by the law of 1924 The quota system which was
based on explicitly racist assumptions remained in effect until 1965
Of course, the effect of this policy was to severely limit the number
of Italian immigrants

I have touched upon these painful and negative aspects of the
history of the Italian Americans not to stir up bitter memories,
but to remind us that these are fundamental qualities of that
history, Any discussion which omits them falsifies that history
If we are to be true to the memory of our immigrant ancestors,
we must also remember what they suffered and endured Hope-
fully, this will make us more sensitive to and sympathetic with
those who continue to be exploited and despised One of the
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dangers of achieving some success, upward social mobility as the
sociologists call 1t, 1s that we tend to forget, even reject our
humble social origins To do so, 1n my opinion, 1s to cut our-
selves off from a source of nspiration ana direction At least for
me, as I think of my father, a construction laborer, and my
mother, sometime seamstress and laundry-woman, I find their
example of fortitude, determination, and resourcefulness, a valu-
able heritage which I hope my children will know and cherish

But to dwell on suffering and hardship would also be a dis-
tortion of the Italian immigrant experience, because there was
also much joy and satisfaction Most of the immugrants accepted
the harsh realities and made the best of them In their tenement
rooms or company houses, they created homes for thetr families
alive with love and beauty Once families were established they
served as the focus for social and cultural life Domesticity may
be the highest art perfected by the Italians, everything revolved
about the household and the family In so far as possible the
way of life of the paese was maintained, for the immigrants took
to heart the proverb “Chu lascia la via vecchia per la nuova, sa
quel che perde ma non sa quel che trova” (He who leaves the
old way for the new knows what he 1s losing, but not what he
will find) In the intervals between work and in the household
routines, the husband and wife then found the traditional satis-
factions, the cultivation of a vegetable garden, the making of
Pasta, the glorious season of winemaking, the family meals to-
gether, the gatherings with paesani and relatives, the holidays
of pasqua and Natale, the feastdays of the patron saints Here
in this round of Iife, our parents created a world of meaning to
which they could withdraw from the confusion and harshness of
the factory and the city In short, the Italian immgrants,
although often semi-literate peasants brought with them a
humanistic way of life, a sense of measure, of order, of moral-
ity, which they maintained despite the pressures of modern
society  In retrospect, we can see that this was no small accom-
plishment, and although as children we may not have fully
appreciated the discipline and the restraints, we now see more
clearly the need for such a domestic culture as essential to a
civihzed life  Of course, our immigrant parents were not
paragons or saints, there were domestic conflicts aplenty  Some
families functioned more lovingly than others, but beneath it all
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there was a sense of order, of proper relationships between
husband and wife, between parents and children Thus, the family
was the major strength of the Italian immigrants as they made
their wayin a strange, often hostile, environment Within the
family were cultivated the love of food, music, and sociability,
which gave to Italian American Iife 1ts distinctive quality

Of course, times have changed since those days of half a
century ago, more or less, when ¢Little Italies’ were being
established 1n cities all over the country The immigrant genera-
tion 1s slowly passing from the scene, the average age of the
survivors 1s now 1n the eighties The second generation, the
American born children, are now middle-aged or beyond often
with grown children who constitute the third generation  Alto-
gether the three generations may number some ten million
Italian Americans To attempt to describe this population today
1s indeed a hazardous business Italian Americans are scattered
all over the country and at all levels of the social structure
Certainly as was to be expected a great deal of assimilation has
taken place. La via vecchia has 1n fact been abandoned for la via
nuova, to a greater or lesser degree, by the second and third
generations  This reflects, of course, the upward soctal mobility
reflected 1n higher levels of educational achievement, of profes-
sional and managerial occupations, and n higher income levels
According to a recent study by Andrew Greeley, Italian Americans
rank higher 1n income than any Protestant group This may be
a reason for self-congratulation considering the point of departure
from a position among the lowlest and least regarded element
1 the working class To observe that the children and grand-
children of the contadim have become professionals, managers,
and technicians 1s a tribute to the open class system of American
society (in fact the promise of American turned out not to be a
fraud for the second and third generations), but 1t 1s even more a
tribute to the immigrant generation which provided the base,
moral as well as economic, from which their descendants could
move upward It was the immigrants who spent a Lifetime carry-
ing a hod, as did my father, or mining coal, or mending shoes,
who paid the costs of our progress » if we have been able to realize
Some success 1t 1s because of their sacrifices

With upward social mobility have come other cultural
changes ; the old neighborhoods have largely been deserted for



THE ITALIAN AMERICANS 49

more comfortable, suburban districts In part this has been due
to the bulldozing of those areas to make way for freeways, public
housing, and new commercial developments Certainly urban
renewal and housing policies have hastened the demise of the
“Lattle Ttalies”  Of course, they are not all gone, one can still
find compact Italian neighborhoods on the West Side of Chicago
and the North End of Boston, 1n Brooklyn, South Philadelphia,
and elsewhere Now we find a new concern to sustain these
ethnic communities which are at last recogmized as sources of
stability and vitality which are so urgently needed in our cities
Although only a minority of the Italian American population
forms part of ethnic residential communities, does this mean that
the majority have become completely assimilated and no longer
participate 1n a meaningful way 1n an Itallan American culture ?
Quite the contrary, 1t appears that thanks to the automobile and
the telephone 1t 1s possible to maintain membership 1n an ethnic
community without living m a compact settlement, Through
various societies and associations, cultural clubs, and religious
mstitutions, many Italian Americans retain an active sense of
ethnic identity and participation Whereas 1n the past such
affiliations were usually defined along regional or local lines, such
as the societa di mutuo succorso of the paesami, now 1t tends to
reflect the social class differentiation among Italian Americans
The old exclusiveness of compam lismo appears to have been replac-
ed by class distinctions  But the substance of these associations,
whether 1t be politics, culture or religion, seem often to have more
to do with America than with Italy, and this 1s probably as it
should be

Although the maintenance of /2 via vecchia would have been
possible only by complete separation from American society as 1s
practised by the Hutterites, the transition to la via nuova 1s for
many Italian Americans far from complete— and many of us are
now questioning whether 1t 1s completely desirable  The headlong
rush toward total Americanization (whatever that might mean)
which was characteristic of many of the second generation during
the 1930s and ’40s 1s no longer typical of Italian Americans.
Rather more and more we are asking what 1s 1t that we are losing?
what are we surrendering ? what price assimilation? As we
review the options offered by our market economy for cultural
goods and services, la via vecchia, at least 1n certain respects,
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looks better and better American white bread sticks mn our
throats, we yearn for the crusty pame that crunches under the
tecth, we think of the lost art of home winemaking and seek to
revive 1t, but more important than the things of the stomach, we
seek nourishment for the spirit (although for the Italian the two
are closely related) We know now the value of that network of
Jarmiglia and paesani, but once 1t has been rent can 1t be mended ?
of the warmth and security of relationships which are not func-
tional or contingent, but are as secure as the elements of nature

As we see our children adrift 1n a normless society, we stand 1
awe of our immigrant ancestors who had such a firm grip on
themselves and on reality One cannot help feel that Americani-
zation meant among other things filling the head with 1llusions and
delusions Can we recapture for ourselves and for our children
that sure sense of self, that clear-eyed view of the world? In
short, 1t seems to me that many of my generation are seeking a
via media (another Italian quality) Unable to return to la via
vecchia, unwilling to embrace entirely la via nuova, we seek to find
firm ground somewhere 1n the middle Is 1t possible ?

While 1ndividually we work out our particular answers to that
question, collectively as Italian Americans we have certain res-
ponsibilities to fulfill  Collective action has never been a forte of
the Italians, either in Italy or America Here as there for too*
long the ancient prejudices of regionalism have obstructed the
development of community, and the lack of unity has certainly
hindered the collective progress of the Italian Amerians Realiz-
ing this, we have looked to the Jews and more recently the blacks
as models of ethnic solidarity (little realizing the internal divisions
within those groups) Recently there 1s evidence that in the
second and particularly the third generations, such mternal differ-
ences are being mcreasingly surmounted, and the possibility for
cooperation 1s beng realized What then should be our common
objectives ?

Perhaps because I am an historian, I would place the cultiva-
tion of Itahan American history high on the list of prionties, I
also happen to agree with Ole Rolvagg, the Norwegian American
novelist, who asserted  “If a man 1s to realise in full measure
the potentialities of his own being, he must first of all learn to
know his own people’s history and literature > We need to
preserve and study the history of our immigrant ancestors, not
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out of a spirit of reverence, but in order to understand that
experience which has contributed so largely to making us what we
are That history as I have indicated 1s vast indeed, 1t includes
literally mitlions of individual stories, many of which I am sure
deviate sharply from the general experience outlined above Most
of those stories are now beyond our reach, although there may be
some records, letters, diaries, photographs, which have captured
bits and pieces of them, these should be preserved But of those
survivors who are still with us we should take full advantage
recording their memories which are a part of our heritage  Oral
history as historians call 1t 1s not a mysterious process With a
limited amount of training, anyone can become a recorder of valu-
able historical information Certainly 1t should be a community
project and not restricted to professional historians Advice and
guidance can be provided by the American Italian Historical
Association, an organization of some 300 members, both lay
persons and scholars

It 1s also logical to assume that those of us who identify as
Italian Americans tend to be more interested in the fortunes o
Italy than other Americans Certainly we have relatives ther
with whom we correspond or whom we visit on occasion W
also tour the peninsula and island and often develop an interest 1§
the history and culture of the country Thus when adversityt
strikes the Italian people, we 1dentify more perhaps than others do
with the vicums It 1s only natural that after the recent earth-
quakes 1n Friuli Itallan Americans should take the initiative to
provide relief to the bereaved and the homeless Most Italian
Americans do not follow Italian politics closely, a difficult task in
any case, and as compared with certain other ethnic groups, they
are less mvolved with such political conflicts 1n the country of
ongin The recent elections posed a dilemma for Italian Americans
While the entry of the Communists 1nto the Italian government 18
certainly an issue to be debated with pros and cons, the instinctive
anti-Communist reaction of many Italian Americans appears to be
rather mindless But 1t was most offensive to have a discredited
political hack such as John Connally, presuming to be the spokes-
man for democracy 1n Italy, as chairman of the Citizens Alliance
for Mediterranean Freedom Connally indulged in an extra-
ordimary display of presumption and stupidity , but unfortunately
a number of prominent Italian Americans followed themselves to
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be taken i by his anti-communist game  Where are the
Italian Americans willing to stand up and say it 1s time for the
CIA and the USA and the John Connallys to stop meddling in
Italian affairs ?

If there 1s an Italian American culture, 4s I believe there 1s,
1t should also be a concern of our ethnic community to support
and nourish that culture One of the most impressive develop-
ments 1 recent years has been the flowering of Italian American
talent 1n the arts Creative artists for the first time are drawing
upon their Italian heritage for themes and forms One need
mention only Francis Ford Coppola and Martin Scorsese 1n films,
Mario Puzo and Gay Talese in literature, Gregory Corso and
Lawrence Ferlinghetti mm poetry, Frank Stella and Mark D1
Suvero 1n painting and sculpture; and Dominick Argento 1n
opera The Italian American community should recognize and
encourage such creative artists more than it has in the past It
should celebrate such artistic achievements as well as the heroes
of popular culture It should also do much more to encourage
the teaching of Itahan language, literature, and culture, from the
grade school level to the university ‘

We ate entering a new stage in the comtmuing evolution of
an Italian American 1dentity and an Italian American community
If I were to make a prediction, I think we are on the verge of an
era of umty and creativity in which the Itahan influence will
permeate American society The basis for this new age of Italian
American emergence will be a cooperative relationship bstween
the Italian American community and the Italian American artists
and academics This will be a fitting and long cherished
memorial to those immigrant ancestors who laid the basis for
these accomplishments through their sacrifices and sufférings
Then perhaps the ancient curse, “Accidenti al’America e a quel
Colombo che I’ha scoperta,” will be laid to rest



4

Carpatho-Ruthenman Resources and Assimilation,
1880-1924 A Preliminary Survey*

RICHARD RENOFF

Even 1n this era of heightened ethnic awareness and pluralism
most Americans are probably unaware of the existence of the tiny
Carpatho Ruthenian group which was part of the 1880-1924 “new
immigration” to the new world * The ancestors of these Slavic-
Americans mhabited the southern slopes of the Carpathian Moun-
tamns 1 pre-Woild War One Northern Hungary (present-day
Eastern Czechoslovakia and Western Ukraine), where they had
lIived since the fourteenth century or earlier 2 Although a thorough
exposition of thewr distinguishing characteristics 1s beyond the
scope of this paper, their unfamiliarity produces a necessity for
more description than such highly familiar and larger groups of
the “new immugration’ such as Italians, Poles, and Russian Jews

Major reasons for the unfamiliarity of these people are the
absence of a distinct national consciousness among their European
peasants and day-laborers and the varying identifications chosen
by their intelligentsia in Europe and America A peasant might
only 1dentify himself or herself as a resident of a local area such
as a county, valley, or village and would be so provincial that he
or she lacked a consciousness of the existence of culturally similar
people living a short distance away To this day, many descen-
dants of these immigrants not infrequently identify their group as

*This paper 15 a greatly revised version of an address delivered at Mt St
Macrina, Unitontown, Pennsylvania, 11 August 1975,



54 CARPATHO-RUTHENIAN RESOURCES & ASSIMILATION, 1880-1924

nast hudi (our people) and describe their spoken and written
language as po-nasemu (according to our own way) These vague
designations— yet precise 1n the minds of these people— add to
the many already existing names the people call themselves or have
been called by others 3

During the era of their mass immigration they were termed
variously Rusyns, Rusnaks, Ruthenians, Uhro-Rusyns
(Hungarian-Ruthenians) and even Greek Catholics, the latter
name being, for reasons we shall discuss below, a not completely
surprising fusion of ethnic identity and religion  Especially since
World War One substantial groups 1n the immigrant community—
often for nationalistic, political, or religious reasons— have termed
themselves Carpatho-Ruthenian, Carpatho-Russian, or Carpatho-
Ukraimmian and today some descendants of the immigrants even
consider themselves Slovaks of the Byzantine (Greek) Rite ¢ At
the same time, members of the European intelligentsia frequently
1dentified themselves as part of a larger group the Hungarian,
Russian, or to a lesser extent Ukrainian nationalities® The
peasants, however, generally did not accept these broader 1dentities

An additional reason for their unfamiliarity 1s the fact that
Americans typically use the nation-state from which one’s ances-
tors migrated as an indicator of ethnicity ¢ This 1s quite under-
standable for these nations may be found on maps and their
representatives in the halls of the Umited Nations There 1s, after
all, a Germany (or Germanies), a Greece, an Italy, and a Poland,
but no nation-states called Carpatho-Ruthenia, Frisia, or
Macedonia It 1s frequently very difficult for an American of
English, French, Irish, or other Western European background
to comprehend that while one’s ancestors may have come from
Czechoslovakia one 1s neither <Czechoslovak™ nor Czech nor
Slovak, but Carpatho-Ruthemian It might also be noted 1n pass-
g that the Umted States Census Bureau has followed this
orientation throughout most of 1ts history and has avoided such
possible 1ndices of ethnicity as self-identification and ancestry,” a
policy which poses problems for the demographic study of
Carpatho-Ruthemans and other numerically small peoples

Although the masses typically lacked a national conscious-
ness amongst themselves, there were distinguishing cultural and
soctal characteristics which set the Carpatho-Ruthenians apart
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from the Slovak peasants, whose ethnic territory was to their west
and south, the Magyar peasants who inhabited the plain to therr
south, and the Magyars and Jews who lived amongst them as
bureaucrats, businessmen, and landlords Carpatho-Ruthenian
“habitation, dress, customs, folklore, occupations, and general
Iife-style came to be hardly distinguishable from those of therr
immediate Slovak and Magyar neighbors,””® but their language
and above all their religion produced and perpetuated their dis-
tinctiveness

Originally Eastern Orthodox, the Carpatho-Ruthenians unted
with Rome with the Union of Ungvar (Uzhorod) in 1646° This
agreement was merely legal, and the hturgy of St John Chry-
sostom, recited 1 Old Slavonic, the married secular lower clergy,
the Julian calendar, and the various folk religious customs and
magical practices were retained The Greek Catholic (Uniate)
Church 1n large measure distinguished them from the Protestant
and Roman Catholic Slovaks and Magyars, was very crucial for
socializing the young, and facilitated the transmission of much of
their culture Membership in the Greek Catholic Church and the
Carpatho Ruthenian nationality became virtually synonymous,
in fact, at the end of World War One ninety-five per cent of the
Carpatho-Ruthenians 1n Europe were Uniate 10

While their language, basically Ukrainian, came to be influ-
enced by the Hungarian, Great Russian, Old Slavonic, Polish,
Slovak, and even German languages!! and was intelligible to the
Eastern Slovaks,!? 1t did differentiate them from the non-Slavic
Magyars and Germans, and the Western Slavic speaking Slovaks
Still, religion was probably more crucial than language for main-
taming their distinct identity because even those persons of
Carpatho Rutheman descent who had assimilated into the Magyar
culture?® usually retained their Greek Catholic faith

To understand the European background and the American
experience of Carpatho-Ruthenians something should be said
about the social and economic character of the region from which
they migrated A perusal of the places of birth listed mn the
death notices which have appeared in the Amerikansky russky
viestnik (now called Greek Catholic Union Messenger) reveals that
most migrants came from what 1s today northeastern Czechoslo-
vakia, the former Hungarian counties of Szepes (Slovak. Spis),
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Saros (Saris), and Zemplen (Zemplin) ¢ A sizeable portion also
migrated from Ung (Uz) County which 1s the westernmost section
of what 1s today the Transcarpathian Oblas.’ of Soviet Ukraine,
but the migration from the more easterly counties of Maramaros
(Maramaros), Ugocsa (Ugoca), and Bereg was less substantial 15

In 1910, Emily Greene Balch in her pioneer work, Our Slavic
Fellow Citizens, commented on the spread of the migration from
this region

The movement seems to have begun in the northeastern
part of the Slovak district in Zemplen, Saros, Szepes and
Ung This district 1s racially very mixed, containing large
numbers of Jews, Germans and Ruthenians, besides Slovaks

From the counties where emigration first began the move-
ment has spread, affecting both the Ruthenians of Hungary
in the counties to the east of the Slovaks, and the Slovak
counties to the west of the first emigration district, and quite
recently those to the southwest also 16

Why did these people come ? Why did they leave the intimacy
of village life for the loneliness, perils, and uncertainties of the
crossing? In general, the major causes of this emigration were
demographic and economic  Following the abolition of se1fdom
1n Hungary 1n 1848, the people began to subdivide the land among
their children?” This land was unable to support the growing
population and many farmers were reduced to being propertyless
day-laborers ~ Many became foresters and others worked as
seasonal migrant laborers 1n the Hungarian Plain to the south
Eventually, they learned of the wealth and wages of the new world
and the distance of their mugrations increased  Other factors
“pushing” and “pulling” the migrants were attempts to avoid
army conscription, the influence of steamship agents, and the
letters from relatives and the friends who had already journeyed
across the ocean 18

Eastern Slovakia and Ruthemia were economically under-
developed ~ There was virtually no industry and agricultural
techmques were primitive  The timber industry was probably the
most prosperous sector of the economy as about one-half of
Ruthenia was covered by forest and there was relatively httle
arable land ¢

Of all the nationalities of pre-War Hungary the Ruthenes

.
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were perhaps the poorest and most neglected The prosperity
which they are said to have enjoyed 1n the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries had given place to a long decadence
The outer world hardly knew them, save when they descended
in their dioves at harvest-time and stood about the market
place of Debreczen or Nyiregyhaza for hiring  the Ruthenes
were not thought fit for any better employment than lumber-
ing, acting as ghillies on the huge dzer forests which covered
most of the country, or scratching a miserable hivelithood out
of the tiny plots left to them under the shadow of the trees 20

The United States Immigration Commission reported that
the mean daily wage when food was provided for farm laborers 1n
Slovakia in 1905 was 23 cents for men, 13 cents for women, and
9 cents for children, without food, the corresponding figures were
32 cents, 20 cents, and 14 cents 2 Most likely the wages in
Eastern Slovakia and Ruthenia were slightly lower Thus, the
wages of $§1 92 for Ruthentan men®? and $1 36 for women?? paid
1 American factories and mines were considered attractive and
pulled the Carpatho Ruthenians from their homeland to industrial
states like Connecticut, Indiana, New Jersey, New York, Ohio,
and Pennsylvania

CONCEPTUAL ORIENTATION AND METL:ODOLOGY

During an analysis of the concept of social power Robert
Bierstedt cited resources as a soutce of power and argued that if
two groups aie about equal i numbers and similar 1n social
organization access to greateir resources would give a group
superior power

Resources may be of many kinds— money, pioperty,
prestige, knowledge, competence, deceit, fraud, secrecy, and,
of course, all of the things usually included under the term

“patural resources’> There are also supernatural resources

1n the case of religious associations, which as agencies of a

celestial government, apply supernatural sanctions as 1nstru-

ments of control #
Some years later, Hubert M Blalock used the same term to
denote “the actual sources of power, ol those properties of the
individual or group that provide the power potential or the
ability to exercise power 25

In this paper the concept of resources 1s utilized with a some-
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what different purpose from Bierstedt’s and Blalock’s While the
indicators are similar to those of these writers, those resources of
the Carpatho-Ruthenians are examined which potentially promoted
or retarded their assimilation to American culture rather than
enhanced their power We shall explore some resources which
Carpatho-Ruthenians biought from the old country and the
adaptability of these resources to the structural and cultural
conditions encountered 1n the host society

More precisely, our notion of resources includes some demo-
graphic and soclo-economic variables stated or imphed by
Bierstedt and Blalock under the term ¢“natural resources” and
some 1nstitutional characteristics some of which were especially
peculiar to Carpatho-Ruthenians The demographic character-
1stics to be examined are return migration, sex ratio, and age
distribution, the socio-economic are literacy, and occupations
The institutional characteristics of these people which will also be
discussed mutual aid, societies, boarding houses, the ethnic
press, and the Church, both helped and hampzred their assimila-
tion and shall be examined following the discussion of demographic
and economic factors

Assimilation will be used 1n the sense of cultural assimilation,
defined by Milton M Gordon as a “change of cultural patterns
to those of the host society ***¢ Such structural components of
asstmilation as entrance into primary group relationships with
majority group members and mtermarriage are not the mamn focus
of this paper although the implications for these issues will be
occasionally discussed It might be noted that cultural assimila-
tion also facilitates or 15 a concomitant of soci0-economic mobility
While not wishing to confound these concepts, some of the data,

(eg , lteracy, occupations) have mmplications for the potential
socio-economic mobility of these people

Although much of the early literature on immigration empha-
sized the desirability of the disappearance of the cultures of
Eastern and Southern European immigrants,” we wish to avoid
considering the Americanization of immigrants as a positive goal
erther for the host society or the immigrant community In fact,
Carpatho-Ruthenian 1nstitutions, most notably the church, have
been crucial i promoting cultural pluralism In the third century
of our country’s existence, there seems no longer a question of
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whether we shall have cultural pluralism, we do and spparently
will

The method employed was a perusal of the sparse literature
dealing with Carpatho-Ruthenian immigration, much of it con-
temporary to their mass migration Published American and
Hungarian statistical data were also examined 1n an attempt to
roughly gauge the demographic and socio-economic nature of the
immugration and 1ts relevancy for resources and assimilation The
preliminary nature of this survey should be stressed, indeed,
relatively little data are available on these people which are not
presented combined with data and discussion of other groups

THC RETURN MIGRATION

Many Carpatho-Ruthenians evidently did not nitially intend
to stay in the new world For these early migrants America was
often just another place to engage 1n migratory labor 26 Although
more stayed and continued to arrive then subsequently returned,
the repatriation of Carpatho-Ruthenians was extensive enough to
warrant an examination of Hungarian and American statistics in
order to gain an approximation of its scope  Although the data
of the two countries are somewhat inconsistent and the Carpatho-
Ruthenians weie statistically confused with other ethmic groups
(eg , Slovaks and Ukrainians), a rough guess i1s that possibly as
many as one-third of the migrants returned to the old country at
least once

An examnation of Table 1 which 1s adapted from Hungarian
emigration statistics reveals that between 1899 and 1913 there
were about thirty return migrants to the Hungarian counties of
Szepes, Saros, and Zemplen (present-day Eastern Slovakia) for
every hundred departing  These statistics, while they are for the
counties whence most Carpatho-Ruthenians migrated during the
peak migration years, include not merely Carpatho-Ruthenians,
but also Slovaks, Hungarians, and others Since according to
Hungarian statistics only 6 per cent of the emigrating population
of Szepes, 9 per cent of Zemplen, and 14 per cent of Saros was
Ruthenian, we must not commut the fallacy of assuming that the
total return migration rates for these counties are exactly charac-
teristicof the Carpatho-Ruthenians  Nevertheless, an interesting
assoclation obtains between the percentage of Carpatho-Ruthenians
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1n a county and the number of in-mugrants relative to out-migrants
for the three counties listed 1n Table 1

TABLE 1

EMIGRATION AND IMMIGRATION— HUNGARIAN
CounTies (PRESENT EASTERN SLOVAKIA), 1899-1913

Percentage of Number arriy-
County Emgrants Ruthemans among Immigrants  ing per 100
emigr ants departing
Szepes 46,007 ' 6% 10,884 24
Zemplen 82,584 9% 26,763 31
Saros 50,390 149, 18,472 36

Source  “Kivandorlasa es visszavandorlasa a Magyar szent

' Korona orszagainak, 1899-1913” (“Emigration and
Return of Emugres of the Nations of the Hungarian
Hotly Crown from 1899 to 1913 °), Mag)ar statisztika
hozlemeiyek, vol LXVII, new serres (Budapest
Anonymous Publishing Society of Pest, 1918), 2-5,
21-23

In contrast, Hunganan statistics indicate relatively Inttle
return migration to the counties of Ung, Ugocsa, Bereg, and
Maramaros, which had higher proportions of Carpatho-Ruthenians
in their population than Szepes, Saros, and Zemplen Table 2
shows data on emigration and immigration for the four more
eastern counties which later became part of the autonomous
Czechoslovak province of Sub-Carpathian-Ruthenia and are now
part of the Trans-Carpathian Oblast’ of Soviet Ukraine

TABLE 2

EMIGRATION AND IMMIGRATION— HUNGARIAN
CounTies (PRESENT WESTERN SOVIET UKRAINE) 1899-1913

Percentage of Number arriy-
County  Emigrants Ruthemians among Immugrants ing per 100
emigrants departing
Ung 82,584 27% 26,763 32
Ugocsa 11,916 33% 1,503 13
Bereg 22,868 49%, 4,094 18

Maramaros 11,980 62% 2,424 20
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Source  “Kivandorlasa es wvisszavandorlasa a Magyar szent
Korona orszaganak, 1899-1913” (“Emigration and
Return of Emigres of the Nations of the Hungaran
Holy Crown from [899 to 1913”) Magyar statisztikar
kozlemenyek, vol LXVII, new series (Budapest
Anonymous Publishing Society of Pest, 1918), 2-5,
21-23

A possible explanation for the relatively small reverse migra-
tion to the more homogeneously Carpatho Ruthenian counties of
the East 1s the fact that the emigration from the eastern counties
commenced later than in the West, the return flow having not yet
begun  Also, a shightly higher degree of economic development 1n
the West (present day Eastern Slovakia) might have stimulated
more people to return there than to the more impoverished East
Further analysis of the Hungarian statistics on a year-to-year basis
would be warranted 2?

The United States Immigration Commission only began com-
piling statistics on repatriation for the various “‘races and peoples”
m 1908 Immugration statistics for the fiscal years 1908, 1909
and 1910 show that only twelve (12) Ruthenians departed for
every one hundred admitted during those years This figure 1s
substantially below both our own guess and the Hungarian data
for the years 1899-1913 presented 1n Tables 1 and 2

The American statistic places the Ruthenian well below such
Slavic groups as “Croatian and Slovenian”— fifty-six (56) and
“Bulgarian, Serbian, and Montenegran’— twenty-eight (28) In
fact, of the twenty-nine European and Middle Eastern national-
ities listed, the Ruthenian ranked only twenty-first  Of signifi-
cance for future research 1s the fact that the statistic reported for
the Magyars 1s sixty-four (64) and for the Slovaks fifty-nine (59),%
Many Carpatho-Ruthenians were probably classified as Slovaks
since they migrated from the predominantly Slovak counties of
Szepes, Saros, and Zemplen This suggests the possibiity, of
more actual repatriation than was reported:for Ruthenians
Furthermore, the American authorities combined Ruthengians
from south of the Carpathians with migrants from, Galicta which
was north of the mountains in the Austrian part of the Dual
Monarchy Due to this confusion concerning ethnic identity, the
American statistics on Ruthenian repatriation are probably even
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less reliable than the also inadequate Hungarian data for attempt-
ing to assess the magnmitude of Carpatho-Ruthenian repatriation

A variety of personal, familial, social, and economic factors
stimulated the return to the homeland Personal and familial
factors include the death of a relative and the desire among the
males, who found a scarcity of women from their own group, to
find a wife As H J Habakkuk has argued, economic develop-
ment and migration patterns are affected by family structure,
among the Slovaks and Ruthenians the abscence of a single-heir
system produced a temporary rather than permanent migration 32

Downtrends 1n the American economy appear to be an extreme-
ly singnificant factor accounting for repatriation For example,
during 1908 more persons entered Hungary than departed from
Szepes, Saros, and Zemplen, the predominantly Slovak counties
which also contained substantial Carpatho-Ruthenian minorities
An economic panic occurred in America during 1907 which
evidently also stimulated more Italians to leave America than
were admitted 1n 1908 33 Not only was the Carpatho-Ruthenian
immgration pushed by economic conditions 1n the homeland, the
stimulus for the reverse migration may also have been economic
1n large measure

Much has been written about the effects of repatriates upon
their native land,® but far less on the functions and dysfunctions
of reverse migration for the immigrant community Although
reverse migration promoted the retention of old world cultural
traits and slowed down assimilation, 1t also strengthened group
cohesion Language and ties to the Greek Catholic Church
would be retained longer and both were crucial in promoting
coheston and identity among Carpatho-Ruthenians More so than
for most other groups, the Church, as we have seen, was the
symbol of their identity, distinguishing them from others and pro-
moting social sohdarity This special character of the Church,
retained at little longer dus to reverse migration, became an

additional resource easing their anomie and alienation 1n the new
world

Carpatho-Ruthenian repatniation was probably not sub-
stantially greater than that of the typical “new immigration”
group  What may welt be unique about the Carpatho-Ruthenians
was the temporary residence of many of their early clerical leaders
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who (until 1907) were subject to their old world bishops rather
than to their own or Roman rite bishops in America Further-
more, the presence of Greek Catholic emigre priests did not please
American Catholic church officials 3% Thus, the Carpatho Ruthe-
nian intellectual elite was not always disposed to encourage the
Americanization of the immigrants because i1t contemplated a
return to Europe Whatever 1ts causes, the Carpatho-Rutheman
repatriation probably temporarily slowed the short-term assimila-
tion of this community to American culture, but at the same time
promoted 1ts long term cultural assimilation, adjustment, and
social cohesion 36
THE SEX RATIO

In his classic, The Italian Emigration of Our Times, Robert F
Foerster described a ¢law” of emigration, which epitomizes the
trends among Carpatho-Ruthenians

The first immgrants are nearly all men, after a while the
women and children follow , emigration ceases— the cycle 1s

complete 37

Concerning the question whether Carpatho-Ruthenians differ-
ed appreciably from other immigrant groups n their sex ratio,
American and Hungarian statistics are somewhat more congruent
than the repatriation statistics Based on these data, a guess of
two male migrants for every female migrant prior to World War
One 15 possibly a conservative figure

Although no sub-division according to mother-tongue was
presented, there are Hungarian statistics on the sex of emigres
from the seven counties with substantial Carpatho-Ruthenian
populations, again we must avoid the fallacy of assuming these
statistics as representative of Carpatho-Ruthenians per se

The data 1n Table 3 show that the percentage of males among
the emigrants 1s generally highest in those counties— Bereg,
Maramaros, and Ugocsa— that are farthest east (A significant
exception 1s Ung County which has a lower percentage of men
than Saros and Zemplen) This geographic distribution probably
reflects the fact that the migration from the eastern counties did
not reach substantial numbers until the migration from the western
counties was well underway.
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TABLE 3

SEX OF EMIGRES FROM HUNGARIAN COUNTIES WITH SUBSTANTIAL
CARPATHO-RUTHENIAN POPULATIONS, 1899-1913

Western Counties

(present Eastern Men Women Total P;};gnt
Slovakia)
Szepes 26,867 19,140 46,007 58%
Saros 31,078 19,315 50,393 68%

Zemplen 51,578 31,006 82,584 66%
109,523 69,461 178,984  61%

Eastern Counties
(present Soviet

Ukraine)

Ung 28,354 17,303 45,657 62%,
Bereg 15,972 6,896 22,868 70%
Ugocsa 8,715 3,201 11,916 73%

Maramaros 9,530 2,450 11,980 80%

62,571 29,850 92,421 68%

Source  “Kivandorlasa es visszavandorlasa a Magyar szent
Korona orszagainak, 1899-1910” (“Emigration and
Return of Emigres of the Nations of the Hungarian
Holy Crown from 1899 to 1913”), Magyar statisztikar
kozlemenyek, vol LXVII, new series (Budapest
Anonymous Publishing Society of Pest, 1918), 10-13

American data are substantially consistent with the
Hungarian The Immigration Commission published the sex
ratios of ymmigrants for the years 1899-1910 inclusive Of the
twenty-nine European and Middle Eastern ¢“races or peoples”
reported, the Ruthenians ranked twelfth highest in percentage of
males among the total number of immigrants With a range of
47 9 per cent males for the Irish to 96 3 per cent for the Turks, the
Ruthenian figures of 74 438 indicate that these people were not

radically different from most Slavic and non-Slavic groups for
those years

An excess of males would conceivably lead to exogamy and
promote the structural assimilation of some individuals and stimu-
late the formation of boarding house communities and delay the
development of stable family and community life among others.
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The extent to which this factor actually did affect community life
and adjustment 1s difficult to assess with accuracy, but Carpatho-
Ruthenians probably experienced no greater barriers against cul-
tural assimilation because of 1t than the typical Southern and
Eastern European graeups

Carpatho-Ruthenians do seem to fit the ¢law”’ of early male
arrival followed by women and children Hungarian statistics on
the sex of emigrants from the seven counties where most
Carpatho-Ruthenians resided were divided according to the years
1899-1904, 1905-1907, and 1908-1913  These data, showing
number of women per 100 males, are summarized 1n Table 4.

TABLE 4

WoMEN PER HUNDRED MALES EMIGRATING FROM HUNGARIAN
COUNTIES WITH SUBSTANTIAL RUTHENIAN POPULATIONS
FOR SELECTED YEARS

County 1899-1904 1905-1907 1908-1913

Szepes 56 74 99
Saros 54 63 79
Zemplen 44 60 84
Ung 42 54 94
Bereg 21 36 73
Ugocsa 24 25 50
Maramaros 22 20 33

Source  ¢Kivandorlasa es visszavandorlasa a Magyar szent
Korona orszagainak, 1899-1913” (“Emigration and
Return of Emigres of ths Nations of the Hungarian
Holy Crown from 1899 to 1913”), Magyar statisztikar
kozlemenyek, vol LXVII, new series (Budapest
Anonymous Publishing Society of Pest, 1918), 11-13

In general, these statistics show a steady increase 1n the pro-
portion of women among the migrants during these years, the
only exception being shight drop in Maramaros for 1905-1907
relative to 1899-1904, These data also indicate that the eastern
counties (Bereg, Ugocsa and Maramaros), which are also those
with the highest proportion of Carpatho-Ruthenians, were lagging
behind the western countries in developing a balanced sex ratio
among the emigres, This conld reflect a peculiar characteristic of
Carpatho-Ruthenians, but more likely 1s dye to the relative recency
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of mass migration from the East Unfortunately, the lack of data
on Carpatho-Ruthenians per se 1s a serrous limitation of these
statistics
THE AGE DISTRIBUTION
While the disproportion of men among the immigrants pro-
duced dysfunctions for family 1ife, their youth and strength enabled
them to initially take unskilled jobs which the Enghsh-speaking
groups such as the English and Irish were beginning to reject
The Slavs have brawn for sale Herein, at bottom 1s the
drawing force which accounts for such a moving i of
peoples with the readiness with which they find their places 1n
the specialized industries of the district  Pittsburgh has
clamorous need for these men Take the average Lithuan:an,
Croatian, Ruthenian, or Slovak, and his physique would

compare favorably with that of any people These
men come to be ‘the hewers of wood and the carriers of
water’ 3 '

Hungarian data for the years 1905-1907 and 1911-1913
reveal (see Table 5) that about sixty-five per centof the migrant
(family heads and 1solatgs) were under thirty years of age and
approximately eighty-five per cent were under forty This finding
1s not surprising, the age distribution of Carpatho-Ruthenians is
typical of other internafional migrants The youthfulness of
immigrants eased their adjustment to the host society and enabled
them to take advantage of, the economit opportunities s the
industrial Northeast

TABLE 5

AGE DISTRIBUTION OF RUTHENIAN EMIGRANTS FROM
HUNGARY FOR SELECTED YEARS (HEADS OF
FAMILIES AND ISOLATES)

Age 1905-1907 1911-1913
Under 20 30%, 26%
20-29 359 399/,
30-39 259, 199,
40-49 10%, 14,
Over 50 1% 2%,
1019¢* 100%,

Rounding Error
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Source  “Kivandorlasa es visszavandorlasa a Magyar szent
Korona orszagamnak, 1899-1913,” (“Emigration and the
Return of Emigres of the Nations of the Hungarian
Holy Crown from 1899-1913"), Magyar statisztikar
kozlemenyek, vol XLVII, new series (Budapest
Anonymous Publishing Society of Pest, 1918), 34

LiTERACY AND OCCUPATIONS

If a sophisticated attempt were made to determine the most
culturally, socially, and economically deprived immigrant group,
the Carpatho-Ruthenian would be among the contenders for this
distinction Their cultural and material deprivation seems to have
rivaled or surpassed that of other non-Magyar minority national-
1ties of Hungary such as the Croats, Rumanians, and Slovaks'
and their financial straits may even have been more desperate
than the Sicilians and Southern Italians

An assumption 1s usually made that groups with high literacy
rates such as the Czechs, Germans, and Scandanavians— albeit 1n
their native tongue— had a head-start toward cultural assimila-
tion, educational attainment, and economic mobility 1n American
soctety If this assumption 1s valid, the Carpatho-Ruthemans
arrived in America with a distinct disadvantage United States
immigration statistics for 1899 to 1910 show that fifty-three (53)
per cent of the Ruthenian (both Galician and Sub-Carpathian)
migrants over fourteen years of age could neither read nor write,
this percentage was exceeded only by the Portuguese, Southern
Italians, and Turks amrong the twenty-nine European and Middle
Fastern groups on which statistics were compiled 1 Although
the study of Carpatho-Ruthenian inter-generational and intra-
generational mobihity 1s beyond the scope of this paper, we
should note that this handicap surely contributed to the relegation
of these people to the most strenuous and unsafe unskilled occupa-
tions in the mills and mines immediately following their arrival

Hungarian emigration statisics on the occupations of migrants
most of whom went to America, reveal that twenty-two (22)
per cent of the Ruthenian emigres were ‘independent’ farmers,
fifty (50) per cent were domestic or agricultural workers, and
seventeen (17) per cent were day laborers For the years 1911-
1913, the corresponding figures were twenty-six (26) per cent,
fifty-six (56) per cent, and thirteen (13) per cent. Data for other
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Hungarian nationalities show that their situation was roughly
comparable to that of the Slovaks and that they had a significant-
ly greater proportion of independent farmers but fewer domestic
and agricultural workers than the Rumanians 42

American data are not directly comparable to the Hungar:an
because the occupational categories differ, but the general tenden-
cy 1s stmilar  Table 6 which we have adapted from 1mmigration
statistics, shows the occupational distribution for selected Euro-
pean and Middle Eastern ¢races or people” for the years
1899-1909 It reveals that Ruthenians were lowest of all groups
mn the proportion of immigrants having what we have termed
“middle class occupations’ (professionals, skilled workers, and
farmers), and third highest in the proportion of “working class
occupations” (farm laborers, common laborers, and servants)

TABLE 6

OCCUPATIONAL DISTRIBUTION OF EUROPEAN
IMMIGRANT GRrouUPS, 1899-1909
(A partial display of 29 groups, ranked by the percentage
of the group classified as “working class™ )

Working  Middle  Miscellaneous and

Group Rank Class Class no occupation
Rumanian 1 88 19, 3 29 8 8%
Bulgarian, Serbian,

and Montenegran 2 87 7% 6 79 5 6%
Ruthenian 3 84 59, 2 29, 13 4%
Croatian, and

Slovenian 4 82 49, 6 29, 11 39,
Greek 5 75 6% 9 29, 11 29,

19 groups not shown

Spanish 25 24 39, 38 49, 37 39,
Welsh 26 17 0%, 40 29, 42 89,
English 27 16 29, 36 89% 47 09,
Scotch 28 15 89, 43 09, 41 29,
Hebrew 29 13 9%, 37 59, 48 79,

Source , United States Immigration Comnussion, Abstract of
Reports of the Immugration Commussion, vol 1 (Washington Govt,
Printing Office, 1911), p 173,
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CARPATHO-RUTHENIAN INSTITUTIONS

The preceding discussion of Carpatho-Ruthenian demographic
and economic characteristics would suggest that in several respects
Carpatho-Ruthenian immigrants did not possess a background
which facilitated assimilation into urban, industrial America
They were semi-literate where literacy was needed to fully func-
tion, they were farmers entering an industrial society , and they
were poor in a soctety that valued riches Yet other cultural and
social characteristics, less amenable to numerical tabulation,
functioned to reinforce the cohesion and organization of their
community and helped conserve many aspects of their culture, at
the same time facilitating their assimilation and adjustment to
American society

In the paragraphs below we shall discuss four Carpatho-
Ruthenian institutions the mutual aid society, the press, the
boarding house, and the Greek Catholic Church None of these,
of course, was unusual or psculiar to Carpatho-Ruthenians,
ndeed, some other small groups (e g, Lebanese, Rumanians, and
Ukrainians) were partly comprised of Greek Catholic Uniates
Still, their religious 1nstitution, being a national church, was dis-
tinctive enough from the larger Roman Catholic Church to pre-
vent the complete absorption of the Carpatho-Ruthenians into
American Catholicism Along with the lodges and newspapers
(which were quasi-rehigious), the Carpatho-Ruthenian Church
became a prime buttress of Carpatho-Ruthenian pluralism

The fi1st and major Carpatho-Rutheman mutual-aid society
1s the Greek Catholic Union founded 1n 1892 Some years later
the United Societies and the Carpatho-Russian Benevolent Asso-
ciation-Liberty were founded 44 These organizations functioned
to unite the people in the presence of hardship and the hostility
of their neighbors who did not understand their customs, to ease
the financial hardships resulting from industrial accidents and
death, to provide contacts for newcomers to the parish and town,
and they also had recreational functions These societies were
criticized by some observers, however, on the grounds that they
tended to slow down the Americanization of the immigrants 4

Margaret F Byington in her volume prepared for ¢“The
Pittsburgh Survey”, Homestead The Households of a Mill Town,
noted the importance of these societies in the social life of
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mmigeants 46 Interestingly, a statistical table 1n this volume
indicates that the death and disability benefits paid by the Greek
Catholic Union were about as high as those of any of the nine
Hungarian and Slavic societies she studied 47

Byington summarized the contributions made by these
societies to communal life and to the individual

These lodges play an important part in social life They
offer soms amusement 1n a community where there 1s little
else available for the Slavs  The meetings themselves, while
nominally for business, afford a chance for coming together,
while dances and other festivities are held at intervals
Through them the stranger comes quickly 1nto touch with his
own people  Especially 1s this true of men who move from
one part of the country to another in search of work Travel-
ing cards 1ssued by the home lodgs of a society, and recogniz-
ed by members of the local lodge 1n any community, assure
a man welcome and assistance wherever he goes This service,
a strong featuie with any fraternal order, 1s particularly
valuable to the Slav, with his ignorance of the ways of the
new county and even of 1ts language Thz fellow members
of a lodge become nurses who care for the sick or injured
during nights of suffering, and friends who give comfort in
times of bereavement 48

A second institution that reinforced communal life and
faciitated both assimilation and pluralism was the immigrant
press By reading the Amerikansky tussky viestnik, Prosvita,
Rusin, Vostok or other papers,?® the mmmigrant became conscious
that he (or she) was part of a widsr world than his (or her)
native village, boarding house, neighborhood, or work place
The newcomer became not just a person from Saros or Zemplen
but a “Carpatho-Russian” or Carpatho-Ruthenian Thus, the
piess, notably the Amerikansky russky viestnik, was crucial 1n
broadening Carpatho-Ruthenian national consciousness 5 The
Carpatho-Ruthenian language, the use of which was eroding 1n
Europe, was perpetuated by the immigrant press and the people
came to perceive themselves as belonging to a special group 5t

These publications also contained secular and spiritual advice
which helped ease alienation and loneliness 1n the new land 1In
a word, by reading an ethnic newspaper the immigrants learned
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that they were not alone and that others shared their plight

A third institution was the boarding house A prime reason
for 1ts existence was the imbalance in the sex ratio— the excess of
men The boarding house, of course, was nerther unique to nor
the exclusive property of the Carpatho-Ruthenians Croatians,
Lithuanians, Magyars, Poles, Russians, Slovaks, and Southern
Italians all had them However, the Immigration Commission
reported that, among some samples of families 1t studied, the
Ruthenians (both Galician and Sub-Carpathian) had the fifth
highest percentage of families that took in boarders (57 per cent)
among thirty-nine foreign-born groups 52

What was life Iike 1n a boarding house ? Single men would
move 1nto a house supervised by a boarding boss and his wife , the
Carpatho-Ruthentan women did not typically work outside the
home, but they were very likely to take in boarders Each man
would pay about three or four dollars a month for a place to
sleep, for having his clothes washed, and his food cooked Also,
an account was kept of the food purchased and divided pro rata
among the men on pay day For special orders such as veal or
fruit, the men were charged individually Sometimes the
boarding boss and his wife and children slept in the same room
as the men, even the cooking might be done in that room.
There 1s a photograph in the 1909 volume of the journal,
Charities and the Commons, entitled, “Night Scene 1 a Slavic
Lodging House” It shows twelve men in a room, hats and coats
hung on hooks or nails, and what appeats to be empty bzer bottles
The sub-caption states that i1n many of these boarding houses the
men slept 1n shifts, day workers sleeping at night and might
workers sleeping by day 52

The immigrant boarding house 1s an 1nstitution that has been
neglected by sociologists of the family and soctologists of commu-
nity Among 1its functions was to provide a quasi-family setting
for lonely men who were either single or whose wives and children
were 1n Europe It also gave the immigrant an opportunity to
experience the comfort of being with people of his own ethnic
group after experiencing draining, exhausting, and dehumanizing
work 1 the foundries, factories, and mines Very important was
the cheapness of living 1n this setting, social workers were amazed
at how cheaply Slavic boarders could live Dus to their low
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expenses the men were able to eventually send for their families or
perhaps go back to Saros, Szepes, Zemplen, or farther east and
return with a wife. Thus, families, houses, churches, and commu-
nities were built on the labor and savings of these boarders

Another institution that strengthened pluralism and social
coheston was the Greek Catholic Church 8¢ The religious customs
of the Carpatho-Ruthenians were not only indicative of their
communal ties but also reinforced them

Furst, the liturgy was sung by both priest and people Most
of the Carpatho-Ruthenian lay people were very familiar with the
religious rituals since they participated 1n singing the liturgy 1n the
Old Slavonic tongue , which, although not a living language, was
much more ntelligible to them than the Latin language was to
the laity of the Western Church In contrast, prior to the Second
Vaucan Council, the priests of the Western Church celebrated
Mass with their backs to the congregation and there was much
less 1interaction between priest and people and virtually none
among the faithful themselves

Furthermore, the aloofness expected of the clergymen of the
Western Church was spurned by most married priests of the East
A survey of Eastern Christian clergymen produced findings which
support the contention that married priests are close to their fold
After conducting a poll of ninety-seven married Orthodox and
Uniate priests, Father Robert Clement, writing 1n Eastern
Churches Review, concluded that the ¢“married priest seems by his
very nature better adapted to be head of a parish on a down to
earth level "% The Carpatho-Ruthenians themselves defined
their married priests as an essential mark of their Eastern rites
and feared that the introduction of celibacy would separate the
clergy from the people Hence, the presence of the wife and
children of a married priest made him both a spiritual and earthly
father and made him a more 1ntegral part of the community

In addition to the promotion of social cohesion by the
Iiturgy, the fact that a very high percentage of Carpatho-Ruthe-
nians always attended services further strengthened this closeness.
Professor Andrew Perejda summarized this very well when he
stated, © . 1n the life of the Rusyn the church was a unifying
factor The people live around the church Very few, 1f any,
dud not go ,.”’%
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Besides the mnstitutions we have discussed— mutual aid socie-
ties, the press, boarding houses, and the Church— future studies
of community among the Carpatho-Ruthenians might focus upon
such topics as family and kinship,5” trade unions,58 athletic
organizattons such as the sokols, neighborhoods, schools, and even
saloons Their functions and dysfunctions and the conflict and
consenus they generated could be examined by sociologists of
various theoretical and empirical orientations

CoNCLUSION

Our preliminary survey of Carpatho-Ruthenian resources
indicates that Carpatho-Ruthenians did not differ appreciably mn
their demographic characteristics (repatriation, sex ratio, age)
from other ‘“new immigration” groups, but ranked near the
bottom among these groups 1 literacy rates and occupational
distribution To compare the Carpatno-Ruthenian group with
¢ old immigration” would be veiry problematic and unfair, 1in fact,
Oscar Handlin has carefully noted the biases against ‘‘new 1mmi-
grants” inherent 1n the reports of the Dillingham Commission 5
Although their educational and occupational mobility was prob-
ably slowed due to these handicaps, their communal and institu-
tional resouices produced a pluralistic response and hastened their
adjustment and their partial cultural assimilation This pluralism
15 still evident, Carpatho-Ruthenian communications, fraternal,
and religlous nstitutions are very viable despite the attempts of
religious and secular authorities to “Americanize’ these pecple

Future research should focus on local communities using such
sources as parish records of the Orthodox and Greek Catholic
(Uniate) Churches, city directories, and the now publicly available
United States Census Schedules for 1930 Unexplored areas
besides the ones we have surveyed include ethnic and religious
inter-marriage rates, family-size, housing characteristics, intra-
generational and inter-generational socio-economic mobility, and
internal migration patterns
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The Ukramian Community
1 Ohio 1885-1976

G KULCHYCKY

A Introduct.on .
The Ukramian-Americans are presently celebrating the
Centennial of the mass emigration of Ukramnians to the United
States From all the accumulated data and new information,
however, there 1s no longer any doubt that the Ukramjan emigra-
tion to the United States 1s much older than 100 years Evidence
points to early Ukramnian presence in Virgimia, with Captan
Smith and Lord Delaware, the Aleutians, Alaska and California !

 The comigg of Ukramian immigrants to Ohio is more recent
Therr arrival here 1s probably no older than 1880 and probably the
first settler was S Motko who came to Youngstown in 1885 from
the village of Lupukhiv, Western Ukraine  After him came other
immigrants from the region of Lisko, Siamk, Sambir, Rava
Ruska, Dobromyl, Skalat, Ternopil and other areas of Western
Ukramne 2 A sizeable number came also from the Carpathian
region Attracted by jobs and opportumiy for advancement,
many Ukrainians drifted west and by 1900 began to settle n
Akron and Cleveland The first Ukrainians to arrive in the latter
were S Palivoda and P Voliansky n 1886 Since that time
Cleveland has become the nerve center of over 37 Ukrainian
settlements 1n Ohio 3 . +
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B The Old and New Immigrants

The “Old Immigration,” as 1t 1s called, refers to the mass
emigration of Ukrainians between 1876 and 1939 Whether this
18 the correct nomenclature 1s still to be debated ¢ It 1s this group
of ““Old Immigrants” who bore the brunt of the difficulties en-
countered 1n a strange new land called America They prepared
the ground for the massive “New Immigration” which was to
come between 1945 and 1954

The “Old Immigrants” came to the United States mostly
from Western Ukraine which was then under Austria-Hungary
For the most part these immigrants were Ukraimnian (Byzantine)
or Greek Catholics and of poor peasant stock Their emigration
was due to economic rather than political reasons Many of the
immugrants had no intention of staying in America  Therr
objective was to earn money and return to the Ukramne World
War I shattered the hopes of the would be returnees and forced
them to establish deeper roots in the American soll  Hard work-
mng, enterprising, and determined, the Ukrainian immigrants
began to overcome the obstacles that faced them

First, the immugrants created fraternal and self help organiza-
t'ons which had the economic well being of 1ts members in mind
From these organizations, since most of the members were
Ukrainian (Byzantine) Catholic, came the mmtiative to build
Churches In both of these endeavors the Ukrainians encountered
internal and external opposition Internally, the Ukrainians were
divided among themselves (Ruthenians and Ukrainian Galitsians),
the Church hierarchy was 1n disorder and 1n the process of being
formed Within this hierarchy there was a power struggle between
Ruthenian and Ukraiman Galitsian priests which eventually led
to aspht In the purely Ukrainian Churches there was a rapid
turnover of priests and a struggle between them and the parishio-
pers 8 Added to this was the intrusion of Roman Catholic prelates
10to purely Ukrainian Church affairs as well as the activity of the
Russian Mission which conducted a wide propaganda campaign,
which appealed to Ukrammian Russophile elements, and 1n this
way contributed to the split in the Ukraimmian Catholic Church ¢
Finally, the Depression as well as the growth of the progressive
(communist) wing of Ukraimian immigrants further complicated
the progress of the “Old Immigrants”,
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The “Old Immigrants” were able to overcome the challenges
Not very well educated, due to long hours of toil, they were not
able to master the English language by going to night school
Nevertheless, their achievements 1n a span of a little over 50 years
are remarkable They were, first of all, strong enough to overcome
the problems facing them and then proceeded to build churches,
found fraternal insurance compantes, national homes, Ukramian
schools, political, cultural and social organizations, businesses,
youth and women organizations, newspapers and printing presses,
and much more Through their efforts and financial self sacrifice
the Ukrainian immigrants created a “fortress’> and base on which
a new wave of Ukrainian immigrants could, under new and differ-
ent circumstances, thrive, expand, and operate

The “New Immigrants” or those who came after 1945 had
many advantages not enjoyed by the “Old Immigrants” They
were better educated, politically more sophisticated, and most
important, they did not have to begin their existence from nothing,
as was the case of the previous immigrants

The Displaced Persons Act passed by Congress 1n 1948 opened
the gates to a new wave of immigrants In the case of the
Ukrainians the “New Immigrants® came to America for political
rather than economic reasons Different from the “Old Immi-
grants” this.new wave also included persons from BEastern as well
as Western Ukraine 7

Not feeling the social pressures experrenced by the ¢‘Old
Immigrants’, the new arrivals retain and are proud to mamntain
their bilingualism as well as their original names  Proud of their
nationality and rejecting the “melting-pot” theory they cling to
their national traditions and customs Unlike the first emigres
they came mostly from large cities and had an easier adjustment
period They became citizens faster and their upward mobility,
despite their mitial language deficiency, was and continues to be
substantial

It 1s difficult to ascertain what the number of Ukrainians or
American-Ukraimians 1s 1n Ohio By 1930, based on the Anrfal
Report of the Commissioner Géneral of Immigration, there were
10,169 Ukraifians mr Ohio ¢ This number ¢annot be accepted at
face value 1n that many Ukrainians entering this-area wete count-
ed as Poles, Austrians.or Russians® In local areas such as Cleve-

b
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land and Youngstown information as to numbers 1s conflicting
In Cleveland the Don Levy Report places Ukrainians at 16,500,
the work of Dr Z Wynnycky places them at 25,000 in 1961,
while Halychin puts them at 26,719 n 1936° In Youngstown,
Halychin puts the figure at 6,730, P Yasnovsky places the
Ukrainian figure at 9,000 in 1936, the area Chamber of
Commerce places the figure at 1,899 1n 1970, while Atty
M Yurchison places the number at 15,000 1¢ In total, based on
interviews and projection of areas of settlement, 1t would
probably be safe to say that there are about 64 to 65 thousand
Ukrainians 1n Qhio 1t

C Ukraimans and Religion in Ohio

1884 to 1933 was the period of Church building At first
the Ukramians of Ohio had to rely upon the good graces of
Roman or Byzantine Catholic priests of non-Ukrainian origin to
allow them to say mass or worship in their churches In Cleveland
services were begun 1n 1902 1n a trolley car garage ¥ In that
year the Clevelanders asked Bishop S Ortynsky, first prelate of
Ukrainians 1n America, to organize a Church  Shortly thereafter
a sphit occurred and the Ukrainian Carpatho-Ruthemans and
Galitsians of Cleveland divided the money between themselves
and began building their own churches The Ruthenians began
building the Holy Ghost Church and the Galitsians began
construction of the Sts Peter and Paul Parish mn 1909 The first
priest of the latter was Father J Chaplynsky and 1ts first pastor
was Father V Dohovycz

After 1910 the importance of the Sts Peter and Paul Church
grew Subsequent pastors founded an orphanage, later trans-
ferred to Philadelphia and bought land for the construction of
new churches, a cemetery, and picnic grounds In 1949 the
cornerstone for a school was laid 1n Parma at a cost of § 300,000
and the St Josaphat Chapel, which became an independent parish
1 1959 On the East Side of Cleveland St Mary’s Parish was
established 1n 1952 and built 1n 1956 In 1968 yet another
church, St Andrew’s was founded in Parma  Finally, because of
religious disputes with Rome over the calendar, and the creation
of a Ukrainian Patriarchate, a quasi-independent Catholic Church
of the Ascension was founded 1n the 1960s

By wvirtue of its population, as well as church building
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activity, Cleveland became the centre of Ukraimnian religious life.
The Ohio Deanery under Msgr D Gresko, also pastor of
Sts Peter and Paul, 15 to be found here

In Youngstown the early immigrants attended St Mary’s
Byzantine Catholic Church before beginning construction of their
own 1n 1909 By 1911 the church was built under Fr Zatserkowny
In the 1920s, Iike most other Ukraiman churches, the Holy
Trinity Parish went through a turbulent period of existence which
resulted m a spht and the creation of St Peter and Paul
Ukrainian Orthodox Church In 1933 under Fr 1 Zabava, also
once a pastor of the Holy Ghost Church in Akron, order was
restored During the Depression the church had its financial
problems but overcame them and shortly bought land 1n
Austintown where a mission and school were established In
1974 St Ann, the former misston, became an independent parish
In addition to 1ts church buildings the parishes have picnic
grounds, a functionming school where Ukraiman 1s taught and
other properties

In Rossford, St Michael’s parish was estalished 1n 1912 and
erected only 1n 1949 The church 1s small but conducts classes
for 25 pupils  Presently the pastor 1s Rev P Guthrie

In Akron the Holy Ghost Church was founded and built 1n
1916 Prior to this the Ukraimans from 1909 attended the Slovak
Church where mass was said by a Ukraiman priest from
Cleveland In 1912 the Carpatho-Ruthenian Church was erected
and many Ukrainians jomed 1t By 1914 they began collecting
funds for their own Church which was finally blessed by Bishop
C Bohachevsy in 1925 Subsequent problems with finances,
growth of a progressive movement which caused a split n the
church, and the rapid turnover of pastors led to a weakening of
the parish* Nevertheless the Church overcame these problems
and 1n 1946 bought lots for the construction of a new Church
To strengthen the parish several hundred affidavits were prepared
to bring new immigrants to Akron In 1952, a new emigree, Fr 1.
Durbak became pastor Under him church organizations were
reconstituted and a new Church was bwilt 1n 1961 The Church
over the years has also had Ukrainian classes for 1ts young

The Canton, Ohio Ukrainian community also has its church
which was foynded i 1952 and completed m 1954. The pastor
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of St Nicholas Parish 1s Fr W Pellich

Together the Catholic churches number eleven, the last five
of which were founded after 1948 with the arrival of the “New
Immigrants’ Most of these churches have their own organiza-
tions, schools, choirs, “pyrohy projects and bingo

The Church struggle in the 1920s resulted 1n the strengthing
of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church which was organized m 1918
The members of this Church were mainly former Catholics who
for many reasons left the Church 4

There are six Ukramian Orthodox Churches in Ohio The
first, Sts Peter and Paul Parish, was built in Youngstown 1n 1924
and the second, St Vladimir’s, which 1s 1966 was relocated to
Parma, was built in Cleveland 1n 1926  The latter 1s a landmark
n Parma and 1s built in the <““Kozak Barocco’® architectural style
with golden domes Other Orthodox Churches in Cleveland are
smaller both in size and membership and include St Nicholas,
Holy Trimity, and St Andrew Parishes St Mary’s Orthodox
parish1s in Lorain  The Orthodox parishes sponsor a Ukrainian
Saturday School, “Ridna Shkola’’, for their young, they, like the
Catholic Churches, have their own choirs, picnic grounds, sister-
hoods and other organizations Three of the Orthodox churches
were organized after the coming of the ‘“New Immigrants™

D Fraternal, Business, Professional, Financial, and Self-Help
Orgamzations

Having come to America the “Old Immigrants® settled in
areas close to people with whom they could associate and commu-
nicate  Thus Ukramians settled in neighborhoods where the
dominant population was Slav This tended to cushion the culture
shock experienced by the emigrees The next step was to create a
financial or economic cushion To protect themselves from death,
accidents and maiming the emigrees established the Ukrainian
National Assoctation (UNA) 1n 1894, the Ukrainian Workingmen’s
Association 1n 1911, the Assoctation of Ukramian Catholics 1n
America, “Provedinnia®, 1n 1912 and the Ukramian National Aids
Association of America (UNP) 1n 1915 All four of these fraternal
organizations continue to exist and thrive It 1s the fraternal
organizations that are mainly responsible for founding churches
and providing low interest lpan for thewr construction They were
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also important 1n founding Ukramian National Homes, news-
papers, scholarships, and many cultural and political organizations
and projects

The UNA organized 1ts first branch in Cleveland 1n 1902 In
1943 this insurance organmization had 9 branches 1n that city with
a membership of 2,027 % Today the number of branches has
giown to 14 with a membership of over 5,000 The branches are
coordinated by the UNA Regional Council  Other fraternal
organizations found in Cleveland are seven branches of the
Ukrainian Workingmen’s Association, five branches of the
“Providence’ Association and five branches of the Ukrainian
National Aid Association 16

Youngstown also has sumilar fraternal organizations, the first
of which was Branch 140 of the UNA founded 1n 1906 Today
the UNA 1n Youngstown has six branches, the National Aid
Association has two and ‘Providence’® has one  Akron, Ohio
like the previous cities maintains two branches of the UNA and
one ““Providence” branch, Lorain has one branch of the UNA,
Rossford has 2 branches of the UNA, Toledo has two branches of
the UNA, Canton has one branch of the UNA, one of the
National Aid Association and one of Providence, Zanesville and
Yorkville each have one branch of the UNA  Together the
Ukramnian fraternal organizations in Ohio number 53 branches

As far as businesses and professions aie concerned, the first
business to be established in Cleveland was a dairy run by Mr
W Momryk 1n 1903 17 Other businesses included groceries meat
markets, beer parlors, etc  In 1934 Cleveland had 71 Ukiainian
businesses one of which employed 41 workers 18

The professional field grew very rapidly In 1933 a
Ukrainian Professional Association of America was created and
headed by Cleveland Attorney O Miles As new emigrees came
to America Engineering and Medical Societies were founded
Ohio membership 1s 45 and 65 respectively  Several doctors from
Cleveland became presidents of the national organization All
the professions are united into the Cleveland Professional Society
which 1ncludes as its members 200 of 500 Cleveland pro-
fessionals

Youngstown 1s the second most important city in Ohio
in terms of professions Here also are to be found doctors, law-
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yers, professors, and other professionals A long time Chief of
Police and later Chief of Detectives of the City was J Terlesky
Others include Dr I Dombczevsky director and superintendent
of the Mahoning County TB Hospital and Clinic, P Leseganich
Director of District 26 of the USWA, J C Melnick, President
of the Mahoning County Medical Society and author, Assistant
Coroner and now Sheriff of Mahoning County M Yarosh,
J Naberezny, Chairman of the Youngstown State University Art
Department and many others

The recently published work Ukraimans in North America
lists 72 persons of note from Ohio These figures do not, however,
reflect the true membership of professions in this state 20

In the financial field the Ukraiman Ohians have also been
moderately successful In 1915 the first Ukrainian Savings and
Loan Association was founded 1n Cleveland The bank survived
the Depression and expanded 1n the 1960’s into N Royalton and
Parma In 1967 1t merged with the present Cardinal Savings and
Loan Association In the 1950s two Ukraimian Credit Unions
were formed, the ¢‘Selfreliance” and “Osnova’ These credit
unions have assets 1n the millions and 1n addition to giving loans
to its members, finance cultural activities, aid invalids and give
scholarships to needy students

Two other Ukrainian Credit Unions exist in Ohio  The first
was organized in Youngstown but 1ts center was later transferred
to Canton Today Youngstown maintains only a branch The
other Credit Union 1s in Lorain and has assets of over half a
million dollars #

Remembering their own plight the Ukrainian immigrants in
Ohio continue to support Ukrainian charitable and self helf
orgamizations, During the 1930s hundreds of thousands of
dollars were sent to Ukraine to assist in church and hospital build-
g, invalids, political prisoners and war victims Almost every
larger city m Ohio had its branches of the United Ukrainian-
American Relief Commuittee (ZUDAK) This committee sends
aid 1n time of emergencies to such close areas as flood victims in
Pennsylvania and such distant areas as earthquake victims 1n
Bania Luka 1in Yugoslavia

E Politics and Political Life
Since man 1s basically a political animal, 1t was a matter of
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time before the Ukrainian immigrants, after tending to their eco-
nomic well being, would engage 1n political activity The were
not indifferent to the plight of their brethren in the <“Old Country”
This was evident from the bond diive benefitting the government
of the Western Ukrainian National Republic (ZUNR) 1n the early
1920s, the financial aid given to Ukrainian institutions under the
Polish regime, the formation of organizations specifically concern-
ed about the future of Ukraine and attempts to create central
organizations that would channel and coordinate Ukrainian
activity 1n the United States for the benefit of Ukraine

Examples of the attempt to coordinate activity in Ohio are
the creation of the United Ukrainian Organizations 1n Cleveland
1n 1928 and the ““Samopomich® or “Self Help®’ in Akron These
types of coordinating bodies emerged spontaneously 1n every city
that had a large Ukrainian population It was not until Decem-
ber 2, 1939 at its 8th Congress that the loosely knit “Union of
Ukramnian Organizations of America’ decided to create a viable
body that could speak as one voice for all Ukrainians This was
especially necessary since the clouds of war were gathering over
the world Such a body was founded in Washington in May of
1940 by 805 delegates representing 168 localities and 2,000 Ukrai-
pian organizations in America

Each city now had a branch of the Ukrainian Congress
Commuittee of America, as 1t was called, which was to be a repre-
sentative and political body coordinating the activities of all
organizations that belonged to 1t  Ohio has seven such branches
In the Cleveland branch of this organization there are 40 dues
paying member organizations while 1n Youngstown there are 36 23
The number of politically oriented member organizations reflects
the variety of interests among the Ukraimans In reality there
are only several 1deological persuasions that have dominated the
allegiance of the emigres but each one of these ideologies has
several sister organizations, 1 e, youth, women’s cultural, etc,
which have their own vote but at the same time follow the general
1deological line

Before the creation of the UCCA each city did pretty much
what 1t felt was the correct line In time a ‘‘general line” was
adopted thanks to the efforts of such Ukrainian diplomats as
L. Cehelsky and Bachynsky who continued to struggle for the by
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then occupied Ukiaine  Their travels and speeches did much to
enlighten the Ukrainians in America and were responsible for
generous financial aid first to the ZUNR delegation and 1ts politi-
cal activities in Paris, and later to the Church and other worthwhile
organizations and projects i Ukramne Financial ledger books
are replete with examples of aid to Ukramne In Youngstown, for
example, the Ukrainians since 1931 have had a Ukrainian Day
The money earned at these events, sponsored by the United
Ukrainian Organizations, (today UNA) were sent to Ukraine
Thus 1n 1933, during the height of the Depression, they sent
$ 40 35, 1n 1937 of the § 555 88 made § 456 88 was sent to Ukraine,
m 1938 out of $621 73 made $457 73 was sent to Ukraine2t
During the war years much money was channelled into the war
effort mm the form of Red Cross contributions, bond buying as
as well as Ukrainian national projects in the United States After
the war much money was channelled nto aid and affidavits for
the displaced persons 26

In almost every city of Ohio there existed political organiza-
tions such as the Organization for the Liberation of Ukraine
(ODWU), the Hetmanate organization (monarchical) and the pro-
gressives who united themselves into the ‘Order of Workers® whose
centers were labour temples such as the one that still exists in
Cleveland The ODWU and Hetmanate organizations weie
nationalist and had their paramilitary youth, and women’s organ-
1zations They fought against the progressives and finally were
able to prevail thanks to the ‘New Immigrants’ who were able to
convince the ‘progressives’ that things were not as rosy as Soviet
propaganda would have them believe®” An example of the
hostility among the 1deological camps can be seen 1n the action of
a young emugre who during the “Opportunity Fair’” 1n 1964 1n
Cleveland tore down the Soviet Ukrainian flag from the hands of
the progressives and destroyed it This act resulted 1n the arrest
of the young man and the placing of two detectives as a permanent
guard of the Soviet flag2® The Progressive movement was very
strong 1n Cleveland which 1n 1tsformidable years was its center
and published the Worker

With the coming of the “New Immugrants™ the nationalistic
spirit prevailed m organized Ukrainian life  Especially active
was the Ukraiman Liberation Front and its affiliates Ukrainians
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who belong to the UCCA pay their dues to the ¢“National Fund”
and the UCCA with 1ts branches holds political, mainly patriotic,
anti-Communist rallies, commemorate ¢Captive Nations Week”,
the “Bicentennial’’, provide speakers for meetings of different types,
and 1nitiate projects such as the erection of the T Shevchenko
monument 1n Washington and the L Ukrainka monument 1n the
Curtural Gardens of Cleveland At the Tenth Congress of the
UCCA held 1n New York 1 1974, three Ohio branches of the
UCCA were lauded for their accomplishments The branches
were Cleveland, Youngstown and Canton

But the Ukraimans have also become very active in American
politics  Political Clubs exist 1n Youngstown, Toledo, Cleveland
and other cities The “0ld” and “New Immigrants” differ m
their political preferences in that the former lean mostly to the
Democrats and the latter prefer the Republicans Not satisfied
to see their representatives just once every four years during elec-
tions, the Ukrainians entered political life 1n Ohio and have
captured such positions as the Mayor of Parma and Middleburgh
Heights They took an active part 1n the Parma charter
commussion bid, and recently had their candidates for mayor and
Congress 1n the Parma-Cleveland Area  Presently there are
several candidates running for different positions in Ohio The
problem that exists in the area of American politics is that many
of the new aggressive young Ukrainian politicians and candidates
have run into opposition from old loyal political stalwarts of
Ukraintan descent who feel that each candidate should start from
the very bottom and work himself up to the top 1n party hierarchy
The younger Ukrainian politicians, however, are impatient as well
as aggressive and are therefore winning new adherents

F  Education and Culture

Since the coming of the “Old Immigrants” the question of
education has always dominated the center of the stage Many
of these who came to America were illiterate, but nevertheless,
recognized the importance of education To raise the level of
literacy, organizations such as “Prosvita’ (Enlightenment) were
founded These o1ganizations had their own libraries as well as
mstruction The Church and the deacons also played an 1mmense
role n education  Evening, Saturday and Sunday Schools taught
the Ukramman language, history and other subjects. With the



90 THE UrRAINIAN CoMMUNITY IN OHIO 1885-1976

coming of the “New Immigrants’ a network of schools known as
“Ridna Shkola” (native school) was organized in America and
Ohio Cleveland has two such schools Youngstown, Akron,
Canton and other areas have had such schools but due to a lack
of teachers their existence continues to be sporadic in nature
These schools over the years have turned out thousands of students
At the end of the 1974-75 school year Cleveland graduated
246 students 3° Standards for graduation and instruction are set
up by the UCCA Educational Council and adherence to these
standards 1s periodically examined by regional school inspectors

The emphasis on higher education in the Ukrainian commun-
1ty 1s very great Almost every college or university has Ukrainian
students Over the years student clubs were organized in such
universities as Toledo, Kent, Youngstown, Ohio State and 1n the
Cleveland area which served four umversities It 1s the Cleveland
Student Club, ‘Adam Kotsko™, which 1s responsible for the
mitiative 1n 1953 that culminated 1n the creation of the Ukrainian
Student Federation of America (SUSTA) Two presidents of
SUSTA came from Cleveland The city 1s also known for the
Thid Congress of SUSTA at which the i1dea of a permanent
¢Ukrainian Chair” at an American University was born Moneys
were collected for this project (FKU) which finally led to the
creation of a Ukramman Chair at Harvard Cleveland has con-
tributed §$ 230,000, Lorin, § 50,000, Youngstown, § 21,000,
Akron, § 5,0003 Smaller Ukrainian settlements have also con-
tributed to the Fund

Ukramnians 1 Ohio bave many scholarly organizations
Almost every city of settlement has either a branch or members
of the Shevchenko Scientific Society or the Free Ukrainian
Academy of Arts and Sciences The Shevchenko Scientific Society
of Ohio presently has 60 members 32 Cleveland has a Ukrainian
Museum founded i 1952 It 1s known for its excellent T
Shevchenko collection as well as Ukraimmian Boy Scout (Plast)
Archives Periodically the Museum turns out commemorative
stamps and publishes catalogues and materials relating to the
Ukrainian press 3 An important centre of Ukrainian learning
1s Kent State University where the journal The Ukrainian Historian
1s published TUniversity Libraries at Youngstown State, Case
Western Reserve, Kent State, John Carroll and Ohio State have
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good 1f not excellent collections of Ukrainica Presently almost
every university 1n Ohio has professors of Ukrainian descent who
are organized 1n the Ukrainian American Association of University
Professors Over the years many books have been published in
many fields in Ohio by such Ukramian printing concerns as the
Klym Co, West Side and Baturyn companies

Ohio excells in the field of culture Perhaps the crowning
achievement of the Ukrainians of Ohio was the opening of the
Ukrainian Cultural Gardens in Cleveland 1n 1939 The Gardens
are located on Liberty Boulevard on land donated by the Rocke-
fellers 1n 1925 and contain statues sculped by the renowned
Ukramnian sculptor, A Archipenko, one of the founders of
cubism  The cost of the Ukrainian Gardens from 1935 to
1939 was $ 13,0273¢ 1In 1969 another statue, the work of
M Chereshniowsky of Lesia Ukrainka, the poetess, was added
to the priceless bronzes 1n the Garden

Proud of therr rich heritage, Ukrainians proceeded to organize
cultural projects which would 1dentify their nationality The first
theater group was founded 1a 1903 1n Cleveland and lasted until
1950 Folk dancing groups were organized under the remowned
balletmaster Vasyl Avramenko 1n 1926 Musical societies, schools
and choirs were begun, the two most prominent of which have
been the Taras Shevchenko <“Homin”” Chorus and the <‘Dnipro”
Chorus conducted by the late Jaroslaw Barnych and Eugene
Sadowsky respectively The Ukraimian Musical Instutie (UMI)
was founded 1n the 1950°s Percussion, Mandolin, and Bandura
(the Ukrainian national instrument) ensembles were also organiz-
ed

During 1976 the Ukrainians of Ohio have participated in the
American Bicentennial celebrations through their committees
Such committees were organized 1n Cleveland, Youngstown, Akron,
Lorain, Canton, and Toledo Two of the cities, Cleveland and
Youngstown, besides having gala festivals and concerts dedicated
to the 200th Anniversary of American Independence and 100th
Anniversary of Ukrainian Settlement 1n America, had their own
national floats Present at the Youngstown celebration was Miss
A Tischenko, Miss World USA, a Ukramian from Middleburgh
Heights, Ohio
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G Conclusion

The Ukramian American community of Ohio continues to be
a viable, active, growing group that plays a vital role in the
overall Ukrainian community of America Even though proud of
their ethnic heritage they do not forget their debt to America
They are good, hard working, loyal citizens who have over the
years given their support as well as their sons for the country of
their choosing  Valuing liberty they remain a stabilizing factor
1n the sometimes complex and radical changes that have beset
America Together with other ethnic groups, through the electoral
process as well as the media, they stand on guard of the Iiberties
that they have obtained and continue to cherish here in America
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The Early Russian Feminists and The Struggle
for Higher Education for Women

RutH A DUDGEON

“Women are created to be slaves all their lives and nothing
can be done about 1t.”* Thus, Ekaterina Zhukovskaia’s mother
counselled her at the beginning of the 1860’s  Yet Ekaterina and
a number of her contemporaries— as well as a few of her mother’s
contemporaries— broke with this traditional view 1n the 1860’s
and demanded an end to slavery and 1nequality

The purposes of this paper are to define women’s struggle for
independence and equality 1in 19th century Russia and to demon-
strate the central role played in that struggle by the movement for
higher education for women

The reform era 1n Russia generated a number of social and
economic pressures to examine the position of women, pressures
which were reinforced by Western mnfluences The “woman ques-
tion” was first delineated in the pages of Sovremennik 1 the late
1850’s by Mikhail Mikhailov,2 and the discussion was quickly
taken up by other journals and by soctety Educational reform,
including co-education was proposed The oppressed condition of
women was compared with that of the serfs The position of
women within the family was examined The 1dle, useless life
of middle- and upper-class women was condemned, and women
were called to productive work and economic independence. As
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a result of these discussions, a feminist view of women developed,
1 e, a view of women as oppressed, restricted, and discriminated
against as a group This recognition of the existing oppression
of women and of their rights as individuals formed the basis for
a movement to change their position

The most outspoken proponents of the woman question were
the nihilists, who attacked all those forces in Russian society such
as tradition, law, and authority, which combined to keep women
subordinate The nihilists argued the complete equality of the
sexes and favored the free exercise of individual will and develop-
ment of individual abilities  Although the nihilist solution to the
women question did not lend 1tself to an organized women’s move-
ment because of its individualistic approach and although 1t gained
Iittle support 1n Russia outside progressive circles because of its
association 1n the public mind with revolution and immorality, 1t’s
development was a key step in the liberation of Russian women
For nihilism made such an mmprint on wider progressive circles
that from the early sixties the 1dea of the equality of men and
women was firmly established, at least 1n theory Nihilism creat-
ed a psychological atmosphere more favorable to women’s activism
1n the progressive part of Russian society than was generally
enjoyed by Western women

At the end of the 1850°s when discussion of the woman ques-
tion began, Russian society 1n general was engaged 1n a search for
personal and group emancipation Under such favorable condi-
tions,. women— only a small number of course,— responded
quiekly to the exhortations to study, to work, to seek personal
fulfillment The first women’s association was~ orgamized
Simbirsk 1 1859, and in the same year the first women appeared
i the lecture halls of St Petersburg University® Within two
years, hundreds of women were attending lectures, not only at the
Unyversity and the Medical-Surgical Academy 1n St Petersburg
but also at the Universities 1n Kiev and Kharkov Women sought
work even outside the traditional fields of teaching and governess-
g, rejecting the traditional view of limited roles for women
Simpler styles of dress and ‘“non-feminine’” behavior were adopt-
ed by “emancipated women” Moderate feminists emphasized
philanthropic and selfshelp organizations such as the Saciety for
Cheap Lodgings to aid-poor women and a womien’s translating-
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and publishing artel More radical women 1nsisted on a total,
immediate, and more personal emancipation— running away from
home or entering fictitious marriages when necessary to gain
personal freedom, joining communes, asserting a right to sexual
freedom, etc

Despite the wide range of women’s responses, they tended to
be largely individual with Ittle organizational form  Early
efforts to organize women’s clubs foundered on government res-
trictions limiting organizations to educational and philanthropic
activities, a ban which continued into the twentieth century
Other attempts at organization collapsed from nexperience and
lack of agreement among women as well as from a lack of femin-
1st consciousness

By the mid-sixties women found 1t necessary to reassess the
direction of their demands under the stress of a number of chang-
ing conditions By the late 1860’s and early 1870°s the main
focus of Russian feminists was on access to higher education and
professional and white collar employmont These goals were to
remain the focus of the movement until the turn of the century
when changing political conditions and a change 1n women them-
selves made possible a broader feminmist movement

Why this decades long focus on education and employment ?
The answer lies 1n both the political and social conditions i
Russia and the needs of women themselves

As reaction against reform gained strength in the mid-sixties,
the opposition to the emancipation of women became vocal and 1t
became obvious that the nihilist 1dea of immediate, total emanci-
pation for women could not be realized for women generally
The sexual aspects of liberation combimed with the participation
of women in student uprisings, the Polish revolt, and the
Karakazov affair led to the denunciation of the women’s move-
ment as one of those ltberal reforms which was threatening to
undermine the stability of society ~ Not until the early twentieth
century would the climate again be as favorable to the liberation
of women as 1t had been 1n the reform era

Furthermore, radical thought, which in the 1860’s had pro-
claimed the emancipation of women as one of the most important
tasks of society, began to call women to revolution 1n the name of
broader social goals, Women, who as a group had not yet
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achieved their emancipation, were called upon to give up their
special struggle and devote themselves to the total solution of
the social question Thus, the women’s movement lost 1ts most
outspoken base of public support and, at the same time, a con-
siderable number of women who moved away from feminism to
political radicalism 4

The withdrawal of the radicals meant that the moderate
feminist position went almost unchallenged within the women’s
movement until the early twentieth century From the beginning,
moderate feminists had avoided the more controversial issues,
preferring to work within the legal framework of governmental
approval thru accommodation and gradual reform Within this
context, education was an 1deal 1ssue for 1t was more likely than
women’s 1ssues to gain public and governmental support  Russia
needed educated workers and faith 1n education as the key to
rapid progress for Russia was widespread Women sought to
capitalize on this by stressing the service aspect of their striving
for education and employment rather than the emancipatory

But the feminists not only argued that Russia need educated
women, they also insisted that women needed education The
economic changes resulting from the emancipation of the serfs
denied many women of the privileged classes the economic security
they had previously enjoyed, and large numbers of them now had
to find a2 way to earn a living But they couldn’t work 1n fac-
tories— they wanted the same kinds of jobs as the men of their
class had For professional and white collar employment, educa-
tion was essential

Beyond the economic benefits, education was important to
women themselves Education offered a means to self-fulfilment,
self-development, and emancipation— and a chance to share in
the exciting intellectual and political currents of the day, a chance
to prepare themselves for service in the great task of uplifting the
Russian masses

Other factors also limited the focus of feminist activities A
number of the issues raised by feminists in the West were not
appropriate to Russia atthe time Woman suffrage was not an
1ssue 1n the absence of male suffrage Russian women already
had full property rights and were legally entitled to inhernt a
specified share of both moveable and landed property. Russian
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law sharply limited divorce, but the legal conditions were the same
for both sexes Authority over the children was shared by both
parents The socio-economic conditions 1n Russia precluded a
working class or peasant oriented feminist movement Most
Russian feminists were from the poorer gentry, the middle bureau-
cracy and the small professional intelligentsia, and the concerns
of the women of these classes dominated the movement Radical
women came from these same classes and 1t 1s worth noting that a
common 1nterest 1n education served as a point of contact between
moderate and radical women throughout the period

The educational 1ssue had been among the first to be raised
1n relation to the woman question. Discussions ranged from re-
form of secondary education thru the suitability of women for
higher education to the value of coeducation at all levels A
brief outline of the history of higher education for women 1s
provided below since the topic has been generally ignored in all
studies of the Russian educational system 3

Reform of secondary education for women began in 1858
with the creation of girls’ gymnasiums, 2 e, day schools open to
all classes The number of these schools grew rapidly despite a
lack of state support, and by the twentieth century the number of
girls exceeded the number of boys studying in the gymnasiums of
the Education Ministry However, girls’ gymnasiums devoted less
time than the boys’ gymnasiums to the study of mathematics,
natural sciences, and classical languages, thus leaving their
graduates less well-prepared for further study and making 1t
possible for officials to continue to argue that women were not
adequately prepared for higher education Not until 1916, was
the curriculum of the girls’ gymnasiums made equivalent to that
1n the boys’ gymnasiums

Although women attended umiversity lectures briefly n the
early 60’s, the new umiversity statutes of 1863 excluded them
completely Forced out of the universities, women were left with
two alternatives to go abroad to study or to create their own
higher educational institutions Study abroad offered greater
freedom, more immediate opportunity, and until 1911, the only
opportunity for a Russian woman to earn an academic degree
The graduation of Russia’s first woman doctor, Nadezha Suslova,
from Zurich University 1n 1867 provided an example for women
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seeking higher education By the summer of 1873, at least 100
Russian women were registered at the University and the
Teknikum ® In subsequent years, Russian women entered other
European umiversities as well The number of Russian women
studying abroad fluctuated, depending on internal Russian condi-
tions, but remained only a small percentage of women seeking
higher education

Inside Russia, women worked on the second alternative 1In
Moscow, St Petersburg, Kiev, and Kharkov 1n the late 1860’s and
early 1870’s, groups of women demanded access to higher educa-
tion and organized informal classes with the support of university
professors A few women petitioned for admission to various
higher educational institutions and a few began, again, to attend
lectures 1n the men’s institutions— but unofficially for goveinment
policy has not changed An appeal for a women’s university was
rejected by the government, as were petitions for the creation of
women’s divisions within the men’s universities  Minister of
Education Dimitr1 A Tolstor asserted the women were not pre-
pared for higher education, had no need for it, and were morally
and intellectually inferior 7 All that women were permitted were
preparatory courses to correct the deficiencies 1n their secondary
education— the Alarchinskie in St Petersburg and the Lubianskie
1 Moscow, both opening in 1869— and public lecture courses,
organized first in St Petersburg, the Vladimirskie Courses, and
subsequently in several other university cities Orgamizing efforts,
then and later, were limited to umiversity cities by dependence on
professors as 1nstructors, but the courses diew support and
students from all parts of Russia

In the early 1870’s, government policy changed, partly due
to the need for professionals and partly from a desire to keep
women from going abroad to study, where they came 1n contact
with socialist and anarchist movements 8 In 1872 the government
responded to demands by women for medical training and to the
need for better-tramned midwives with permission for courses for
Learned Midwives under the auspices of the Medical-Surgical
Academy Although supposedly designed only to train midwives,
the professors, who supported women’s efforts to become doctors,
provided the same courses and level of instruction as was given
to men students, and 1n 1876, 1n recoguition of this, the courses
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were organized and renamed the Women’s Medical Courses
Twentyfive women doctors from the first graduating class received
acclaim for their service mn evacuation and field hospitals during
the Russo-Turkish War ?

Also 1n 1872 and again 1n response to women’s petitions and
state needs— 1n this case for better-trained teachers— two-year
eaperimental higher courses for women were authorized 1n Moscow
under the direction of Moscow University Professor V. I Guerrier
Finally, in 1876 the government gave approval for the creation of
higher courses 1n all university cities Courses were established
in Kazan 1 1876 and 1n Kiev and St Petersburg in 1878 The
Lubianskie Preparatory Courses in Moscow were reorganized to
become the equivalent of higher courses in mathematics and
science but were denied official recognition as higher courses 1°
However, permission was not granted for courses i Odessa,
Kharkov, and Warsaw, for in 1879 government policy agan
changed Due to an increase i student political activities and
the beginnings of terrorism, a Special Council headed by Minister
of State Doma.ns P A Valuev concluded that the opening of
additional higher courses for women would be ‘‘generally unde-
sirable” 11 In Warsaw, women refused to accept this decision and
opencd secret, illegal courses which operated for some time before
being raided by the police and the orgamizers arrested  Although
the organizers were acquitted 1n court, the courses were not per-
mitted to reopen 14

The hostility to women’s courses increased following the
assasination of Alexander II 1n 1881 Minister of Education I D
Delianov spear-headed an effort to eliminate the courses by clos-
ing admission to them on the pretext of studying their reorganiza-
tion ** By this means the government forced the closing of all the
women’s courses except the Higher Courses for Women in St
Petersburg, to which admissions were reopened 1n 1839 following
a direct appeal to the tsar by women and their supporters In
Moscow following the closing ot the Guerrier and Lubianskie
Couises, the Society of Governessss and Women Teachers organiz-
ed informal foui-year Collective Lessons for women, essentially
higher courses but without the official trappings and without
official requirements and restrictions 4

After the death of Alexander III 1n 1894, women were more
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successful 1n theirr demands for higher education A Women’s
Medical Institute opened 1n St Petersburg in 1897, Higher Courses
for Women 1n Moscow 1n 1900 (however, the Collective Lesson
were closed at the same time), and Women’s Pedagogical Institutes
1n St Petersburg and Odessa 1n 1903 During this same time a
few private courses for women were also permitted to open How-
ever, repeated petitions for women’s courses from other cities
were 1gnored, rejected out of hand, or subjected to bureaucratic
delay  Petitions for admission to the umversities were also
1ejected  Only with the coming of revelution in 1905 did this
situation change Briefly after 1905, women were admitted to the
universities and some of the technical institutes, but admission
was again closed to them by the Minister of Education 1n 1908
However, the demand of women for higher education could not
be stifled Within the next decade the universities were again
opened to women on a limited basis and more than thirty addi-
tional higher educational institutions for women were authorized
The program of women’s courses expanded to add faculties 1n law,
medicine, natural science, and economics and commerce to the
traditional historico-philological and physico-mathematical facul-
ties The first women’s agricultural and technological institutes
were organized i St Petersburg in 1904 and 1906 respectively

While the government permitted these courses to exist, 1t did
little to encourage them In 1911/12 the Ministry of Education
spent 7 5 million rubles on higher education, but only 230,000
rubles (3 08 per cent) was spent on women’s education and all
but 11,600 rubles of that small amount was spent on the Women’s
Medical Institute ¥ It was left to women themselves to raise the
money to finance women’s education

Nor did the government recognize the worth of the education
provided by the women’s courses Completion of the university
course and passing of the state examination admitted men students
to the tenth rank 1n the Russian civil service Women graduates
of the higher courses were not admutted to the state examination
and were given only the right to teach at the elementary and
imntermediate levels, a right granted to gymnasium graduates Not
until the turn of the century were the right to teach beyond the
intermediate level extended to women and the rights of women
doctors established on an equal footing with men, The right to
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practise law, except in Siberia, was denied to women by an
Imperial ukaz 1ssued mm 1876 and continued to be denied until
1917 However, 1n 1911 the government did recognize certain
higher courses for women as equivalent to universities, making
their graduates eligible for academic degrees and admission to
the state examination but not for access to the civil service and
chin 18

What we have here, nevertheless, 1s a success story For
women, despite the opposition of the state and much of society,
succeeded 1n establishing a number of institutions that were uni-
versities 1n all but name From a few hundred students in the
first courses 1n 1872/73, the number expanded to an early high of
almost 2,500 students 1n 1881/82, to 6,000 1n 1904/06, and to a
mmimum of 28,500 1n 1911/12, which represented approximately
30% of the students 1n all higher educational institutions*” By
the early twentieth century, women students thru their diligence
and academic achievement had gained a grudging acceptance by
both state and society of women’s right to and capability for
higher education  Although all the professions except teaching
continued to be male-dommated, women had overcome great
hostility and resistance to establish themselves as doctors (2,000
in 1908), chemists, statisticians, archaeologists, astronomers— a
whole range of professions In so doing they proved that expand-
1ng roles for women could be beneficial to society

But Russian women had gained something else 1n the struggle
as well They had gamed self-confidence, orgamizational skills,
and experience 1n dealing with the power structure and 1n handl-
ing their own affairs  One of the umique characteristics of the
higher courses for women was the role of public 1mtiative 1n
their founding and the participation of women, ncluding women
students, 1n their operation 1n a society where educational 1nitia-
tive traditionally was taken by the state and educational 1nstitu-
tions were, run by the state bureaucracy Virtually every one of
the women’s institutions resulted from women’s own imitiative
Women petitioned academic and scientific bodies, state ministers,
and the tsar himself in their search for educational and employ-
ment opportunities They conducted a varmety of fund-raising
activities to keep the courses afloat In St Petersburg they even
succeeded 1n building their own facilities complete with an astro-
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nomical observatory  Organizations were created to raise funds
for needy students and to find jobs for graduates, The Alarchin-
skie Courses, the Lubianskie Courses, and the Collective Lessons
were run by the students themselves The Vladimirskie, St Peters-
burg, and Kiev Courses and many of those courses established
after 1905 were run by women’s organizations— the most impor-
tant by virtue of size and achievements being the Society to
Finance the Higher Courses for Women in St Petersburg The
nucleus of that society was the group of women who had raised
the question of higher education for women 1n St Petersburg in
1868, who then proceeded to organize and finance the Vladimirskie
Courses, and finally to organize, finance and operate the St Peters-
burg Higher Courses, and to fight for their existence when they
were threatened with extinction in 1830°s Members of this
orgamization were m the forefront of efforts in the 1890’s and
early 1900’s to cooperate with the international feminist movement,
to establish a variety of women’s organizations, and to improve
the position of women

Government restrictions on organizational activity prevented
the development of feminist organizations per se, which 1n other
countries provided moral support and helped to develop a sense of
community among women The women who participated in the
struggle for higher education, both as students and as organizers,
formed the nucleus of the women’s movement in nineteenth-century
Russia. The organizing activities of the supporters and the
corporate activities of women students provided the only nstitu-
tionalized expression of the movement  These organizations
provided a modicum of communication among women, kept the
movement growing, and kept women’s 1ssues before the public
during a pertod of reaction

The four decades from the era of reform to the outbreak of
revolution during which feminists focussed their attention on educa-
tion should be viewed as both a holding action against regressive
pressures and a period of preparation for broader activity While
education had not changed the position of women 1n society as
much as had been anticipated by 1ts early proponents— discrimina-
tion 1n employment, low pay, and traditional roles for women con-
tinued to be the norm— 1t did change the perceptions of a number
of women The struggle itself did much to raise the consciousness
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of those women 1nvolved for the denial of educational opportunity
was a clear example of discrimination against women as a group,
of a view of women as intellectually inferior and limited to family
activites But education increased women’s self-confidence and
increased their demands Educated women were not satisfied with
traditional, imrted roles The broadening of the women’s move-
ment at the turn of the century reflected not only the changed
political climate but the growing reservoir of well-educated pro-
fessional women who sought a broader scope for their activities
and those of women 1n general It 1s not coincidental that pro-
fessional women led the struggle for broader women’s rights in the
twentieth century
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Poles In America
A Bicentennmal View

Frank MocEHA

The Bicentennial was, for various ethnic groups in America,
including the Polish, a time of stock-taking, of re-assessing therr
contributions to their adopted country This 1s not an easy task
“Poles 1n America® or, more precisely, “Polish Contributions to
America’, 1s a difficult problem mainly because 1t 1s difficult to
find the right approach to 1t  Speakers usually have dealt with 1t
by first citing the number of Americans of Polish origin 1n this
country, and then listing the most famous Poles in America, from
Pulask: to Muskie, and saying a few words about each of them
This 1s no longer the best way to approach the subject, because 1t
barely scratches the surface of the Polish presence and experience

This paper 1s based on the conclusions reached in atwo-term course,
“Poles in America A Bicentennial View,”” taught and co-ordinated by this
writer at the School of Continuing Education, New York University, during the
academuc year 1975/76, where 1t formed the concluding lecture In a shightly
revised version the paper was presented in the “Bicentennial panel at the
Eighth National Convention of the American Association for the Advancement
of Slavic Studies (AAASS) mn St Lows m October of 1976 An expanded and
updated version of the paper forms the concluding essay (XXII) of my book,
Poles in America  Bicentennial Essavs, which 1s now 1n production

The paper, in both its early versions, was primarily addressed to Polish
American audiences, and so 1s the boock The author did not feel it desirable
to alter his point of view for the purposes of the present article, in the behef
that such alterations would cause the article to lose some of its poignancy
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1n America by concentrating on the obvious, 1t neglects other,
no less, and perhaps even more important contributions. These
can now, at this point 1n our history, be pieced together from a
growing number of books and articles devoted to the Polish
experience 1n America

The latest bibliography, published by the Director of the
Polish Museum of America in Chicago, lists close to 1700 items *
They nclude accounts of Polish contributions to America spread
over 368 years, from the first Polish settlement 1in Jamestown,
Virginia, through Polish contributions to American history in
war and peace, to the present Forthcoming publications, both
imdividual? and jomt (or institutional), will enrich the existing
materials considerably Among the latter are works-in-progress
by the Kosciuszko Foundation,® the Polish Institute of Arts and
Science,* the Polish American Historical Association,® and the
already mentioned Bicentenmal Essaps® While the first three
projects represent works with scholarly-popular, sociological, or
historical 1nterest, the last includes all three, plus chapters-articles
on religion, education, organizational structure, and a special
section on Polish contributions in various fields of scholarship and
culture, 1n an attempt to sum up Polish achievements in America

The achievements are considerable, but not as overwhelming
as the enthusiasm stimulated by the Bicentennial would lead us to
believe A little overdosing on the Bicentennial 1s only to be
expected, but we must keep our heads and maintain a sense of
proportion It 1s true that the Poles have had outstanding
representatives— even authentic heioes or real geniuses— 1n al-
most every walk of life in America In recent years, a Polish
American was a serious candidate for the Presidency More
recently, two other representatives of Polonia had, and are still
having, direct bearing on the highest office 1n the land one, an
outstanding jurist, by serving as a special prosecutor 1n a celebrat-
ed case 1nvolving a President then 1n office , the other, a brillhant
political scientist, by advising a Presidential candidate on foreign
policy 7 (Characteristically, one of the men 18 American-born, the
other, Polish-born, the relevancy of this distinction will become
clear later 1n the paper ) It would seem that the Poles are reaching
for the highest offices 1n the land, offices with real access to power,
something which the Polish Americans never had in their entire
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history 1n this country Nothing could be more wrong than such an
assumption, since 1t would indicate that the process of “Making
It” was completed for Polish Americans It definitely 1s not

The truth 1s that the above are highly 1solated cases, and
hardly harbingers of a massive exalted upward mobility on the
part of Polomia The special prosecutor’s case, particularly, 1s
more symbolic than real, as pointed out during the Watergate
affair by Leopold Tyrmand, in his excellent article in the New
York Times on Jaworski and Sirica  The rather symbolic nature
of Polish contributions was stressed in a different context by a
noted Polish American sociologist with reference to Polish re-
presentation 1n other branches of learning and prominence ¢ We
have only to look at the shm number of Pclish Americans in the
Senate and 1n the Congress, and notice their chronic absence on
the Supreme Court and in the Cabinet, to realize this truth
Holders of these highest offices are traditionally (s)elected or
recruited from the legal profession, and here we encounter an-
other shock the infinitesimal ratio of Polish names on the
published list of successful candidates 1n examinations for ad-
mittance to the Bar  Going further down 1n search of talent and
future potential, we can check the lists of successful scholarship
and fellowship winners Here the situation 1s better, and the
ratio of Polish names approximates their ratio in population
figures A recent National Meiit Scholarship list for New York,
New Jersey, and Connecticut, mcludes five unmistakably Polish
names among 134 entries ® 1f we assume that there are many
Polish Americans whose names have been changed or modified,
and thus not read:ly identifiable as Polish, we can say that Polish
Americans are well represented on the lower rungs of the ladder
of success The trouble 1s, their upward climb on the ladder has
traditionally been slow

The uncertainty about names introducss a whole series of new
problems into the already difficult task of evaluating the Polish
contributions to America Who 1s of Polish origin and who
1sn’t, who wants to be considered so and who doesn’t ? What
are the criteria on mixed marriages, and what do we do with the
Ukraimans, Jews, Byelorussians, Lithuanians, and others, born
and raised in Poland, especially when thcse representatives of the
former Polish minorities are claimed by then own ethnic groups
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1n America? Suppose these claims begin to work retroactively,
as they already do in some cases? I was startled last spring at a
conference 1n New York on Language and Culture® to hear a
young scholar of Polish-Ukrainian origin claim the first settlers
in Jamestown, Virginia, as Ukrainian Last summer, in an
article 1n the New York Times about the Museum of American
Jewish History 1n Philadelphia, I found a reference to “Haym
Salomon, Broker,”*! without a single word of explanation that
he was Polish, and that he represents a vital part of the Polish
American heritage These are problems that can seriously erode
the Polish claims 1n America If we add to this the way the
Poles have been taken for granted here, the way, 1n fact, Poland,
and not just the Polish vote, has been used by successive Ad-
ministrations, as pointed out brilhantly by a young historian
recently,'? with all the unfortunate 1mages that this helps to create,
we can say that, for some reason, the Polish Americans, as a
group, have not been able so far to forge a stronger, more posi-
tive 1mage of itself

However, a new element has entered the picture The ethnic
awakening 1n America, followed closely by the Bicentennial, have
done a great deal to stimulate interest 1n one’s ancestry In a
non-heroic age, when the traditional ways to fame and recogni-
tion have lost most of the lustie, to acknowledge one’s member-
ship 1n an ethnic gioup 1s a way to be recognized The <*Kiss me,
I am Polish™ buttons are one way of expressing the urge, as des-
cribed by a young Yale female scholar of Lithuanian origin 13
America 1s suddenly discovering the Poles, and the Poles are dis-
covering themselves ““Closet Poles’”, so called by the Presidential
Adviser on Ethnic Affairs, are coming out of hiding, particularly
after every Presidential nomination of a Polish American to a
high office, and Poles take justifiable pride at every Polish achieve-
ment, be it even by visitors, such as Irena Szewinska, Jacek
Wszola, and Wojtek Fibak All the achievements are being faith-
fully recorded by Polish American historians, from the present
all the way back to the begmnmng of the Polish presence in
America which, too, 1s being re-examined The Polish American
Congress 1s reportedly commissioning a comprehensive Polish
American history, at the same time, 1t 15 taking steps to protect
the Polish image in America, by legal means, 1f necessary 4
All these and simular efforts may well result in a new era for the
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Polish Americans, 1n an America whose national purpose is being
reconsidered 5 The third century will be a different century for
America, as brilliant editorials are proclaiming and warning ,*¢ 1t
will be a different century for Polish Americans, too It may
even be a Polish American century, if the Poles succeed 1n adapt-
g to changes and to the altered demands and realities of the
future But until there is clear evidence of this happening, we
should, instead of fluctuating between enthusiasm and holy in-
dignation, take a look at the previous two centuries and see
whether, besides the well known heioes and leaders, they contain
other evidence of Polish contributions to America

I will try to approach the subject from a different angle of
attack, by first soberly examining the value of certain claims The
mrost common— and at the same time the least verified— claim
among Polish Americans 1s one concerning their supposed numer-
cal strength 1n this country  There are many estimates, but none
of them seems to have any basis to be conclusive  There 15, how-
ever, one indication on which I base my calculations During the
Kernedy Presidential campaign 1n 1960, the Kennedys, 1n an effort
to determine the strength of the Polish vote, in order to decide
whether to go after it— especially after acquiring a brand-new
Polish brother-in-law, Prince Radziwill— have gone to the expen-
sive trouble of counting the potential vote Because 1t was vital
to them, we can trust their figures They were published 1n the
New York Times, and showed that the number of Polesin America
was then between 9-13 million  This was 16 yearsago Today, after
allowing for a normal increase, the figures should have risen 30%,
or about 1/3, to be between 12-17 million, or somewhere around
14-15 million It 1s undoubtedly a large figure, larger than most
official figures, ncluding both the U S census figures and esti-
mates in Poland, but it 1s most probably correct Even so, the
14-15 mullion figure amounts to only slightly more than 6% of the
total population of the Umited States This 1s not a large per-
centage, but 1t roughly corresponds to the percentage of the U S
population in the world 1t 1s even shghtly larger, and this should
make us THINK ~ We could not even begin, on the basis of com-
parable population percentages, to compare proportionately Polish
contributions to America with American contributions to the
world  The fact remains that we are living 1n the most advanced
society in the world, and in a society thus advanced it 1s hard to
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make a noticeable contribution And yet, America was built by
national groups like ours, some larger, some smaller It would be
easy and comforting to assume that while the Polish group contri-
buted less than most of the larger groups, such as the German,
which claims that one out of every six Americans 1s of German
ancestry,'” it contributed more than the smaller ones Nothing
could be further from the truth Let us take the French, for
example, considerably smaller group than the Polish Putting any
other kind of contribution aside, even those of Kosciuszko and
Pulaski cannot equal the French contribution symbolized by
Lafayette and Rochambeau, for the simple reason that the latter
were backed by the power of France, while the former were ndivi-
duals acting on their own imtiative This example alone, and
there are others, shows the fallacy of the numbers game , 1t also
shows the fallacy of relying on heroes and outstanding individuals
exclusively when attempting to show a national group’s contribu-
tion to its adopted country Besides, most of the heroes found
themselves on these shores accidentally— as new findings 1n Poland
tell us even about Kosciuszko— and their eyes were always turned
towards their homsland, and not toward their adopted country,
m which they were only as guests 8

A more vahd approach 1s to try and evaluate the contribu-
tions of the masses which came to stay and work To do this, we
must concentrate on the 50-year period between 1864-1914, a half
century during which Poles were coming to America i meamngful
numbers A great majority of Polish Americans alive today are
descendants of this group Thanks to the dedicated work of the
growing number of Polish American historians, we know today a
great deal about this group,'® but we probably over-react to thewr
mmtial difficulties and their supposedly low position on the econo-
mic and social ladder It s true that they were, for the most
part, farm-workers, coal miners, and, 1 time of national need,
soldiers, but these functions, and the reasons for them, are not
always properly understood and analyzed The last function,
particularly, 1s rarely stressed sufficiently In World War I, 10%
of the U S armed forces was of Polish background, not counting
the 23,000 Polish Americans in Haller’s army and 17,600 in other
Polish umts By World War II, according to some statistics, cited
and documented in Melchior Wankowicz’s book, The Poles and
America,® 17% of the U S armred forces was of Pohish background,
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This amounts to 1,700,000, an army larger than the one fielded
by Poland in 1939 The percentage of Poles at that time 1n
America 1s estimated to have been 49, a figure which probably
needs to be revised upwards Even so, these figures surely tell us
something about the health, energy, and, above all, patriotism of
a group capable of sending every fourth member to defend its
adopted country (for the entire United States the ratio was 1
m 12)

As for the other two functions, the Poles were most heavily
represented 1 them during the Post-Civil War period of recon-
struction and growth and afterwards, when America was suddenly
and surprisingly catching up with England as the leading economic
and industrial power of the world Rather than over-react to the
Poles’ social position, we should look at them as helping to feed
the rapidly growing population, and stocking the furnaces of the
steel-mills which were making America solid and powerful A
good study showing the part played by Poles in the crucial and
dynamic drive by America to world’s primacy at the end of the
XIX century and beginning of the XX century would be worth
more than another book about Kosciuszko or 2 film about him
Such a study would show the present generation that their ances-
tors and predecessors were not just lowly laborers at the bottom
of the economic ladder, but food producing FARMERS,
BUILDERS of industry, and DEFENDERS of America

The two World Wars provided the Poles 1n America with a
measure of upward mobility The G I Bill of Rights after World
War II particularly was greatly responsible for providing young
ex servicemen with opportunities for advancement through educa-
tion The number of Poles 1n colleges steadily grew, stimulated
by the presence 1 America of a considerable number of refugee-
scholars from Poland, who now occupied university positions and
took 1t upon themselves to encourage and help young Polish
American students to obtain college and university degree  The
results of this activity, led mostly by members of the Polish Insti-
tute of Arts and Sciences,” and supported by Polish American
Institutions, such as the Kosciuszko Foundation,?® are visible now,
when the disciples themselves are occupying academic and other
prestigious— even if not numerous— positions This particular
chapter 1n the history of the Poles in America— concerning the
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role of the war-time and post-war emigration— deserves careful
mention, because 1t, too, has been neglected and yet 1t represents
a vital element 10 the positive evolution of the Polish Americans,
and, as such, a further evidence of Polish contribution to America

The latest exodus from Poland, which began in 1939 and
still goes on without any signs of slackening, 1s an historical
phenomenon on a world scale History knows few examples of
such flights of intelligentsia It can be compared to the flight of
the Greeks from endangered Byzantium, the flight which, as we
know, helped bring about the Renaissance in the West, 1t can
also be compared to the flight of the French aristocracy before the
French Revolution, a flight which raised intellectual standards all
over Europe, notably 1n Russia More to the point, this flight
can also be compared to the Russian exodus during and after the
Russtan Revolution, 1t 1s no accident that the Russians earn
higher salaries than most other ethnic groups in America  Surely
there are some obvious lessons to be learned from these examples
The Polish exodus was at first dictated by the istinct of self-
preservation, but lately 1t has acquired the unmistakable signs of
a development adding up to the fact that Poland is now able to
export talent, no matter under what form this “‘export” is being
accomplished At any rate, the number of Poles who have left
Poland since 1939 for the U S A 1s now in the hundreds of
thousands These huge talented numbers are increasingly affect-
g the profile of the Polish American group, and of America
itself The impact of this influx 1s still underestimated, and an
objective study of its significance would go a long way towards
overcoming the occasional hostilities between the Amercan-born
and Polish-born segments of Poloma When mutual acceptance
becomes a rule, and we all work hand-in-hand, our progress will
be speeded up immeasurably, because our inner resources are
sufficient And 1t 1s these resources, such as honesty and hard
work, for which the Poles are known, and for which they were
often ridiculed 1n the past, that are now needed more than ever in
America Let us al/l put them to work again, and carry our indr-
vidual duties out well  This 1s the only valid way to success, it 18
also the best definition of patriotism We owe 1t to ourselves and
to America,
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Ethnicity and Social Control*

MicHAEL V BELOK

First of all, let us make clear that minority pioblems are not
peculiar to the United States They are pandemic Every part
of the world faces minority problems Whether 1t be North
America, South America, Europe, Africa or Asia, the problem
of ethnic groups exists The shift to the term ethnic groups
should alert the reader to the close association of minorities and
ethnicity in problem situations Although the two terms are not
synonymous, they are very closely related in many practical
situations  Even the term problem 1s closely related Minorities,
ethnicity and problems seem very often to go together, as does
conflict If a society 1s homogeneous, then minorities, ethnicity
and conflict of the sort associated with our discussion are non-
existent But this 1s seldom the case = We can start with the
basic premise that both minority and ethnic groups are associated
with potential conflict and that both are conceived as potentially
disintegrative elements 1n most societies  In a society, such as
that of the United States, where the very sense of identity and
nationhood was a problematic one, the threat of minorities or
ethnic groups percetved as alien to the society 1s even more
exacerbated  When the United States came 1nto being, 1t did

* A longer version of this paper will appear in the Handbook Jor Social
Control edited by Joseph S, Roucek, Greenwood Press forthcoming



ETHNICITY AND SoCIAL CONTROL 119

not represent a nation 1n this fullest sense A sense of national
identity and national character had to be created The popula-
tion was by no means homogenous, a fact we tend to forget?
Thus the pervasive concern with the meaning of American so
much a part of American life 1s understandable

In order to exist, societies must maintain self-sufficiency and
order This requires a broad commitment to the values of the
soctety— the common values  They are the cemznt of societal
self-sufficiency = There does not have to be agreement on all
values but, minimally, on a small core of values held by all mem-
bers of the societal unit  For most societies order 1s of primary
mmportance and the maintenance of the society depends upon it
Without this minimal agreement there would bz chaos and a
breakdown of the system Values are an 1ntegrating factor

Very often, as far as the dominant group 1s concerned, the
values of minority groups are dysfunctional They see the immi-
giant or, as 1n the case of the United States, the native population
and the imported group (the blacks) as a threat Blacks and
immigrants cannot be done without but they are still a threat to
the social cohesiveness of the society = Witness the frequent riots
characterizing American society, whether 1t be early black slave
riots, Catholics rioting against Protestants, Irish rioting against
free blacks 1n New York City during the Civil War, or the more
recent Black riots of the 1960°s 2

In times of accelerated social change, people tend to perceive
their world as threateming and dangerous  This 1s especially
significant to the imstitutions of the society entrusted with the task
of socialization and enculturation The dominant values of
American society have been equality and achievement according
to Seymour Martin Lipset, and their ¢ dynamic interaction .
has been a constant element 1n data determining American 1nstitu-
tions and behavior ’® These 1nstitutions attempt to maintain the
status quo 1n order to preserve some semblance of order and
stability

As the process of 1ndustrialization and modernization develop-
ed, the values of achievement and equality were especially useful
American society moved toward a rationally orgamized, bureau-
cratic structure  Following Parsons we may speak of the struc-
tural components of norms, values, collectivities, and roles. The
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aspects of the developmental process are inclusion, value general-
1zation, differentiation, and adaptive upgrading Probably the
most important socializing agency 1s the school Adults, with
some exceptions, are soctalized elsewhere It 1s the school that
prepares the individual for adult roles It 1s the school class that
prepares the individual to be motivated to perform adult roles
and have the technical knowledge and skills necessary to adequ-
ately perform these roles Individuals must be socialized so that
they adequately perform the roles required by the society and be
committed to their peiformance In other words, they must
internalize the behavior expected of them 1n these social roles as
they also lsarn the necessary roles which society requires to
function Here 1t might be useful to mention some pattern
alternatives available such as universalism vs particularism,
achievement vs ascription, and specificity ys diffuseness 4

The minority groups often do not share the commitment to
the values mentioned above Basically members of traditional
societies, they more often than not were oriented toward parti-
culatism and ascription rather than universalism and achievemsant
But American society based upon equality and achievement
required new learnings and adaptations by the munorities 1f they
wish to become part of the society 1n the fullest sense Very
often they chose not to Not having bsen socialized to American
society and its values the immigrants were strangsrs They had
not been basically socialized Following Gerald Rosenblum, the
term “basic socialization” may be introducsd Basic socialization
means the individual has incorporated the ““generalized norms and
values characterizing a society” so they can perform the social
roles adequately both 1n the area of skills and attitudes Inter-
mediate socialization 1s sp2cializzd socialization The individual
learns the special behavior patterns eapacted 1n ‘“differentiated
subsystems,” such as work settings 3 The individual 1s an “‘ex-
pedient member” of the society, not a ‘‘genuine member’” who
has been basically socialized With the immigrants this was the
pattern for most of the adults The second generation became
more ‘‘genuine members’’ of American society Probably, some-
thing similar to this 18 going on 1n regard to other minorities as
they are moving more and more toward something resembling
‘“expedient members” or toward ‘genuine membership’® 1n the
larger society



Eraniciry AND Sociar CoNTROL 121

ALTERNATIVE RESPONSES TO MINORITIES

Although the minority ““problem” has been around since the
very beginnings, the response of the dominant American groups
has not been uniform or consistent In the beginning, the Indians
were to be civilized and made 1nto Christians, but, very soon the
response changed and the Indians were considered by many as a
“nuisance’ and group to be exterminated Others deplored this
approach and continued their efforts to convert the tribes to
Christianity  Some felt exclusion or 1solation was the best policy
(the reservation policy) and some felt that assimilation was a
possibility  The various tribes had other ideas Some fought the
whites untill exhausted , others tried to conform to the white man’s
way such as the Cherokee, and, still others tried 1solation

The immigrants’ situation was different He came of his own
accord and 1n some cases did not intend to stay As soon as he
made his “fortune’’, he would return to his native land In the
meantime, he worked hard as long as work was available and fit
the pattern we have identified as an “‘expedient member” of the
society, trytng all the time to stay clear of flagrantly flouting local
mores and laws But gradually his position changed and he found
himself either unable to return to his homeland or now committed
to staying in the new land

At first America welcomed the immigrants After all was not
America the ‘“asylum” of the world opening 1ts doors to all ¢
And work was usually plentiful, at least menial tasks that the
older groups no longer cared to do Also there was plenty of land
and the immugrants were often a source of profit to the old
American From time to time, the antagonisms between the “new”
groups and the ‘“old” flared up 1n riots and nativist political
parties, viewing the foreigners with suspicion, but, for the most
part, the various gioups were able to accommodate themselves to
each other Thus arose the three basic responses to the minorities
(excluding the Indians and the Blacks) First the policy of assi-
milation or acculturation Under this approach, the minorities
would be made 1nto Anglo-Saxons They and their children would
become Americans If not ‘“‘true” Anglo-Saxons, at least, they
would learn the domipnantideas of the American culture They
vwould be taught the virtues of cleanliness, hard work (as if
they needed this), thnift, order and respect for the American
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Constitution and system of laws Except for some extremists,
most Americans were willing to accept the new minorities on these
terms  All the vehicles of socialization and acculturation would
be used— the schools, the press, and the factory Not only the
children but adults also went to school to learn the American
language and be indoctrinated in the American beliefs and values
The factory would socialize the adult into the pattern of behaviors
appropriate 1n the work settings  The 1rrational patterns of the
peasant past would have to be forgotten Mills and mines did
not defer to feast days and religious holidays If the immigrants
could not read English, there was the immigrant press that could
be manipulated to acculturate the immigrant and help him adapt
to the American scene If this did not work, 1t provided him
with a release, a place to air his woes, a vehicle for catharsis
American advertisers could be used to subsidize the press and
keep editors 1n line  The American immigrant press was also a
vehicle to help the immigrant find out who he was Many were
peasants and had no real sense of identity They were men of a
patticular locale and only 1n America did many discover a wiaer
sense of identity In America, their ethnic identifications were
often born and they became Italians, Russians, Slovaks, etc 7

The second response was the “Melting Pot’” put forth by
many Americans The immigrants would be fused with other
Americans to form a new race They would, in the words of
Israel Zwangwill, become a “‘super race” The “Melting Pot”
1dea was not new Hector St John de Crevecoeur had written of
a new man very early on Even Benjamin Rush had written of
the “melting of the youth of all states into one mass of citizens >’
The melting pot became a popular image but one that many
writers agree failled Some did not want to be melted and they
were not racists but simply believers 1n their own ethnic values
and culture They did not want to be homogenized into a
uniform American type

Those who wished to retain their ethnic 1dentity and, as often
was the case, even forgs 1t brought forth the third i1dea— cultural
pluralism Basic to this position was the belief that various
ethnic groups could retain much of their culture while still remain-
ing an integral part of American society Ethnic groups had
always maintained a certain degree of identity from the earliest
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times 1n colonial America Actually what occurred was a form
of segregated pluralism with various immigrant groups concen-
trated 1n certain geographical areas the Germans in Pennsyl-
vanma, the Dutch 1n New York, the English 1n New England and
Virgimia  This pattern continued late into the nineteenth century
with regional settlements the rule rather than the exception, but
with the coming of the ‘“new’ immigrants in the period of 1880
to 1920 significant changes occurred and immigrants began
settling 1n groups all over the country The result was a
new pattern that could be characterized as integrated pluralism
Various ethnic groups were 1n close and continual contact with
one another

Conflicts were inevitable The dominant group 1n American
society found this threatening Although some did not view 1t
with alarm, many did All the familar charges were brought
forth The new immugrants threatened the racial integrity of the
Anglo-Saxons They were inferior, unclean, criminally mnclined,
and subversive both politically and in the area of religion
Demands for immigrant restrictions were made Literacy tests
were advocated, exclusion by state laws was tried, and laws for
Asiatic exclusion were successfully passed, and finally, the
National Origins Quota Act of 1924 was passed ?

SoME MINORITY GROUPS

Many have assumed that the “White Ethnics” have been
more-or-less assimilated into the dominant culture and have
achieved success commensurate with their individual abilities
The evidence 1s mixed to say the least, The white ethnics refuse
to go away They are still labelled by others as ‘Polacks,”
“Wops,” “Hunkies,”” etc They also often seem to perceive
themselves 1n terms of their ethnic identities The Melting Pot
has been declared a failure countless times but some still adhere
to this notion  Assimilation or ‘‘Anglo-conformity’’ still has 1its
adherents But, increasingly, there has been a growing recogni-
tion of the persistence of ethnic identification well into the third
and fourth generations 10

Whatever the reasons for the recent revival of white ethni-
city, nostalgia, search for roots, opportunism, or a reaction to the
efforts of the blacks. Indians, and Hispanic Americans, there 1s
no doubt that the movement has made considerable headway in
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recent years The white ethnics, however, do not appear to be a
genuine danger to the societal integration and order Mostly
their tactics are those used within the system and considered
appropriate  Even though Michael Novak and other ethnic
leaders have suggested that white ethnic gains have been less than
impressive, there 1s no evidence that the white ethnics are likely to
unite 1n any efforts to upset the status quo  Michael Novak can
present figures showing that Poles, Italians, Slavs and Greeks
are not very well represented on the boards of large corporations
but whether this will make a difference in the composition of
these boards 1s another question The fact remains that the white
ethnics are taking up many of the tactics used so successfully by
Blacks, Chicanos and Indians But, 1t 1s also true that these
tactics were used by many of the ethnic groups much earlier
The Irish were not averse to the use of force and they were
especially adept at the use of political power

The case of the munorities, 1 ¢, the Blacks, Indians and
Hispanic Americans, which has mterested most sociologists duiing
the past two decades, 1s a different one  Furst, they are a highly
visible group unlihe the white ethnic The white ethnic, if he
wishes, can opt out of his group by changing his name and adapt-
g the dommnant group’s bchavior patterns, the visible ethaics
cannot Sccond, the Blacks, Chicanos and Indians are descendants
of either conquered or enslaved people, although this is not really
true for all these peoples Many Blacks were free and the
Chicanos that make up the vast majority of the present American
population are mmmigrants or descendants of immugrants, the bulk
of them entering the United States during the same period as the
so called “new 1mmigrants”

THE VISIBLE MINORITIES

Since 1960 one of the impressive features of American Iife
has been the great concern for the disadvantaged segments of our
society The disadvantaged, too often, have been the Blacks,
Indians, and Ilispanic Ameiicans For them the tension between
the values of equality and achievement 1dentified by S M Lipset
as the dominant values of American life has been acute They are
most often the groups who were more or less passed by in the
quest for equality and achievement
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Whether 1t be Indians, Blacks, Mexican-Americans or Puerto
Ricans their socio-economic circumstances are dreadful They
hive in poverty, have higher infant mortality rates, die sooner,
suffer from more 1llness, live in 1nadequate dwellings, and have
less education  For example, American Indians compared to the
general population, have only two-thirds as much income, are ten
times more likely to be unemployed, have a life expectancy of
seven years less, and an infant mortality rate 50 per cent higher
Mexican-Americans fare not too much better They face discri-
mination have higher unemployment, and may live in abject
poverty The Puerto Ricans’ situation 1s no better Andrew M
Greeley 1n his book, Ethnicity, presents data that shows the posi-
tion of Spanish speaking groups has not changed significantly
They are still at the bottom 12

The plight of the Blacks 1s very well known, and the litera-
ture 1s fast approaching unmanageable hmits Even a cursory
review of the literature indicates that the Blacks are now identified
with the big cities The Blacks have been moving to the cities
In ever increasing numbers since World War 1I and the Whites
have been 1n a rapid flight to the suburbs Whites are estimated
to be moving out of New York City at the rate of 50,000 annually
The figure for Chicago 1s 15,000, and for Cleveland 1t 1s estimat-
ed at 3,000 As the Whites retreat, the Blacks move mn and the
estimate 1s that one-half of all Blacks will soon live outside the
south 13

The familiar problems are all evident— poverty, non-domi-
nant standards of conduct, language differences and verbal prob-
lems, different values, cultural conflicts and low social status,
resulting mn prejudice, poor motivation, and nadequate self
mmages Unemployment 1s much higher for Blacks than whites,
reaching dangerously high levels for young Black males Fre-
quently the mother 1s the dominant figure and the chief support
for the famuly Living conditions in the ghetto are abominable
for many Noise and violence are continuing problems

The Black famuly of ghetto areas produces more than 1its share
of delinquency, 1lliteracy, 1llegitimacy, etc. Most Black families
parallel the notional pattern of good behavior and self-improvement,
but the pathological end of the Black family spectrum 1s in despetate
need of help There are a variety of conditions responsible bat
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too often 1t 1s the absence of a father in the home and the circum-
stance of a deserted wife living with several children in a ghetto
flat Economic conditions, more often than not, play a funda-
mental part The father i1s often unemloyed, and his absence
from the home may be to allow the family to rezeive relief As
soon as a man appears 1n the home, welfare payments come to an
end However one may feel about the problem, there 1s no deny-
ing 1t 1s a severe pne  Conflict, delinquency, social disintegration
are all part of the situation 14

If achievement and equality are American 1ideals, the school
and education are often considered the keys to realize them What
1s the situation in regard to education and the minorities ? The
most comprehensive recent study 1s that referred to as the
“Coleman Report”” This study entitled Equality of Educational
Opportunity dealt with six racial and ethnic groups  Blacks,
American Indians, Oriental Americans, Puerto Ricans, Mexican-
Americans, and whites other than Mexican-Americans and Puerto
Ricans The Coleman report findings are that most American
children attend segregated schools and that Black children are the
most segregated of the minorities Their schools are often inferior
1n respect to some facilities related to possible academic success
Their homes are less likely to have books and encyclopedias
The report summarizes as follows

Clear differences are found on these items The average
Negro family has fewer children whose mothers graduated
from highschool his classmates more frequently are members
of large rather than small families, they are less often enrolled
1n college preparatory curricula  they have taken a smaller
number of courses 1n English, mathematics, foreign languages,
and sciences 15

The situatton varies according to regions but this 1s the basic picture
The Black achievement 1n school 1s below that of white children
based on average scores from the first grade throughout high
school

The Mexican-American children are similar to the Blacks.
They fare poorly when compared to the white group In the first
grade the Mexican-Americans are already behind the Indians and
the white groups and far behind the Blacks in verhal achigvement
By the fourth grade the children’s median grade point on reading
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tests were 1 5 grade points below the norm Ortego presents
figures as to Mexican-American’s educational status that can only
be called shocking He points out that in Texas thirty-nine
per cent of the Mexican-Americans have less than a fifth grade
education, and, that Mexican Americans twenty-five years or
older have as little as 4 8 years of schooling His conclusion 1s
that almost half of the Mexican Americans 1n Texas are functional
illiterates 18
CONCLUDING REMARKS

The discrepancies, then, between American 1deals and
practice result 1n tension reflected 1n the social order as more and
more 1ndividuals become conscious of the frustrations inherent in
their positions Ethnicity has become a vehicle to use in pushing
group demands The Blacks, the Chicanos, and Indians have
taken to using violence, politics and the courts to achieve their
goals 17 The Black strategy 1s instructive First, they used the
courts to push their demands for civil rights, then they moved to
violence to achieve civil rights and substantive social and economic
rights, at the same time using the 1deology of cultural pluralism
to push their demands for cultural separatism Black became
beautiful, white seemed to become ugly Blacks denigrated much
of their white culture Conflicts were escalated to dangerous
levels and then gradually muted In the meantime, Blacks
demanded special consideration for years of maltreatment The
values of universalism and achievement were repudiated 1n favor
of particularism and ascription  Blacks were entitled to special
treatment— 1n university admissions, 1n hiring for jobs usually
based on merit, and 1n other areas® The question becomes
Can cultural pluralism conceived as a form of cultural relativism
and ethical relativism be defended 1n a society holding other
values? Does not this position actually jeopardizs the stability
of the society or 1s 1t possible to realize stability while allowing
for considerable change in the society’s norms and values 7*° Only
time will tell
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Ethnicity and Education . Some Sociological
Considerations If

A L FANTA*

In the companion article to this piece® ethnicity and education
was discussed i five contexts The discussion opened with an
analysis of ethnicity 1n the context of popular culture, moved to a
section devoted to ethnicity and media and then to a discussion of
the new ethnic movement (resurgance) in American culture The
fourth section developed a series of insights concerming ethunicity
and social margmality and the symbolic nature of social reality
represented by ethnicity in American Iife  Lastly, i the closing
section of the article ethnicity was developed 1 an economic con-
text The notion of a developmental economic structure and its
relationship to an evolutionary social structure was examuned,
Ultimately, the essay concluded with a suggestion that “the impor-
tance for the contemporary ethnic revival lies in whether or not
such concerns can be linked to the contimuty of the family 1n the
modern era 4

In this companion piece, which the reader may wish to con-
sider as an extension of the earlier remarks outhmned above,

*A L Fanta 1s a writer, critic and teacher He currently teaches at the
University of Delaware
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ethniaty 1s discussed from four additional perspectives  Initially
the notion of resentment, as a socio cultural phenomenon 15 deve-
loped and discussed Often vague and 1ll defined, neveriheless,
resentment forms a substantial part of modern ethnic social hife
In addition, the article points out that resentment can be seen to
have structural and legal aspects which ultimately underpin our
larger sense of social policy in American culture The next theme
which 1s developed 1s the notion of /loss as a social theme upon
which much of our social reality 1s constructed In this section 1t
1s suggested that the notion of loss 1s a deep underlying socio-cul-
tural theme which both pushes and guides the development of
American social poliy Loss of 1identity, loss of dignity, loss of
neighborhood, loss of cultural ritual and a highly ambigious fear
of a loss of social status are all viewed 1n a holistic manner and
are related to the notion of ethnicity  In this context the ethnic

resurgance in America 1s seen as a contemporary attempt to stem
the feeling of loss

The third section of the article deals with the search for roots
m American culture Using materials stimulated and suggested by
, Alex Haley m his work Roots, this section seeks to analysize what
(the bopularity of ancestor research means and offers a suggestion
as to 1ts social sigmficance Here 1t 15 suggested that knowledge of
family history, while not necessarily psychologically neutral for
the individual does not contain much sociological or cultural
umport beyond popular culture Rather it 1s argued that the
mmportance of roots lies 1n the fact that it provides a rationale for
apeople The customs, traditions and the mores are only known
and transmitted by history

The conclusion of the article 1s a brief afterword dealing with
the Southera ethmic metaphor in American culture Southern
traditions, customs and history are highlhighted and the 1dea of a
defeated culture serving as. the self appointed guardrans of the
conservative American tradition 15 developed and extended, laying
a foundation for remarks about the potential President Carter, as
a Southerner, brings to the office of the President In this context,
1t1s suggested that for the Southerner, government 1s a reflection of
our culture and not merely the extension of sacred orgamzational
principles  Such a change 1t1s suggested would truly be.a lasting
and much needed contribution to the American mosaic . ,u
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RESENTMENT IN AMERICAN CULTURE  SOME SELECTED
OBSERVATIONS

Resentment according to Scheler 1s ““the repeated experiencing
and reliving of a particular emotional response reaction agamnst
someone else *® As one examines this term and the feelings it
generates one can see that 1s mitigates against both responsive
action and creative expression 1n cultural setting It may be best
described as ““rancor” or a suppressed wrath, mnvolving feelings,
but only feelings, of revenge, hatred, malice, envy, impulse to
detract, spitefullness, vindictivness, and vengefulness 4 In exami-
ning the term resentment as it relates to ethnicity in American
culture the discussion touches first upon the changed nature of
of the American political process

To a significant extent an aspect of resentment 1n general and
ethnic resentment in particular 1s caused by the erosion in the
modern political process m American ife  Basically, the estab-
lished ways and manners and customs of doing things are per-
ceived as not working anymore Indeed, Franz Fanon in his book
Black Skin, White Masks, captures the feeling when he observes
that

“Things are indeed going to hell .

The government and the civil service are at the
mercy of the Jews

Our women are at the mercy of the Negroes.”s

In American culture for example, the fact that professionals
mproperly diagnose a wide range of symptoms (human needs) 1
an ever larger cluster of professions, that malpractice suits flourish
and evolve,® that there 1s a loss of craftsmanship in the universe of
products, goods and services American culture 1s famous for pro-
ducing and manufacturing, and the fact of mncreasing bureaucrati-
zation of hitherto unaffected areas of social Iife all contribute to a
shared feeling of passivity, resignation, ennui and resentment 7

Though these feelings and reactions are unequal, due largely
to the imbalances 1n political power and are highly varied between
different groups, nevertheless American ethnic communities feel
this dislocation or alteration 1n both the political and social land-
scape Indeed, Martin Plax 1n an [article entitled, “Toward a

i Redefimtion of Ethnic Politrcs® states that it 1s possible for ene to
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develop a typology of ethnic political attitudes that may be

present 1n any or all ethnic groups about any set of political deci-
sions As he says

“This typology of alternative ethnic political preferences is
developed from two dimensions 1-the believed impact of
political 1ssues on a person’s or group’s uniqueness 1n ethnic

terms, and 2-the belief in the appropriateness of this
1mpact >’?

For Plax the development of the typology suggests that ethnic
political behavior 1s a kind of adaptive behavior The mdividuals
and the group adapt to changes 1n the political universe

More importantly however, in terms of our analysis of resent-
ment the typelogy points to a manner 1n which ethnic politics can
be examined from the perspective of the subjective status of ethnic
wdentity  Thus, both the direction of change and the desirability of
change can be the subjects of inquiry A way 1s open for studying
both the people who want change and those who oppose 1t within
the ethnic group When compared to theearlier correlational techni-
ques that have been used 1n ethnic studies noting the country of
orign and constructing a systematic differentiation of reality
according to characteristics associated with the land of nativity
the promise of substantiating the political construction of ethnic
reality 1s increased

However, there are clear occasions where, 1n terms of stru-
cture, the political process does 1gnore the interests of particular
ethnic groups. How and why certain groups are ignored,
placated, massaged and manipulated becomes a political question
of significant magmtude 2 In this sense perhaps the question of
erosion 1n the modern political process 1s misplaced because the
demands placed on the modern state by contentious and competing
groups are perhaps demands that by their very nature cannot be
satisfied by contemporary politics¥* In avery real sense these
demands themselves have been caused by modern society For
example, increasing the number of laws escalates the crime statis-
tics Our legal system removes a sense of justice from the fabric
of our hives, and our educational research enterprise generates
educational and learming problems In addition, Ivan Illich for
one also believes that doctors cause disease 2 Thus the modern
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paradox lies 1 that what i1s one individual’s own compelling

mterest, profession, or Job may be the bane of another individual’s
existence and a cause of resentment

It should be noted that these, as well as a host of other
demands, which are placed upon our contemporary political
institutions are not necessarily the same thing in either quality or kind
as basic human needs  Certainly even a casual famihiarity with
popular culture, the world of advertising and the medwm of
television can attest to the fact of the social construction of human
needs 13 Certamnly to argue that one 1s talking about human
“wants” and not ‘‘Needs” begs the question All needs are
socially defined and even biological needs are culturally influenced.
No one knows this or does this better than American advertisers.
However, not even the pursuit of safety and security wrought by
the consumer movement or the new ‘feelin’ good” type of modern
advertissments which appeal to our sense of plastic individualism,

are a balm for the real social pam of these unmet basic human
needs

In this context Jacques Ellul im his work Propaganda,'4
pursues the same theme though at a sociological as opposed to a
cultural level Ellul notes that the modern state contains a socral
process of propaganda which creates artificial needs  Just as the
process of propaganda creates political problems that would never
arise by themselves, so, argues Ellul, do these superficial tendencies
end up by becoming 1dentified with our deepest needs They become
confused with what 1s most personal and meaningful within us 33
The double bind of modermity, the ingenuineness of the social
constructed environment becomes a paradox for the individual 1¢
As Ellul states .

“And just as propaganda acts to create new needs, it
also creates the demand for their solutions These tensions
are purposely provoked by the propagandist, who holds out
their remedy at the same time  He 1s master of both excita-
tion and satisfaction One may even say thatif he has
provoked a particular tension, it was i order to lead the
mdividual to accept a particular remedy, to demand some
suitable action (suitable from the propagandist’s viewpoint),
and to submit to a system that will alleviate that tension
He thus places the individual mn a universe of artificrally
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created political needs, needs that are artificral even if thewr
roots were once completely genuine ** (emp supp )

In a sense that what transpires as a result of the propaganda
process 1n soclety, 18 that the sacrifices demanded by political life
keep increasing and affect evervbody The energy crusis, netrance
requirements 1n educational nstitutions and the all too familiar
presence of “federal regulations” in our lives are buta few
examples It should be noted that rather than resolve these and
other 1ssues which increase the saciifices made by the modern
person, the modern state creates an illusion rule by public
opinion

Polls plus television equals public opinion m modern society
Indeed, even the doubtful must admit a new reality has been
constructed by this social process Media networks through their
programming (an admuxture of news, public affairs and commer-
cial ventures) create public opinion 18 The government in such a
state will be regarded as a popular one if its actions can be seen
as a product of this public opinion  The free political expression
of this preformed mass opinion 1s called democracy One should
note however, that once opinion can be organized (packaged) and
measured (predictable in both immediate intensity and longitudinal
effectiveness) 1t can be controlled ®

As a result of the potential for the control of public opinion
(the horrors of Watergate and containment once again) soon the
distinctions between the social reality of opinions and social action
merge and become confused For example, the failure of school-
ing can be seen as an act of will a more or less well developed
world view, which 1s then programmatically remnforced In addi-
tion, many readers wouald not be uncomfortable with the notion
that most contemporary social problems are not caused by
“individuals”, but are the result generated by the structural arrange-
ments 1 modern soclety

To return to our central theme however, i1t goes without saying
that 1t becomes a simple matter to translate this opinion 1nto socal
action Programs, for the benefit of either the masses of the elites
or to construct a rationale, develop a code for the systematic
exclusion of certain specific cultural groups In any context it
must be noted that the operation of the programmatic exercise
becomes the function of managerial technique and increasingty

calls upon the arcane knowledge or experts
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At this juncture one should mention the rather obvious gap
between programmatic solutions to politically generated problems
and basic human needs 2° The former 1s abstract, artificial, and a
function of bureaucraticized modern society, while the latter 1s
concrete, real and a function of human culture 2 As Ellul says

“Modern man deeply craves friendship confidence, close
personal relaltionships  But he 1s plunged into a world
of competition, hostility, and anonymity He needs to meet
some-one whom he can trust completely, for whom he can
feel pure friendship, and to whom he can mean something 1n
return >*2?

Thus rule by public opinion means nothing other than the
further rationalization of social life 2 Since people crave friend-
ship, trust, loyalty, these entities must become suspicious in a
world which programs for fairness and objectivity Fairness,
objectivity and more to the point the popular notion of equality
are all modern concepts They are programmatic, legalistic,
measurable and enforceable However, no matter how popular
singles clubs become, friendship, trust and loyalty do not appear
to be amenable to packaging # They are transcendent notions
which can be compared historically  As such they are qualitative
and organic

Thus while rule by public opinion may seduce the politically
innocent, 1t turns out upon danaylsis to be an illusion because
social action 1s at all times the foreruncer of opinion mn the modern
society Social action forms the opinions 25 Youth, old people,
women’s activists, minortties and ethnics are all engaged 1n social
action ..mmediately focusing upon specific 1ssues, but in a larger
sense seeking to change and direct the opinions of those 1n society
Depending on a number of highly varied circumstances which are
not germane to the essay, social action in the modern society 18
ultimately reduced to legalisms One of two alternatives prevails
Legal sanctions can be invoked or legislation can be produced as
a result of the actions taken 26 In either case the questions Ellul
raised previously about our basic needs are either ignored or else
becomes a legal 1ssue

The reduction of all social action to legalism of one from or
another forms a very important part of resentment in the modern
era 2’ This1s true 1 a procedural sense, what the courts in fact
do, how they function, and in a substantive sense, what they
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command shall be done However, before an analysis of resent-
ment 1n the context of these two social processes 1s developed let
us briefly note the jurisprudential implications of the legalization
of American society

In American culture there are two broad views of the law and
the legal process. There 1s a positivist view of adjudication and a
utilitarian view of the law The first argues that the law of a given
community 1s to be identified with a speuific set of rules The judge
applies these legal rules from previous cases or from statutes to the
facts before him  Writing about legal positivism, Marshall Cohen
observes that

“These rules of law determine which behavior will be punished
and coerced by public power, they must be distingwished

from other social rules, especially from moral rules, which
are not enforced by public power In modern democratic
societies the mark of legality will normally be that the rule
was enacted by some competent 1nstitution <8

The shortcoming of this positivist view of the law 1s that there
1s obviously somethmg more to the law than the presence or
absence of a rule Are there not Principles deeply embedded in
our culture which underpin and guide the development of the law?
Are there not cases heard which are unique and do not fit a speci-
fic rule, where judges have to search for principles upon which to
base their decision ? The classic example which comes to mind 1s
the case of the young man who murders his parents Legally, by
the rules, he 1s entitled to inherit their estate, but courts at the
beginning invoked the primciple of unjust enrichment, 1n this case
by the commission of a crime, to prevent such inheritance from
transpiring Here a legal rule was overruled mm favor of a larger
principle of justice

On the other hand, the utilitarian view 1s a view of what the
law oughtto be Its philosophy seeks to devise mew rules that
will serve the general welfare of society The notion of the “grea-
test good’* for the “‘greatest number” guides the judicial outlook
of social utthty The basic postulate 1s that legal institutions
should exclusively serve the general welfare of society The criti
cism of this view lies 1n the fact that in seeking to achieve the
“greatest good”, mndividual moral nights can be trampled Thus
where legal positivism provided an 1nadequate theoty of legal



ETHNICITY AND EDUCATION 137

rights, so utiitariamism provides an 1nadequate theory of moral
rights

In this context Ronald Dworkin urges a distinction of some
importance when he says that the public does not have a general
right to have the law enforced ? For to concede sucha right in his
eyes would undermine the claim that we as people possess moral
rights against the government In other words, 1f the laws are
enforced we become defined as to who we are (our identities) by
the totality of rules generated by our modern rule making mnstitu-
tions Nothing else other than the evolution of this rationalized
process or rule making would exist for the modern ndividual
Here 1t should be noted that for some ethnic groups, the Jews '
particular, the moral nature of people and the law were combined
10 produce a sense of community The result produced both a
historically transcendent people and the evolution of a mo al
position 1n the world

According to Dworkin however, our fundamental moral right
1s the right to be treated as an equal It 1s this right that the Equal
Protection clause of the Constitution protects However, the rght
to be treated asan equal and the rightto equal treatment are
different notions which are often confused 1n our culture Itis
precisely to this ccntroversy, this confusion i education and 1ts
relation<hip to resentment that the essay now turns

RESENTMENT *© THE MINORITY ADMINSION PROGRAMS

A number of significant court cases have been filed seeking to
clarify or take 1ssue with the policies developed by educational
mstitutions related to the problem of mcreasing mnority parti-
cipation in educational and professional programs A review of
some to these decisions will measure both the nature of the current
controversies 1n affirmative action and will generate thoughts on
what there decisions mean for us in the educational community
and theyr relationship to resentment 1n contemporary society

A BRIBF HISTORICAL REVIEW
Since the late 1960’s, colleges and umversities and more parti-
cularly their professional schools have made a concerted effort to
identfy munomnty students and to admit those students into their
educational programs Indeed, Anthony Lewism a recent article
entitled, “A White Enclave ’,3° raises several 1nteresting points
concerning the special admissions programs 1n our nation’s profe-
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ssional schools Lewis cites the example of the Law School of the
University of California where 60 nunority studeats accepted under
a special admissions program join a total incoming student class of
290 “Every one of the 60 would have been admitted without any
speciil consideration fifteen years ago But today, only one or two
would make 1t without the special program *’® The reason for
those astonishing figures, Lewis continues, *is the pressure that
has bult up for admission to professional schools *’2? In 1960, for
example, the Berkeley Law School had just 708 applicants Any-
one with a B average in college could get in Now, as Lew:s notes,
“There are about 3,500 applicants a vear and the average scores
of those admitted has gone up *’33

In 1976 the 160 approved law schools in the United States had
8,703 minomnty students The Deans were asked how many mino-
rity students they would have if they were not allowed to use race
as a special criterion 1n their admissions procedures Lewss states,
“About half of the Deans responded, and they said the figure
would be only one or two per school the same drop forecast in
California '3 Thus, the issue of <special admission programs
appears to be linked with the substantial presence of minonty
students i1 many of our educational programs

However, according to a report entuled ““Minorities 1n Medi-
cine From Receptive Passivity to Positive Action 1966~1976
authored by Dr Charles Odegaard former president of the Uni-
versity of Washington at Seattle

“A five fold increase in the enrollment of medical students
from mmority groups in the United States over the last decade
has not produced enrollments matching the percentage of
these minority groups 1n the present population 3%

and an article entitled “Medical Schools Urged to Intensify
Recruitment of Miornty Students” notes that

“In 1970 the Association of American Medical Colleges in
Washington said that 1t, was setting a goal of 12 percent
munority student enrollment by the 1975-76 academic year >3

The study also found that 85 percent of the minority students
graduated from medical school and that surprisingly the majority

hal selected careers in internal medicine, pediatrics, or family
medicine
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Nationally, the matter ot special admission programs for
mmority students came to the attention of members of the educa-
tiopal community 1n the case of DeFums v Odegaard, m 1974 %
Though the United States Supreme Court ¢Side-stepped’ the
merits of the 1ssue because Mario DeFunis had been admitted to
law school and had graduated just before the court heard the
case, the disent by Mr Justice Douglas is instructive In urging
the court to consider the case on 1ts merits, Douglas strongly
suggested that the court would eventually have to face the question
of special preference given to members of minority groups Indeed,
language of the dissent has proven prophetic

Recently the California Supreme Court yn the case of Bakke
v Regents of the Unwersity of California®® addressed the question
of special admission directly  As stated 1a the majority opmion
written by Justice Mosk the case raised the question of “‘whether
a special admission program which benefits disadvantaged
munority students who apply for admission to the medical school
of the University of California at Davis offends the constitutional
rights of better qualified applicants denied admission because they
are not 1dentified with a minority >*%°

THE ADMISSION PROCESS IN THE BAKKE CASE

The details regard:ng the separate admission standard are
immportant because they ultimately bear upon the question of

whether the educational mnstitution has demonstrated that the
special admission program 1S necessary to serve a compelling
governmental 1nterest and whether the objectives of the program
cannot reasonably be achieved by alternative means

The general admission requirements for the Medical school
for the Umversity of California at Davis for all prospective
students include the Medical College Admission Test (MCAT)
revealing competencies 1n verbal, quantitative, general information
and scientific categories, the candidate’s extracurricular and
community activities, as well as history of work experience, per-
sonal comments of the applicant, and two letters of recommenda-
tion

In 1973, application form inquired whether the applicant
desired to be considered by a special committe which passed upon
the applications of persons from economically and educationally
disadvantaged backgrounds The following year, a revised form
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was adopted and nstead of the question relating to disadvantage,
the applicant was asked whether she or he ‘““describes * herself or
himself as “white/caucasian’ or as a member of some 1dentifiable
racial or ethnic group and whether she or he wished to be
considered an applicant from a minority group Between 1971
and 1974 both white and munority applicanus applied for the special
program

The selection of students for admission was conducted by
two separate commuittees The regular admission committee con-
sisted of a volunteer group divided equally between faculty and
students and selected by the Dean of the Medical school The
special admission commuittee, which evaluated the apphications of
disadvantaged applicants only, consisted of students who were
all members of minority groups and faculty of the Medical school
who were predominantly, but not entirely, members of minorities
Applications from those not classified as disadvaataged (including
applications from mmorities who did not quality as disadvantaged)
were screened through the regular admission process The evalu-
ation of the two groups was made indepentdenty, so that applicants
considered by the special commuttee were rated only against one
another and not against those considered 1n the regular admission
process Al students admitted under the special program since its
mception in 1969 have been members of minority groups

The major purposes of the special admissions program were
to promote diversity among the student body and the profession
and to 1nciease the number of doctors practicing in the minority
community As one school official said .

“The special admission program was designed to afford pre-

ferential treatment to persons who are from disadvantaged

backgrounds that test scores and grades of minority appli-
cants do not necessarily reflect their capabilities because their
low scores might be attributable to the fact that they were re-
quired to work during the school year or that they lacked the
reinforcement and support which white middle-class students

typically derive from therr families, and without such a

program, few mumorities would qualify for admission to the

Unutversity %40

In the end however, the question, stripped of policy state-
ments, or rationalizations was the use of race as a category upou
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which educational admissions policy was based As the Court
said,

It 1s plain that the special admission program denmies admi-
ssion to some white applicants solely because of their race '4*

THe OPINION OF THE CALIFORNIA SUPREME COURT

Historically classification by race 1s subject to strict scrutiny
by the courts and unless the classification serves a compelling
governmental interest which cannot be served by other means
the classification based on race will be voided This was the test
announced Bakke case and the court found the school’s argument
to the contrary unconvincing The Court said

“The two major aims of the University are to integrate the
student body and to improve medical care for minorities In
our view, the University has not established that a program
which discriminates against white applicants because of their
race 1s necessary to achieve either of these goals >42

Further on the court said

“In short, the standards for admission employed by the Uni-

versity are not constitutionally imnfirm except to the extent

they are utilized 1 a racially discriminatory manner

Disadvantaged applicants of all races must be eligible for sym-

pathetic consideration and no applicant may be rejected

because of his race °? 43 (emp supp )

The court did not accept the University’s argument drawing
an analogy between its special admission program and decisions
which have upheld the right of mmorities to preference i employ-
ment under Title VII of the 1964 Civil Rights Act The court
noted that 1n all of these cases the courts have found the defendant-
employer had practiced discrimination 1in the past and that the
preferential treatment of mumorities was necessary to giant them
the opportumty for equaliry ~ Unless a finding of practiced discri-
mination (something the schools would not want to officially
admit) 1s made, this argument does not apply

Thus the court held 1n Bakke that the use of grades and the

MCAT 1n evaluating prospective students was not discrimmation
mn fact agamnst minorities 44

The opinion of the California Supreme Court noted with
some detail the hisorical arguments passionately detailing the
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exploitation and discrimination by the prevailing majority popu-
lation Impressive though the history and statistics were, and
sensitive to the argument that a self-perpetuting group” would
remain at the bottom levels of American society, the court never-
theless found forceful reasons against preferential admissions
based solely on race Such a program while benefiting an mndivi-
dual was seen as devisve 1n terms of relations between the races 45
Race as a category upon which to base social policy was seen by
the court as counterproductive  As the court said™

« Rewards and penalties, achievements and failures, are
likely to be considered 1n a racial context through the school
years and beyond **4¢

Several other significant items 1n the descision should be
reviewed Once the court found that Bakke had proved that the
school had discriminated aganst him 1t still had to decide what
relief he was entitled to receive The University urged that just
because Bakke proved he was discriminatd aganst because of
his race does not entitle him to admission to the school and that
furthermore, Bakk must prove he would have been admutted had
there been no speuial admissions program Bakke argued that
burden of proof shifted to the Umiversity and that they had to
prove he would not have been accepted or else admut lum to the
school

In agreeing with Bakke the court held when Bakke established
that the University had discriminated agaimnst him because of his
race, the burden of proof shifted to Umiversity ~Accordingly the
case was returned to the trial court with mstructions to hold a
hearing on this matter and the court 1nstructed the University to
go forward with proof to the effect that Bakke would not have
been admitted to school. In reaching its conclusion the court
observed that

“No reason appears why the victim rather than the perpet-
rator of the 1llegal act should bear the burden of proof 47

In a shightly different context one might well ask who has the
burden of proof in establishing mmority status Is that the
plaintiff’s burden, or does the decision reside with the school
aunthorities ? Recently the Colorado Supreme Court took a case
under advisement directly on this pomt. It 1s considering an appeal
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from a student of Italian-American extraction who claims that he
was 1llegally excluded from the Umiversity of Colorado’s special
admission program for law students The case1s quickly distin-
guwishable from Bakke because here no claim 1s made that the
student was denied regular admission because of the existence of
a special admission program for minorities
Instead, the case directly raises the question, whether an edu-
cationally and culturally “disadvantaged” white student hasa
constitutional right to be considered for admission under the
special’s special admission program  While no claim 1s made that
the law school admission program 18 unconstitutional, i1t directly
raises the question of the constituency for such programs The suit
does however, charge that the program was administered uanlaw-
fully because 1t failed to mclude the plantiff, Mr DilLeo among
students from certain “identifiable groups” In hus suit agamst the
University he claims that his exclusion was based on racial grounds
and thus violates his constitutional rights
In an article entitled “Italian American ‘Applauds’ Intent of
Umiversity’s Special Admissions”, Robert L Jacobson says that
““The object of Mr DiLeo’s suit 1s the Colorado law school’s
special academic assistance program Established 1n 1968, 1t
18 described by the schoo' as ‘a program designed to identify
prospective law students who appear to have the itellectual
ability to graduate from this law school but would not other-
wise be elgible for admission under normal standards and
who are members of 1dentifiable groups which have not had
adequate educational and cultural opportunities available to
them and which are seriously underrepresented in the legal
profession °,*48
For DiLeo the 1ssue 1s clear, the special admission program i1s
unfair in that as established by the Universty, 1t excludes students
who fit the category of need for spzcial treatment in admissions
except for race 1, As the brief says
¢ because 1t creates 1n effect anirrebuttable presumption that
if you are 2 member of one of three select minority groups,
you'are presumed to be handicapped, whereas if you are
1t a member of these select groups you are presumed to be
socially supertor and not in need of the same special acade-
nIC assistanceA? ,
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In the DiLeo case there 1s a related dispute concerning the law
school’s criterion that students admitted under 1ts special admus-
stions program be members of groups that are “seriously under-
represented in the legal profession” According to the article,
attorneys for the Uniwversity plan to take the position that Mr
DiLeo’s ethnic group, the Italian Americans, are not such a
underrepresented group The attorney for Mr DiLeo expressed
that he would not feel confident with having to prove on Mr
DiLeo’s behalf that they are In this context Mr Dileo says that
the law school originally listed his application for the special pro-
gram under the ¢ mistaken assumption’’ that his surname was
Spanish To Mr DiLeo this incident shows 1n “the most embara-
ssing way>’ how unfair and poorly the special admissions program
1s administered 5

What 1s significant for our purposes about these two cases 18
not the teasing glance they afford of the modern educational mana-
gement techniques 1n admissions (an issue for some to be sure)
but rather that special treatment for a select few, officially san-
ctioned by the school engenders a resentment among all others not
so considered

Before proceeding further with our remarks concerning the
notion of resentment in American culture a few concluding rem-
arks about a different aspect of resentment in education should be
made, this time from the focus of minorities Here our focus 1s not
upon the process of selection, but rather on the schooling process
itself , As David Williams has observed the

“Feelings of resentment therefore involve distinct power rela-

tionships, 1 which subordinate groups or classes may hope

for the weakening of the values of the powerful who direct
their values against the weak Those who are consistently on
the recerving end of moral judgments and powerfully value-

laden decisions consistently experience a ‘re-feeling’ of a

specific clash with someone else’s value qualities, in which

process of ‘re-feeling' the reactionary emotion usually increa-

ses with tume 50

The realization that this process of resentmentis a culturally
conditioned one, that knowledge 1n our society, 1s based on control
rather than on essence or spirituality 1s of little comfort to those
who are persistently controlled by others Nowhere in American



ETHNICITY AND EDUCATION 145

culture 1s this control by others perhaps more obvious than m
our school systems

The research of John Ogbu 1s directly relevant on this pomt 5
Ogbu raises the question, why do mmority children Iiving 1n cities
fail 1in school ? In his research he systemauclly documents how, m
the area studied, the children are encouraged to fail and taught
that effort does not bring to them the same rewards that 1t brings
to middle class children

He takes specific 1ssue with the three classic reasons, the
conventional wisdom, for why children fail in school, cultural
deprivation 1nferioritv of schools and genetic inferiority of ethmic
groups especially blacks Instead Ogbu pomts to two historical
explanations, urbanization and subordination As he says

“In school blacks responded by reducing thewr efforts in
school tasks to the level of rewards they expected as future
adults This mode of adaptation results in a high proportion
of school failure For blacks the school failure adaptation
reduces the pain of working as hard or harder than do whites
for fewer rewards * 9

Clearly then the subordination of the students, both as individuals
and as members of a group 1s one aspect of the resentment process
n schooling but there also exists a larger social process which. 15
established As Ogbu notes

“The schools administrators, counselors, teachers, pupils,

and so on are merely playing the roles that the community

(dominated by the 1deas and policies of the dominant group)

assigns them *°%

Thus resentment and the process of adaptation in this example
1s a product of our school systems As with the effects of propa-
ganda upon our basic needs, this process also confuses the indi-
vidual and obscures the relationship of those resentful feelings
with their true locus in the social structure Too often the locus
of the resentment lies in the fabric of the soual process itself and
the exhortation to social action only contributes to the resentment
For example, the findings produced by Ogbu’s research suggest
that the souial action 1n education would lead to something similar
to affirmative action programs, special admissions or would even-
tuate in the establishment of educational quotas for mmornties—
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themselves, as has been suggested, processes perpetuating, perhaps
even increasing, resentment

At this juncture 1t should be noted that there are a myriad of
other aspects of education and the schooling process which generate
resentment Resentment spawned the term paper companies that
supply student academic needs in the form of written papers and
project assignments I'or the educational professionals the ¢‘publish
or perish’” paradigm creates resentment and suspicion among
faculty colleagues  In addition, and more importantly there 1s
also an aspect of resentment which actually underpins the curri-
culum of the educational mstitutions and upon which courses are
offered or excluded 4

Sheila K Johnson in writing about the difficulties encountered
1n establishing a course called “The Culture and History of the
Jewish People’ portrays the structural resentment in the contem-
porary callegate setting Here the focus is ethnic-ethnic resent-
ment and the political dimensions are narrowed and specific In

turning down the offer of the caorse the ethmic studies department
said

[

That a course 1n Jewish studies was not needed because
several members of the department already dealt with the

Jewish exploitation of Third World minorities in their
courses >’35

and in addition the position of the department was that since the
Jewish people were not an oppressed minority 1n the United States
that they should not be the subject of a formal course of 1nstru-
ction The dean of mstruction even interpreted the requirement
of Ethmc Studies to relate wholly to Third World People (z e

Afro Americans, Asian Americans, Indians and Latin-Mexican
Americans) As Johnson says

‘Those who want to restrict ethnic studies to “Third World
People’ generally cite Executive Order 11246 which mandated
affirmative action n the federal government in hiring 6n

behalf of black, American Indian, Spanish-surnamed, and
Oriental Americans * 5

Thus 1 pomting out the relationshyp between larger aspects
of social policy, 1n this case affirmative action and how it effects
what 1s studied 1n school, Johnson raises questions which go to
the heart of our understanding and recognition of ethnic groups
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In this vem the research of Lavender and Forsyth 1s revealing.
The authors systematically examined the study of mmority groups
m American culture  They methodically searched all the leading
sociological journals and found indications that the sociological
exammation of ethnic and minority groups have dealt overwhel-
mingly with the exammation of black Americans to the exclusion
of other ethnic groups  In noting the effects of this finding the
authors observe that

“In view of the small number of articles concerned with these
ethnic groups, 1t1s no wonder that so little 1s known about
ethnic-ethnic, ethnic-black and ethnic-dominant society
relations ’ 37

Resentment then can act as a filter m school It can screen in
or out knowledge, students, information about ethnic groups and
1t can also construct ethnic realities (courses) in the school The
school and its social and intellectual policies, its social reality
constructs, and the control over the voices of the professions who
examune ethnic phenomena become crucial 1n understanding
American ethnic hife  Crucial to this understanding of school
relationships 1s an understanding of resentment i1n American
culture For as Willhams so correctly advises

“To take resentment out of education, we must concomitantly
seek to remove it from every surface in our social lives **58

RESENTMENT IN AMERICAN CULTURE

In a very real sense the Bakke and DiLeo cases, the observa-
tions of Ogbu, Willilams and Johnson can all be seen as part of
contemporary American culture They are not separate distinct
happenings, but rather form a part of a larger cultural whole
Our culture has always subscribed to the illusion that we are a
classless society , one based upon individual merit, initiative and
talent Asa culture we have never thought 1n terms of classes
and for that matter until only recently have we thought 1n terms of
cultural groups  The real reason the special privileges and exclu-
stve nature of admission programs for mmorities causes resentment
1s not because a “‘special class” 1s being established but rather
because such piograms puncture the i1llusions of classlessness, and
our cherished mvth of individualism For those without group
affiliation, or with weak group ties, a feeling of political impoteney
can be seen to underpm this feeling of resentment
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Moreover, considering the increasing importance of creden-
tials for job placement 1n a static economy one can fairly expect
then, both a growth in individual resentment, and a similar
expansion 1n educational legalisms  Endless arguments over tests,
the meanmng of their scores, admission programs, curricular
matters, and controversies over the relationship of a course of
study to the practice of a profession are likely to transpire  This
expansion of educational legalisms will create a kind of intellectual
displacement, a dislocation within individuals The original cause
of resentment will be displaced with a resentment induced by the
growing cluster of regulations, rules, and laws attached to the
schooling process The specific event and 1ts meaning will have
been consumed by the social process , a social process increasingly
resented by those who share or seek to share 1n the social ritual of
education as well as those who manage the schools

Returning to our earlier question regarding the functioning of
the jadicial process in American culture Martin Tolchin contends
that

“The extension of judicial authority into executive and legis-
lative areas has evolved 1n the last 15 years largely as a result
of class action suits that flowed from the Civil Rights Act of
1964 and the decisions of the Warren Court, notably Brown
v Board of Education in 1954 *°8®
and makes the salient observation that the
“Courts have taken over the operation of jails n St Lous,
Baltimore, New Orleans, Toledo, New York City, Boston,
Jacksonville, Knoxville and Lubbock and Hairis counties in
Taxas They run prisons 1 Alabama, Mississippt and
Arkansas, state hospitals 1n Alabama, Lowsiana and Missi
ssipp1 and a school district 1n Boston *8
The point to be made here 1s that the climate of resentment
tends to focus upon the courts and their intervention institutions
and not upon the failures of the political process In the sense of
an inability to hive up to principle, our political process has
collapsed when this judicial intervention occurs Indeed, one
msightful politician noted that
‘  Federal mntervention gets local officials off the hook Are
taxes raised ? Don’t blame the legislators, blame the courts
Are priortties changed ?  Governors and mayors say they are
not at fault '8
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Thus the public resistance, the resentment at interference 1s
reflected privately by the politicians What 1s really a failure of
mdividual nerve, a failure of political will, becomes a failed
promise to the community Rather than resent this failure, the
community resents the court structure which seeks to have the
political construction of reality measured aganst principle  What
was once a political process for argument, debate and problem
resolution becomes mverted It develops into a bureaucratic,
risk-free, self-serving political organization It 1s not the fear of
government by judicial oligarchy which 1s so deeply troubling,
but rather the present absence of alternatives m our political
system  All roads lead to the courts and the legal structure

It 1s the lack of political commitment by various branches of
government which 1s the 1ssue  The resentment on the part of the
public 15 not directed to this lack of commitment, or for that
matter to therr own lack of resolve, but rather to the social process
of “repair” caused by the absence of the political commitment ,
te court intervention When moral standards, values and
commitment are absent from a culture, or 1n a neo-pragmatic sense,
are deemed surplussage to the techniques of modern politics , then
the “objective reality’’ of quantified rules, regulations, procedures
and laws become the only alternatives open to the social order for
1ts maintenance and continuation

In addition, 1t should be mentioned that the foreclosure of
commitment in the political process in guaranteeing the rights to
all groups 1n the society has forced ethnic and minority groups
into the court system to seek their political (read moral) nights in
a wide range of cases % Thus even 1f one views the court system
m a passive role, the modern political process forces 1ssues and
problems onto the judicial docket Increasingly Iitigious minded
groups demand the use of the legal structure as a forum for grie-
vances and a position from which to politicize 1ssues ® That the
fact of having to mtiate a legal proceeding induces additional
resentment 1s obvious if for no other reason than the commence-
ment of litigation 1s an open recognition of one’s exclusion from
the prevailing political process

RESENTMENT IN THE CoMMUNITY Two VIEWS

Bearing directly on this point 1s the case of the United Jewish
Organizations of Williamsburg Inc et al v Carey et al % In this
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case the petitioners argued that the New York Legislature, 1n see-
king to comply with the Voting Rights Act®® as construed by the
Attorney General, violated the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amend-
ments to the Constitution by deliberawly revising a reapportion-
ment plan along racial hnes They argued that the redistrictng
plans of the New York Legislature violated their constitutional
rights in that the Hassidic commumty in Williamsburg, a cohesive
and 1dentifiable group of orthodox Jews, was split in half, into
two districts whose racial composition would be about 659 black
each, by the proposed redistricting plan It was the resultant
dilution of this political power which was contested by the plan-
tiffs 87 An ethmic group was seeking a forum to sanction (to translate)
its concepts of holistic identity into political reality %8 As a group
they argued they had had thewr rights abridged The United States
Supreme Court disagreed.

In holding the act of the New York Legislature constitutional
the court declared that

“It 15 apparent from the fact of .he Act, from its legislative
hustory, and from our cases that the Act was itself broadly
remedial in the sense that it was ‘designed by Congiess to
bamish the blight of racial discrimination 1n voting ’ South
Carolina v Katzenbach, 383 U S 308 (1966) *’6®

Indeed 1n Gaffney v Cumnmungs,™ the court recogmzed that
redistricting plans would be vulnerable 1f *‘racial or political groups
have been fenced out of the political process and their voting
strength mvidiously mmimized "™ While in the case of Beer v
U.S ., the court pomnted out it considerd the question of what
criteria a legislative reapportionment plan must satisfy under the
Voting Rights Act to demonstrate that the plan does not have the
“effect of denying or abridging the right to vote on account of
race * As the court said

“Beer established that the Voting Rights Act does not permit
the implementation of a reapportionment that would lead to
a retrogression 1n the posttion of racial minorities with res
pect to their effective exercise of fhe electoral franchise *78

For the court, this test was satisfied where the reapportionment
mcreased the percentage of districts where members of racial
mmorities protected by the Act were in the majority As the court
stated m the mstant case under review
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“Implicit in Beer and City of Richmond, then, 1s the propost-
tion that the Constitution does mot prevent a State subject to
the Voting Rights Act, from delberately creating or preser-
ving black majorities 1n particular districts in order to ensure
than 1its reapportionment plan comples with section five.””?

In noting that in the case under consideration that it was true
that the New York Legislature deliberately increased the nonwhite
majorities 1n certain districts m oxder to enhance the opportunity
for election of nonwhite representatives the Court said that

“Nevertheless, there was no fencing out of the white popula-
tion from participation in the political processes of the
county, and the plan did not minimize or unfairly cancel out
white voting strength ” (emp supp ) *8

and further on the court concluded that

We think 1t also permissible for a State, employing sound
redistricting  principles such as compactness and population
equality, to attempt to prevent racial minorities from being
repeatedly outvoted by creatmg districts that will afford fair
representation to the members of those racial groups who
are sufficently numerous and whose residential patterns
afford the opportunity of creating districts in which they wil
be 1 the majority *°™

In conclusion, the deliberate increase of mmority representation

atthe expense of ethnic enclaves <an be seen as a contributing

factor m ethnic cultural resentment

In another significant legal deczsion bearing on the notions of
resentment, community and neighborhood the United States Sup-
reme Court dealt yet another blow to identifiable ethnic and
minority groups This time however, the 1ssue was nota particular
group desiring to remam togetherasa group in the exercise of
therr franchise, but rather the ability of a suburban area to exclude
members of a mmority by use and mamipulation of therr zoning
regulations

The case of Village of Arlingzorz Heights et al v Metropolitan
Housing Development Corporatinet al ™, mvolved a dispute over
a suburban zoming variance for low cost integrated housing
Arlngton Heights 1s a suburb of Chicago and the Metropolitan
Housing Development Corporation, 2 non profit developer, con=
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tracted to purchase a tract within the boundaries of the Village
of Arlington Heights in order to build racially integrated low and
moderate income housing

The contract for the purchase of the land was contingent
upon securing rezoning as well as federa! housing assistance
MHDC applied to the Village for the necessary rezoning from a
single-famuly to a multiple family classification At a number of
commuission meetings, all open to the public, both sides touched
upon the fact that the project would probably be racially integra-
ted Multi-family dwelling zoning and apartments had been cons-
tructed by the Village primarily as a buffer between single family
dwellings and the commercial zone of the Village The request for
the zoming change was denied and the controversy wound through
the court structure to the United States Supreme Court.

The United States Supreme Court 1n sustaining the actions of
the Village’s Zoning commission against constitutional attack said
that even though the lower courts found that the “‘buffer policy”
had been applied unevenly in the past that nevertheless, this
“evidence does not necessitate a finding that Arlington Heights
administered this policy in a discriminatory manner **78

Inits opinion the court stated clearly that solely because the
actions of officials have racially disproportionate impacts, they
willnot necessarily be held to be unconstitutional In reaching the
decision the court all but ended the test of disproportionate effects,
ie does the social policy unfairly effect one group, i favor of a
new evidentary standard Now those groups who are “controlled”
or find themselves in subordinate positions have to prove the existence
of motwe, of discrimunatory purpose, betund the social policies
which effect their group in an unfurr manner In the words of the
court

“Disproportionate 1mpact 1s not 1rrelevant, but 1t 1s not the
sole touchstone of an invidious racial discrimmmation *7

In defining the test for discrimination and exclusion of mmo-
nties the court stated that motive must be established For the

court tointervene the mmdividual must have proof of motwve to
discriminate In the court’s words

“When thereisa proof that a discriminatory purpose has
been a motivating factor in the decision, this Judicial deference
15 no longer justified *°80
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but that 1n the instant case,

“The respondents proceeded on the erroneous theory that the
Village’s refusal to rezone carried a racially discrimmatory
effect and was, without more, unconstitutional >’8

In the eyes of the courl the respondents simply failed to carry
their burden of proving that discriminatory purpose or imntent was

a motivating factor in the Vulage’s decision not to alter its zoning
regulations

Al of these lawsuits are structural representations of resentment
1n contemporary American society On the one hand they are a 1e-
action agamst the modern social structure, while on the other, they
are also a product of that same social structuie That a com-
munity, any community, let alone an ethnic or minority commumnity,
can arise against these artificial strictures and structures of schoo-
ling and contemporary urban ecology 1s an act of will. Moreover,
whether the vitality of ethnic and mmority gioups can transcend
thas pettiness, jealousy and resentment remains an open question
To survive through history however, means more than losing resent
ment , 1t means dealing with a sense of loss

Loss As A SociaL THEME IN AMERICA IMPLICATIONS FOR
Etunic GRroups

There 1s a strong element underpinning and nfluencing social
policy in America which 1s based upon compensation for a sense
of loss felt by American citizens Individuals who experienced this
sense of loss, a by-product of modernity, may ultimately find
themselves 1n sympathy with the motives and aims of the active
ethnic and minority groups i society and yet at the same time
deeply resentful of these groups

The sense of loss can be occasioned by those who have left
their past behind, a mere function ot the moment of history, and
who seek both meaning and satisfaction 1n their ives m other,
more modern, individuated ways For these persons the sense of
loss means that the social group of their origims has ceased to have
erther significant social or cultural importance In this sense these
mdividuals are resentful of those who cling to, use and manipulate
the group reference politically, 1d=ologically and cultorally 82

While they ultimately may be i agreement with the demands
of ethnic and minotity groups, for these mndividuals however, the
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relevant social policy 1s a policy that deals with their feelings of
loss and ot with group based political arrangements fostering
the groups’ advance into the mainstream of American social and
political lite These mdividuals want to be ‘“treated” for this feel-
mg of loss they have experienced and they want social policies
developed to compensate them structurally for this often 11l defined
feeling

Indeed David K Cohen in an article entitled “Loss as a
Theme 1n Social Policy’’ states that

“If social policy has been shaped by contention over the
extent of social democracy, it also has been the product of a
mad rush to repair the traumas of becommng modern If con-
flict over the extent of equality has been one major theme mn
the evolution of social policy, another has been the recurrent
desire to recapture a community which seemed about to
disappear '8

For Cohen this sense of loss produced efforts to invent mstitutions,
among them the school, which would and could replace the failing
communities As he says the feeling of loss

“ Evoked a belief that primary imnstitutions families,
churches and commnuities  had lost their ability to pass
a common culture along, and this became a powerful nspira-
tion for the development of public education %

After depicting briefly the horrors of urban 19th century city
Life, the squalor of the immigrants, the poverty and family disinte-
gration Cohen states thatideas about just how schools would
work were fairly uniform
“Most traditionalists thought of them as a redeeming environ-
ment reformers hoped that schools would separate the devi-
ant and deficient young from their inadequate surroundings
filling them with better sentiments and creating a new system
of common morals All agreed, though, that the pomt of
public schooling was to create those collective sentiments and
values which they feared were eroding. Schools would do
intentionally and consciously what lost communities had once
done reflexively and mstmctively *’85
Thus the early notions about schooling, no matter how much
they varied, were underpinned with notions that they would recrea-
te social cohesiveness by refashioning personal values, sentiments



ETHNICITY AND EDUCATION 155

and 1deas about social reality ® How familiar this sounds 1n an
age where value clarification movements and back to the basics
thrusts are currently popular educational themes 8 However, as
Cohen observes this social undertaking 1n the schools created a
colossal paradox As he says
“As aresult, 1n seeking to preserve traditional values, they
turned naturally to the rational design of new institutions and
to the conscious construction of social morality *’88
and that
“A second consequence was to weave a strange ambivalence
mnto social policy for education the wounds of modernization
made public schools necessary, yet schools would be modern-
1zIng agencies %

It 1s this ambivalence 1n modern schooling that creates many
of the educational problems It 1s an argument that the schools
cannot ““win”, because the nature of the controversy which les at
the heart of the debate about schooling 1s caused by different
perceptions about school  Groups, depending upon where they
are n the modernizing process (1 e differentially located ona
modernization continuum), may have quite different social themes
underpinning their views regarding the function of the modern
school While the school may seek to follow a fairly uniform
policy there 1s bound to be conflict because the pre-modern
(ascribed) status of certamn groups and the post modern (achieved)
status of other individuals construct different social realities for
school Each position would <ee the school as providing quite
different ranges of social and intellectual services for the students

In the end perhaps the vaunted universalism of any bureau-
cracy, the school mncluded, has difficulty when pluralistic demands
are placed upon 1t by its clients  Sadly, all too often the reaction
1s to search for and develop a uniform policy that pleases no one
and which all resent and to deal harshly with those who are
different

In expanding our focus on the notion of loss as a central
theme in shaping both the vision Americans have about what 1s
wrong with our culture and 1 guiding our efforts at correction
educators should be attentive to the words of Raymond Williams
In an article entitled “Developments 1n the Sociology of Culture”,
m which he urges the systematic study of culture, Williams
observes that
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““The older concern, 1n cultural analysis, with a very wide and
general area of cultural contributions, has m part been shifted,
because the culture has shifted, to a very important if very
limuted area, in which a new formation is evident briefly, the
mstitutional technology of higher education, 1n which several
forms of cultural theory have become, within a privileged
situation, privileged practices %0

For David Williams, writing on education, this form of cultural
analysis 1s characterized by the fact that

“Institutions are not overwhelmmgly supportive of research
which 1s concentrated outside process product or purposive-
rational logic  Neglgible public funding 1s available for
studies 1n education as well as 1n the social sciences, which do
not permit themselves to become extraordinary of eclectic
positivism "%

It would appear then that these categories and methods of
cultural analysis are created by modernization, by the level, avai-
lability, and structure of technology in modern society They are
the results of, and are the products of the division of labor and
the operation of the economic structure of American society As
such these tools of cultural analysis are unevenly distributed and
m reality can be viewed as the products of the operation of a
distinct 1deological view of social relationships  Ultimately the
contest over these pathways of knowledge and the social constru-
ction of cultural realities 1s where the pluralism of our values and
traditions as a culture are tested

In this context, Raymond Williams urges that 1t 1s important
to understand that tradition 1s an important concept for the socio-
logical examination of culture Tradition he says :

€<

Is the study of intellectual formations , classically, groups
and movements of cultural contributors, which have a signi-
ficantly variable and often oblique relation to formal nst-
1tutions %2

and that
“Tradition 1s an 1mportant and relatively undeveloped socio-
logical concept, secondly that work of this kind, as 1t 1s now
usually done, involves active consideration of the relations
between specific traditions and parucular works and practices,
and these are of great theoretical interest 1n a wider field **%
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New vistas are thus open if one avails themselves of the opportu-

nities for the sociological examination of culture as sketched by
Wilhiams

In a world where telephone calls compensate us with ersatz
social bonds of imtimacy , where workmans’ compensation, social
security and health insurance relieve us for our loss of commumity 3
where the aged and sick are 1solated, exiled until cured or dead,
the study of tradition 1s mandated To outgrow our infatuation
with social causality and to escape the inherent madness of

narrow policy studies would be both a sign of intellectual maturity
and structural significance

Such an intellectual movement could be distinguished by a
lack of any previous ideological system It could offer mn some
sense a groping for a universal explanation for social loss we all
share  That fact alone would given tradition a place in the
history of sociological concepts At the very least the examina-
tion would enable scholars as policy makers to deal with the two
alternatives regarding the sense of loss in a new manner Fresh
sights could be applied first to the notion that the sense of loss
persists because objective social and economic changes have
obliterated the old order Secondly, tradition as a unit of study
could moderate the view that the task of modern society 18 not to
reconstruct the past, but to creste therapeutic mstitution which
will help us work loss through and accept change It 1s to the
theme of tradition, more particularly the search for roots m
American culture that our analysis now turns

THe DREAM OF AUTHENTICITY THE SEARCH FOR ROOTS IN AMERICA

The imagmnation of a world 1n which people are freed from
political persecution and religious dogma had 1its origmns m the
late eighteenth century It 1s the work of inspired reason , the
gleaming product of the Enlightenment and 1t 1s made all the more
real by the American Revolution ~ Since the nineteenth century
however, at least mn the Western world, freedom has increasingly
found 1ts voice, first through literature, and then n scientific
enterprise  While the record of our century, the twentieth, 1s
mcomplete a few noteworthy social themes have emerged  Furst,
literature has become fragmented and privitized At bestit has
been removed to the innocuous status of cultural surplussage-
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amusement, escape, entertammment  from the real world While
science and the development of technology have conquered the
cultural descendants of the hosts who developed them

However this may be, and 1t 1s always an enjoyable risk to
talk broadly, nevertheless ultimately the authority of the imagna-
tion has 1ts basis 1 the belief that it can transform the world,
perhaps even realize what 1s truly the essence of the human
experience To achieve the former, a people must forget history,
to accomp'ish the later however, history offers only a possibility ,
but 1t 1s the only possibiity  Self consciousness and reason are
both historical products, not scientific ones In the end they
provide the only injunction against the accelerated pathos of
errors which characterize the contemporary era

The most positive aspect of history, and by implication, the
search for roots, liesin the fact that 1t provides a rationale for a
people The customs, traditions and the mores are only known
and transmitted by history The historical identity , the moral,
political, and spiritual meaning of a group of people can be seen
as contamed in the metaphor of Roots The experience of a
people and their relationship to other people fashions an alterna-
tive to the adversary nature of the modern world. If Alex Haley’s
book Roots can make the black a historical being, then he as an
author will have an honored and lasting place 1n American history

Blackness 1s roots, a rooted sensitivity about hife, and as such
1t 15 open to all criticisms that have ever been lodged generally
about any creative work 1t 18 1naccurate, poorly researched,
borrowed material (hand me down’s) disorganized, poorly written,
too commercialized, and 1n the end, not history at all Moreover,
to fault Haley on the drama of Roots 15 to ignore the major lessons
of history History 1s drama , a historical drama which changes
and evolves just as do other human creations To avoid the
dramatic motif of history i favor of the security of facts s to
modernize the discipline and to change it 1n the process, It removes
hustory itself from its roots ® In the sense of Roots, history 1s the
narrative, the story, the human hand rendering an account of the
events at his or her command  What one often needs 1n order to
acquire a better understanding of our society 1s not more facts
Facts 1n 1solation are not very enlightening Rather one needs to
understand the facts one already has as part of the total dynamic
process. Accumulatng more mformation whether factual or
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theoretical, will not necessarily help one to understand society.
Instead, one needs to look at society 1n a new way,? and 1t 1s here
that the narrative becomes crucial

For example, 1n a society which has always equated manners
with morals and not just visualized them as manners, the historial
presence of the black as American takes on a whole new light.
In America social behavior 1s the index of a deeper nexus of con-
tractual agreement Manners (read morals) are the hidden assump-
tions which make social life possible at all in America Thus, a
breach of etiquette, or simply not knowing the manners for the
occasion (uneducated) something more serious thana breach 1s
tantamount to an attack upon the fabric of society and upon the
bonds of the commonweal % This 1s precisely the threat that blacks
pose When they ‘integrate™ with the white world , the white
world’s respomnse 1s that things have begun to come apart, or that
thev, the blacks, “just don’t know any better >

Thus any breach of etiquette or violation of the code of
manners interferes with social intercourse and raises the potential
of a legal conflict To say that blacks do not know how to
behave 18 to level a deeper charge, one that 1s not unfamihar and
hardly mnocnous In a word, blacks constitute the heterogeneous
element, the class of outsiders, in American culture They will be

outsiders until they develop a history, until they discover their
roots

By discovering one’s roots however one does not meana
mnority culture of angry parvenus who seek entry into the public
mstitutions and private foundations of American Culture True,
ultimately this 1s what the spectal enrollment programs will mean
be they in the private commercial sector (tokenism) or in the
public sphere To accept quotas 15 a view of the blacks

‘as parvenus Its meaningis only a few with manners, or most
assuredly only those select few with the potential to develop
manners The details of imterviews, screenings and searches 1s
simply ah elongated test to assure those searching for a candi-
date that Black 15 not cultural but only visual Thus, the same escape
from roots 1s open to the black just asit was open to all other
ethnie groups only with a difference an explicit quota

Another objection to quofas and special admussions m
Americdn culture in this context 1s that as structural arrangements
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In society these soual mechanisms underpin the, “We have no
more racial problems™ attitude which has oozed from American
culture mn the 1970°s The new attitude 1s caused by a major
shift in American thought about race and minoriies  For some,
not all to be sure, the presence of affirmative action and quotas
ends the issue Racial discrimipation as a problem has been
incorpoiated into modern social management As such 1t has
become a “task’ which 1s heing ““worked on’” by administrators and
policy planners For otheis not familiar with these policies racism
has evolved It has become something new , a passion without fear

When fear leaves racism, whatever the highly varied reasons
are 1n our culture, our question should be  what does the absence
of fear contribute to the power relationships held together so
tenuously 1n society ? Since all social constructs have a permeabi-
Iity, how does the evolutionary nature of racism affect these rela-
tionships ? Has, for example, human manipulation moved to a
new, yet undefined level of abstraction ? Moreover, does to be
black mean yet another demal of an exterior reality to the black
social construction of reality ? If  perhaps the reality of an inte-
grated world has failed, then the construction of alternate realities
becomes an 1ssue for those persons who are black , and the histori-
cal metaphor, as has been suggested, becomes a rich treasure 1n
this regard

At any rate, those individuals who can learn the manners and
mores of American society (read, write and articulate 1n standard
English) the vangard blacks serve simultaneously to uplift and drag
forward those who cannot, the “laggards” of the mnner city tribal
brotherhood and become the articulate voices of black culture.
They are often black culture’s most prized figures and they may also
be viewed as 1ts most complete victims  Critics and racists might
shout that they have created a reality with the borrowed trappings
of Western civilization, that what they create 1s imevitably second
hand and by definition second best

Without the slightest intent of racism, that this 1s untrue can
be seen 1n both music and 1n professional sports, two areas both
reasonably open to black participation in American social ife  In
each mnstance culture permeates the event There 1s a difference in
black music, 1ts tonal structure, 1ts lyrics, its cadence With regard
to sports, professional basketball clearly establishes the cultural
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difference that black participation brings to the game It has be-
come a black game, with individual player moves unthinkable mn
coaching circles twenty years ago

Ultimately however the argument must be that tribalism, the
sub-culture “bondedness” of the blacks obstructs, interferes, or at
the very least acts as a brake on the modernization process Blacks
1n America are 1 a perpetual state of pre-modermity The different
tial arrangements of rewards in society, ordered by an intricate
webwork of mnsulting discriminations assure that blacks will
always be one step behind all sigmficant aspects of American
society 7

For example, 1f blacks graduate from high school 1 signifi-
cant numbers, which they are now begmning to do, then the
““degree does not mean anything”, and the test for meaning moves
to other non-degree areas such as work experience or travel If
blacks are admitted to public recreation areas, white go elsewhere,
to newer resort areas to relax A last example, culled from an
almost infinite number, 1s when blacks move into a white neighbor-
hood, whites overwhelminglv, although there are some outstand-
Ing exceptions, move to newer neighborhood with “better” social
services

Before proceeding further it should be pointed out that m
American culture, modernization simply means a move from affec-
tive relationships to ones of neutrality Objectivity enters social
relations and a movement from diffuseness to that of narrowed,
exact precision occurs  Status changes in the modernization pro-
cess It moves from ascription to something based upon achieve-
ment and at the same time society moves from particularism fo
universalism  All of these movements in American culture are
necessary for a culture as representative of differentiation, problem
solving (the nfinite intellectual puzzles of social policy) and which
permits enormous spheres of objectivity 1n social relations “Let’s
Teave it up to the experts”, thus becomes the motiff of modern
social life

What must be recognized is that this process, only sketched
here, cuts ancient tribal ties and obliterates 1dentities At the same
time however, a caltural attack on the series of processes described
above, constitutes in the eyes of non-minorities a regressive thrust
in the development of American culture That this 1s true 15 cer-
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tamly suggested by the view of the hippies held by most
Americans They were dirty, threatened the manners and customs
of society and ruptured firmly held notions of social decorum

To survive 1n American society as a group people, a culture,
Must we raise at this juncture the question of ideology 2 Does
black culture need an 1deology ? Thus 1s not to argue for the truth
content of a “packaged” 1deology, but simply to lodge the ques-
tion and to suggest that a fruitful manner in which to conduct the
mquiry might be to view 1deologies of black Americans as attempts
to meet some of the very criteria attributed to the modernization
process. Booker T ,Washmgton, Marcus Garvey, more recently
the Black Muslums and the Black Panther Party can all be viewed
as black attempts to come to terms with the modermzation
process in a cultural perspective On the other hand, the Urban
League, the NA A CP and COR E, at least inits init1al phases,
can be seen as accepting the modernization process and struggling
to join 1n the fruits of its rewards

Black history it 1s suggested in the context of Roots, then can
be seen as more than a search for identity It can be seen in the
context of black resistance to civility, to manners and the abstrac-
tions of modern American social ife The pursuit of historical
truth 1s not empirical but metaphorical Historical truth for the
black American 1s his or her essence Black history 1s the story of
an essence of a people Since democratization i America was
first established as the tribunal of each} person’s conscience and
later became modernized and nstitutionalized to become coter-

mmus with political nights, the historical story can only be
suggested here

One of our observations must be that since essence, the cons-
cious bemng of people, exists independently of political nights

(which all blacks do not at present have), the historical record
should reflect this essence and not the litany of struggle over the

civil and political rights The former 1s umique, 1t 1sart m all
forms, while the latter 1s, however well done, ultimately the plam-
tive wail of the outsider who has been captured by the lure of
the modermzation process

The only fault with this position, and 1t 1s a fair criticism but
one for which there 1s an answer, would be that ethnicity, i this
context blackness, has 1tself become modermzed It has ceased to
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be ascribed status and has become rather, an achieved status
Ethnicity and blackness have become something one’s works at
One studies the history, discovers the essence of ome group,
learns terms, methods and ways of creating elaborate social rituals
Culture becomes something actively pursued, created and pro-
duced. As such with this specific end 1n sight, it can be argued
that 1t becomes nothing other than an artificial counterpart to that
1t seeks to avoid. the sterile banality of modernized social Iife
In addition as a contemporary social metaphor Roots and the
search for family identity can be seen in the context of popular
culture As Thomas A Johnson states
“With the production of Roots the show that attracted the
largest audience 1n the history of the medium, . the naming
of children for its main characters has emerged as one of the
most mteresting aspects of this phenomenon %8
Other popular off shoots of the mnterest spurred by Roots include
significant increases 1n mterest 1n travel to Africa, the West Indies,
and a marked interest 1n studies of black Africa in general and
of slavery 1n particular ®°
Indeed 1n the context of education, Jose Morese, Random
House’s marketing manager for colleges said
¢“Roots courses have been sold to 150 imstitutions and the
nterest 1s burgeonimng *100
In addition, family heritage programs are popular mm high schools,
and blacks as well as other minority and ethnic groups are sear-
ching for their long lost past
However, i school programs or not, for some groups the
search for roots 1s difficult 1f not impossible Indeed as Barbara
Gamrekian notes”
«For some blacks, the past s lost forever obliterated by
migrations, loss of name, and the oppression of slavery But
for others, 1t has been possible to reconstruct the past that
had been forcibly denied them 101
However, Professor Elizabeth Clark-Lews notes that
“Up untl 10 years ago it was not easy for blacks to seek
their past The very places where one had to go to do the
research were off limits *102
These and other difficulties can pose problems in working with
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records especially in smaller communites But a< Jamesa Wiker a
research specialist at the National Archieves poignantly observes :

¢“Although this 1s the age of enlightenment, blacks may run

mto some resistance on public records If that happens one

should 1nvoke one’s rights under the Freedom of Information

Act.’?103

What constitutes a family history 1s not only genetic house-
keeping, but also social action It 1s the lack of social action m
“countermodern” movement exemplified by family ancestor
searches which make 1t fail as a moral alternative The great
families 1n the past and more recently i1n American culture, for
example the Rockefellers and the du Ponts, were acknowledged
for their social position based on their accomplishments Over
time, each generation was engaged in significant social action
Today for those of 'ess fortunate background, the illusion that
the common man “ranks” with the du Ponts because he can
trace his family history pack eight or ten generations becomes a
balm for his current Jack of both social mobility and historical
depth

However, 1t would appear that along with the popularity
of ancestor research, the movement among adopted people to
determme their genetic parents would lend credence to the argu-
ment that there 1s more to social life as constructed and percerved
than the simple cannons of behavioral psychology and the
arrangements of environmental priorities orchestrated by callow
politicians, “for our benefit * Individuals feel that they are unique
They feel that to some extent their groups are unique and that
this uniqueness forms and fashions 1n a large part their notion of
themselves Could 1t be that the other directed person will become
the genetic directed person ? Our will science discover som tﬁ'fﬂ'g;
yet undreamed m human affairs, the cultural gene ? Co

' 'To be real however, roots must be social, ethical and politi-

cal Weare all from families, but some families carry the fabric
of story withid their breasts and each new generation suckles
It 1s these roots, these larger cultural roots, which bear the most
interesting promuse for analysis  Thus 1f 1t 1s true that the mheri-
tarce of the American blacks represents much of the country’s
moral wealth, then Alex Haley has 1nherited the obligation to tell
what he knows to be the truth Otherwise he will squander his
precious assets and talents between the commercials of modern
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television programming If however, Roots encourages black
history, the telling of the story, then it will truly be a legacy to
the future generations It will be both a past in a popular sense,
and more 1importantly a bridge to the past With the presence of
the drama of black history guiding those in the present, black
culture will assemble and reassemble itself in counterpomt to
American society It will have the potential to be a continual
moral alternative for those who with courage will select from its
fruts and a loathsome object of scorn for those who cannot come
to terms with either their own fears or cultural difference

In terms of cultural mheritance however I think the potential
the work generates for further historical research by blacks about
themselves lies 1n an answer to the following question  How did
whites get blacks to chase after and round up other blacks and cart
them to the ships for eventual lives of bondage as slaves ? If this
slave selling mentality can be viewed as false consciousness, perhaps
mitially induced by contact with modernity (the slave traders), then-
our concerns as scholars as well as those of black Americans
should be to develop a contemporary test anchored 1n history for
this false consciousness  More importantly, since history 1s never
a dated medium, our question becomes . what 1s the evolutionary
nature of this form of false consciousness ? What are its contem~
porary statements ? Who, for example, are the blacks today
who are “selling out” their brothers and sisters ? What are their
reasons for doing so? How can one recognize these unfolding
patterns of contemporary culturicide ?

Now that black America 1s entering the political arena these
questions become crucial 1n a cultural sense  Thus 1s true because
politics has changed 1n America  Instead of efforts to redress
social, economic and political 1nequalities (politics as usual) all
voters are now offered only vague notions of upward mobility
These almost psychic visions are nothing other than restatements
of the rugged individualism theme in American life or else a
varient of a new ascetic socialism that 15 entering American poli-
tical affairs  In discussing the social action dimension of the new
politics Arthur I Blaustein suggests that it 1s an illusion  As he
says

“The ‘new activism® 1s one that i1s actively committed to
passivity, a state of mmd which refuses to undertake the
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slightest personal mconvenrence to intercede on behalf of those
1n our society who are suffering the most **104

To understand what new dimensions of political life may
evolve, let alone ascertain whether or not those changes auger well
or bode 1l for ethnic and minority groups, one would have to
engage :n more 1 depth analysis than 1s possible within the
structure of this essay However, a few remarks about American
politics are relevant at least as an afterword if seen within
the ethnic context and if seen as tentative sketches about the
future

AN AFTERWORD THE SOUTHERNER AS ETHNIC
CoMMUNITY REDISCOVERED ?

The Southern tradition 1s quite unlike the American tradition
and nowhere 1s this difference made more clear 1n succinct, albert
blunt terms than by the President of the Confederacy Speaking
m Jackson Mississippi  during a triumphant western tour during
the second year of the Civil War (December-January 1862-1863),
Jefferson Davis addressed himself to the conflict between the North
and the South  After a particularly bitter tirade about the
Northern Leaders, President Davis pomnted out the difference bet-
ween North and South 1a saying that .

“Wher 1t ever to be proposed again to enter into a Union

with such a people, I could no more consent to do 1t than to

trust myselfin a den of thieves There 1s indeed a difference
between the two peoples Let no man hug the delusion that
there can be renewed association between them Our enemies

are a traditionless and homeless race ** (emp supp ) 103

In the eyes of Davis and many southern compatriots the
North represented a historical society opposed to their cultural
traditions The Northerner was rootless, bereft of community
and uncompassionate 1n their mcivility. In a word, the effects of
modermzation, experienced first by the North, was viewed by the
South 1n a negative manner Indeed, modernization was viewed
as a direct threat to southern culture, 1ts institutions and 1its
patterns of social intercourse So grave was the threat, so comp-
lete the rupture, that war resulted ¢ The South, as ‘““aggressor™
led an anti-modern rebellion 17 As Shelby Foote notes in summa-

rizing the alternatives open to the South on the eve of the Civil
War *
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“The choice, then, lay between honor and degradation.
There could be no middle ground Southerners saw them-
selves as the guardians of the American Tradition, which
included the right to revolt, and therefore they launched a
Conservative revolution **1¢8

What 1s crucial 1s not a recapitulation of southern history but
rather historical reflection , 1nsight than can lead one to interpret
the meaning politically, socially and culturally of a contem-
porary southern President. The argument concisely stated 1s that
if one can read the southern metaphor in our contemporary
culture, one may be able to determine alternatives to ethnic resent-
ment, the sense of loss 1n American culture mindless modernization
as well as gain key msights into our changing political process

Of singular 1mmportance in this regard 1s the contemporary
American President, Jummy Carter President Carter represents
an ethnic region, the South As he represents a defeated culture

a culture based upon rejected principles (the quaint rules,
customs, and codes of conduct associated with southern living),
and a cuiture which still feels defensive about these constellations
of consciousness The southern culture 1s a culture that risked
notions of dignity in personal terms on the battlefield and whose
dreams of the future became a shattered reality As C Vamn
Woodward notes ¢

“The shattering of this dream and the harsh education that
followed has not made the South the home of a race of
philosophers Nor does 1t seem to have made Southerners
any wiser than their fellow countrymen But it has provided
them with a different point of view from which they mught, if
they will, judge and understand their own history and
American history, and from which to view the ironic phyght
of Modern America >’ 1% (emp supp )

The southern tradition 1s a tradition which has tended to deal
in 1ilusions It has substituted myths about the past The cavalier
legend, the Plantation legend of antebellum grace and elegance,
and the social redeemrers who prevailed over the carpetbaggers all
form a part of the southern social construction of historical
rgality These themes combined with the fact that they had time
to sink 1, to become part of the ongoing life fabric of society,
because the South only recently has been going through the econo-
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mic expansion, reorganization and modernization that the North
and East completed long long ago afford rich opportunities for
the southerner 1n political affairs '*® Indeed Woodward poses the
question 1 the form of a challenge when he asks

“Would a hard-won immunity from the myths and illusions

of Southern sectionalism provide some immunity to the

illusions and myths of American nationalism ?°°411

In this context one might inquire whether or not the same
urge to conformity that operates upon ethnic or national mino-
rities to persuade them to reject their roots, their native heritage
does not also operate to a degree upon the Southerner as well ?
Or, changing the focus from the mdividual perspective to one of
structural considerations , has the vaunted American success story
been only maiginal to the Southern experience ? Whatever focus
one selects, mdividual effects and 1diosyncratic reactions or stru-
ctural and economic conditions 1n society the assumption of a
stable system of symbols and meaning shared by members of a
culture 1s called mto question The process of examination can
foster a break with the past or forge new historical links As
Woodward optimistically observes

“In therr unique historic experience as Americans the Souther-

ners should not only be able to find the basis for continwty

of therr heritage but also make contributions that balance

and compliment the experience of the rest of the nation 12

Departing from the notion of conformity in American social
hife and returning to the idea of Southern uniqueness a defeated
culture our mqury must now determine what alternatives remain
open for the contemporary Southerner Succinctly, bemng from a
defeated culture presents certain clear options for the mdividual.
1-The past can be relived and one can engage m prefénses,
fltasions and myths about the contemporary world, 2-Ode can
articulate and construct a social reality which screens out most of
the surrounding world as effectively as possible Underpmned by
traditions (the southern politicians approaching their politics in
Washington D C as a regon) this can be effective when remnforced
with schooling, legend, media and family structure, and 3-One
can learn deeply from the historical experience, and have the self
confidence to realize that traditions are only valuable 1f they lead
to the evolution of a culture and a shared sense of mutual 1dentity,
As Bernard Mehl states ;
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¢ . Wecan take our history for granted and hide behind
superficial masks or else search out those aspects of the past
which make us US  Since we can never find out what we
really are, the historical quest 1s never completed The quest
1s an adventure 1n discovering our eternal presence 113

The eternal presence, change through d versity, can be main-
tamned if self and cultural confidence are not threatened This
quiet confidence, the solidness of small town America, Plamns,
Georgia 1s what President Carter, read at his best, lends to the
current American spuit A rooted person can be humble, for-
grving and can talk in a refreshing pragmatic manner Arrogance,
double talk, and enemies lists are alien creations for a person self
assured and possessed with a sense of history and the security of
cultural roots The danger, 1f indeed there is one, 1s that these
admirable characteristics might become something less than
content They could be illusions , images of the modern world
In popular terms Carter could represent the fiist in a line of nostalgia
politicians  This judgment mught well be mescapable without
structural changes 1n American society  Alterations in the distri-
butive processes 1n American society as well as the definition and
structure of work and the creative openings for cultural play will
have to be forthcoming or the ethnic distinctiveness will become
surplussage to the techniques of modern management

However, the extended period of Southern history, characte-
rized by the slow evolution of aseries of wrong choices the
pretence of static relationships between the races, a code of forma-
Iism which became a genume attempt to quash and control social
evolution and the mmplicit presence of racism 1n every significant
aspect of social life has both characterized the South and prevented
positions of national leadership and management from coming to
her sons and daughters The civil rights coupled with changes in
attitudes once thought immovable have however, the potential to
create a political reality which can be differentiated from the
dominant arranged reality in American social life

In Southern terms, government 1s an organic thing Itis
something more than a mechamstic creation It 1s something
more than a vehicle for the disbursement of political spoils or the
operation of power For the Southerner, government is a reflection
of our culture. Government can tell us in cultural terms who we
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all are and what we mean by our shared social experiences The
quality and movement to personalize the government and at tle
same time making 1t efficient, workable and adaptable whether
through mnovative legislation or executive leadership in reorgani-
zation and restructuring will be the Southern ethnic coatribution
to American politics The potential to ses government 1n cultural
terms, as a product of cultural relationships and not as the opera-
uon of sacred organizational principles would truly be a lasting
and much needed contribution to the American mosaic Whether
the potential can be realized 1s an open question , but one toward
which the themes discussed in this essay have ultimately been
directed
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